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2017 President’s Report 
 
The Society has had another solid year, largely thanks to the efforts of Members in raising funds 
and making our local history relevant to the public. The Society was formed 40 years ago this 
year, and the Museum is now 28 years old. Moves are underway to embrace modern 
technology to present the information that has been gathered over those years.  
 
In the past year, one member of note passed away: Paula Patton. Paula first went on our 
Management Committee in 1988, and was President from 1989-98, After that, she continued on 
the Committee, and again served as President in an interim capacity during 2010-12. Being a 
former teacher at Wainuiomata Primary, Paula was a natural when we hosted school groups 
through the Museum. In recognition of her outstanding contribution to the Society, Vicky 
Alexander was made a Life Honorary Member. She has since moved to Featherston. 
Membership-aging is an ongoing challenge. Membership was 61 at the start of the year, and 
decreased to 57, in spite of two new members. Four former members did not renew their 
subscriptions. Nevertheless, the Society is continuing to fulfil its role in preserving our local 
heritage. This is largely due to a small core of dedicated helpers, and I am particularly grateful 
for their time and energy. 
 
The Committee has had another busy year, with maintenance of the Museum still remaining a 
priority. There is one wall of the Museum yet to be overhauled, and we hope to deal with this 
over the next summer. Some work has been done, and more is planned, to ease maintenance 
of the Sinclair Cemetery grounds. The grass is being mown by Hutt City Council contractors, but 
members are still needed to keep the area tidy. We are also endeavouring to gain heritage 
status for the cemetery. There are only two heritage sites registered in Wainuiomata,  the 
Museum and Coast Road Church, although HCC maintains a list of other notable sites or 
buildings. We are examining this as it needs revision. We have also initiated a proposal to have 
the Hine Road Reserve renamed as the Moness Reserve, to commemorate the Sinclair Family 
heritage of the land. 
 
Regular meetings of the Society have been varied, partly because of low turnout of members - 
only 14 were present for the 2016 AGM. Our guest speaker was Gerald Davidson who spoke 
about the Petone railwaymans' WW1 memorial pole at the Petone railway station. An exception 
to low turnout was our meeting for Heritage Month, when former staff of Brugger Industries Ltd 
joined us. We had been donated BIL memorabilia earlier in the year, including video and 
photographs, and featured them during the month. Our Museum visitors boomed in number that 
month, and a former development manager Bernie Hiestand was the invited speaker at our 
meeting. Several former BIL staff also contributed their stories, making for an entertaining 
afternoon. Frank Brugger had been featured in a new Society publication Outstanding from 
Wainuiomata which was released about the same time. That presented accounts of an eclectic 
mix of 84 achievers who had lived in Wainuiomata. During 2016, the old telephone switchboard 
was reinstalled in a working condition in the Museum, along with another two magneto phones. 
It had served up until 1953 when the first of many automatic exchanges were installed in 
Wainuiomata. Through the local newspaper, we were fortunate to locate June Wood who, as a 
teenager, had been operator of the switchboard in 1947.  
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We organised an evening showing at the Rural Fire Depot of video 'For King and Country' of 
actual WW1 film newly compiled by Ngā Taonga Sound & Vision. The few Society members of 
attended were augmented by firefighters and public. Our WW1 display was erected for this, and 
also later spent a week in the Wainuiomata Library. 26 people attended a successful annual 
dinner at the Louise Bilderbeck hall, and there was a good turnout at the Christmas meeting. 
Several organised visits to the Museum were hosted, including four classes from St Claudine 
School and HCC staff from the Community Hub.  
 
Financially, the Society is in reasonable shape. Subscriptions have again been left unchanged. 
Income also included entry fees, video and book sales, some minor donations, raffles, 
Melbourne Cup sausage sizzle, and stalls set up at various public gatherings that augmented 
the sale of Society items. I am very appreciative of the members for their efforts in raising 
money at these public events, and to Treasurer Bill maintaining our financial viability. We are 
thankful for the continued support of our sponsors. Since 1999, we have received an annual 
grant of $2,000 from the Hutt City Council to help run the Museum. We are endeavouring to 
have this increased as costs have risen considerably since the amount was fixed. 2016/17 
insurance alone now amounts to $1743.10. 
 
I am grateful to Jade and Iris for their work in producing our monthly newsletter. We have 
continued to have the support of Clive's Chemist for printing of the newsletters. Dawn is making 
good progress in turning our catalogue of items into an extensive database. While this is 
underway, getting the material onto the HCC the libraries' Spydus internet system has slowed. 
Alan Donaldson has continued to digitise our collection of photographs. The Committee 
purchased a TV/DVD combination with the immediate result that these photographs can now be 
displayed while the Museum is open. I am working on a video archive to be shown on this 
system. Sheila and Pauline have undertaken responsibility for Museum displays. Work at the 
'lock-up' at the old Intermediate school continues intermittently as the small team sorts through 
donated articles to cull the collection. Long term storage of historical items remains a problem.     
 
I am most grateful to all the Committee members - Dawn, Bill, Faye, Pauline, Sheila and Alan - 
for their dedication and hard work during the year. After a lapse of 8 months, we finally filled the 
position of meeting minute secretary when Margaret Willard volunteered to fill that role. It has 
been a productive year during which many other members, and families, have contributed. I 
believe that the challenge we have assumed as Guardians of Our Heritage has been 
successfully met, and I thank you all for assisting with this.  
 
 
 
 
Gavin Wallace 
May 2017 
 


