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Christopher Frederick JARVIS (1916-1980) 

 
 
Valley News July 1980 Valediction 
Mr C. F. Jarvis (“Chris”) passed away at the Wellington Hospital on 25

th
 June after a long illness. 

Chris, a resident of Wainuiomata for 33 years, played an active part in the development of the 
Wainuiomata Branch of the Hutt Valley Returned Serviceman’s Association. He was a committee 
member for over ten years and President from 1958 to 1960. He worked hard on the many working 
parties which converted “Faulke’s Barn” into the present clubrooms and assisted in the manure 
drives which were a feature of fund raising at that time. 
 
From the early 1950’s until 1977 Chris was responsible for the distribution of the “Valley News”. The 
papers were delivered to his home and he broke them down into bundles for delivery to 
approximately twenty distribution points from where house to house deliveries were made by 
volunteers. Whenever volunteers were short, Chris would undertake the house to house delivery as 
well. The “Valley News” was founded by the Women’s Section of the R.S.A. and first appeared as a 
folded cyclostyled sheet. It was developed into a full newspaper by the R.S.A. under a series of 
editors, one of whom was Chris Jarvis, for a period of two years. For these services Chris was made 
a life member of the Hutt Valley R.S.A. in 1975. 
 
A Wellingtonian by birth, Chris was educated at Te Aro and Ngaio Primary Schools. After a brief 
period with a screen printing firm he joined the staff of General Motors for whom he worked for 40 
years until his retirement four years ago. 
 
After enlisting for overseas service during the war he had an operation and was drafted to the 
Canteen Board in Fiji. He will be remembered by his comrades for his dry sense of humour, his 
kindness and his sound common-sense. Chris is survived by his wife Elsie, daughter Laura and son 
Brian. 
 
 


