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Captain George Allman (1850-1911) 

 
 
Museum Newsletter November 2013 - Irish Mariner holidays in Wainuiomata in March 1907 
 
Captain George Allman, of the local steamer 
‘Manaroa’ had most likely spent the latter part of 
summer transporting raspberrys, hops, potatoes 
and other produce from Motueka and Havelock to 
Wellington. On 19 March 1907 he re-joined his 
vessel after being on holiday leave. 
 
A few weeks later his 25 year old daughter Irene 
sent a “Wainuiomata” postcard to her 18 year old 
sister Vida c/- Miss Power, 5 Field Terrace, Bath 
Road, Worcester, England.  
 
“I was staying in the vicinity of the view on the other side for a couple of days a few weeks ago. Such 
a delightful spot. Hope you are well. So pleased to get your photo which we all think is very nice. 
Fondest love from all. Signed Irene Allman.” 
 

  
 
George Allman was born in 1850 at the fishing port of Dunfanaghy in County Donegal, Ireland. He 
married Mary Christina Cowell at St James Church, Sydney, Australia on 22 November 1880 and 
Irene was born a couple of years later at Eglinton, Dunedin. 
 
As a mariner he was described as being of the “rough diamond” type and that “his progress to the 
quarterdeck had been from the very lowest step of the ladder.” He started his sea life in the training 
ship ‘Conway’ at Liverpool. Next he was wrecked on the ship ‘Jaypoot’ and managed to reach shore 
on a spar more dead than alive. In 1876 he had risen to the rank of Chief Officer and arrived at 
Auckland on the ship ‘Dilpussand’. On “not being able to get his request for his discharge granted, 
he took French leave one night in July, and going on board a barque then under weigh in the 
harbour and bound for Australia, actually deserted!” 
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In 1879 he entered the service of the Union Steam Ship 
Company and was appointed master of the ‘Beautiful Star’ in 
1882. He commanded a number of steamers over the years 
including the s.s. Penguin. In 1895 he was appointed as 
nautical adviser to the Government and Inspector of 
Lighthouses. Four years later he became the scapegoat of 
“New Zealand’s notorious marine scandal when as nautical 
examiner he gave a master’s certificate to an allegedly 
incapable person”.  
 
This was James Jones, a popular skipper of the harbour 
ferry steamer ‘Duchess’ who was also a friend of Richard 
Seddon. “The incident caused a great sensation and nearly 
wrecked a Ministry.” Allman’s dismissal was gazetted in 
March 1899 and afterwards he settled on local coastal work. 
 
George died in Wellington on 14 December 1911 “after a 
lengthy period of ill-health”. At the time the family were living 
at 20 Palmer Street and the widow and two daughters 
resided there for the next 17 years.  
 
 
About 1938 Mary Christina, Irene and Vida moved to 63 Bristol Square, Lower Hutt. Mary Christina 
was 94 years old when she died in 1953 and her daughter Irene lived to be 95. Neither of the two 
daughters married and all the family were buried at Karori. 


