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Williams Family 

 

 
Museum Newsletter November 1981 
Freda and Claude came to Wainuiomata in the mid-thirties to operate Wainuiomata Transport. Part 
of their work consisted of bringing residents' orders for groceries from Lower Hutt and as the 
population grew they did the obvious thing and enlarged their Post Office shop to a full grocery store 
selling all and everything. As well the Wainui Shingle Company was one of Claude's brainchilds. So 
all in all the Williams family were very much part of the growing-up process of Wainuiomata and 
should be able to give us a good story of those times. 

 
Museum Newsletter November 1982 
Freda and Claude were married one Saturday in 1936 and the next day, Sunday, came to take over 
their new business the Wainuiomata Post Office Store which was situated at that time in Moores 
Valley Road. Stock at valuation was £10 and consisted of soap, candles and chocolate. However, in 
between valuation and the Williams’ arrival the chocolate had disappeared. Most of their work 
consisted of the mail (inwards & outwards) and the telephone exchange. There was no rural mail 
delivery, residents collected their mail from the Post Office. 
 
The Wainuiomata Development Co had started building houses but at a very slow rate – their big 
expansion was to come after the war. At this time most of the work came from the farming families in 
the Valley. Under the William’s the store expanded into a proper country store providing everything 
even, at a later date, petrol. Although the promised supply tank from Caltex came as a surprise – a 
44 gal drum on a barrow, pumped by hand. As needs showed up they supplied it. 
 
With the support of the headmaster, Mr Still, a school bus service covering Moores Valley, Swamp 
Road (Now Fitzherbert Road) and the Coast Road was begun. The possibilities of a Rural Mail 
delivery was investigated and with the backing of the residents who wrote lots of letters to their 
friends to increase the mail going out (inwards mail didn’t count) this was successful and the Rural 
Mail contract at £25 per annum eventuated in 1937. Wainuiomata Transport was started at about 
this time with one old truck. This led to another possibility – the carting of shingle so shingle rights 
were obtained from Eric Riddiford at Orongorongo and the formation of the Wainui Shingle 
Company. 
 
Altogether their interests had expanded so that they needed larger premises so a tender was put in 
for the Mata Dairy Company which was accepted. The Development Company had an option over 
this building but had not taken it up but felt they still had a claim over it so when Claude and Freda 
started moving their shop the Company called in the Police but eventually their claim was disallowed 
and the shop was moved to its new site down in the Village to about where the Wainuiomata 
Hardware now stands. 
 
Freda and Claude sold the grocery and mail business to Ken and Lucy Ibell in 1945. At this time, 
although the Rural Mail delivery was continued by Ken Ibell, a Post Office was opened with Beatrice 
Burdan as the first Postmistress. The Transport business was also sold at this time and the Williams 
family continued only with the Shingle Company until their eventual retirement from business life in 
Wainuiomata. 
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