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WAINUIOMATA RIVER BRIDGE NAME ORIGINS 
 

Introduction 
 

This document is about some background and the origin of the bridge names along the Wainuiomata 

River. It is for the bridges that are located south of the Lower Reservoir Dam. There are bridges / 

structures north of the Lower Reservoir Dam and these are for water extraction purposes and are excluded. 
 

Wainuiomata is named after the big water or stream of Mata. Wai means water. Nui means big. O means 

of. Mata refers to a woman's name Roimata. This is an official version. The origins of the word are 

disputed and other translations are: 
 

- Refers to the women living in the now Hutt Valley who came over the Wainuiomata Hill to evade 

marauding Māori tribes. These tribes in about 1819 were carrying muskets that came north from the 

Paremata area. In the battle the local tribes were said to have been destroyed. The Paremata Māoris 

came across the remaining women who were sitting wailing by the stream after the slaughter of their 

menfolk. From this we have “faces streaming with water”, “tears” or “weeping water”. 

- Refers to the large pools of water which lay over the swampy surface of the northern end of the 

Valley, or the river itself which is known to flood the Coast Road / Wainuiomata Valley. From this 

it can also mean large river from the swamp. 

- Refers to a runaway called Mata who was pursued into the Wairarapa by a small party, some of who 

were killed by the Wairarapa local Māori tribe. 

- Refers to the whitebait that are present at the mouth of the river. Mata means whitebait. From this we 

have big river of whitebait. 

- Refers to flint or obsidian which is hard rock found in the headwaters of the river. 

- Refers to the origin and personification of water. 
 

This document is part of a series of the origin of place names of Wainuiomata. 
 

Other documents that relate to the area are: 
 

- For information on the high points on the Ōrongorongo side of the Wainuiomata River watershed 

area see the Ōrongorongo Place Name Origins document. 

- For information on the topographical features such as high points, tracks and streams of Wainuiomata, 

that is the watershed from the head of the Wainuiomata River to the mouth where it enters the sea at 

the Wainuiomata Coast and its tributaries, see the Wainuiomata Place Name Origins document. 

- For information on central Wainuiomata, such as houses, parks and suburb names etc that are on the 

flat area see the Wainuiomata Central Place Names Origins document. 

- For information on road and street names of Wainuiomata, see the Wainuiomata Street Names Origins 

document. 
 

For more history about the Māori naming and their association with Wainuiomata see the article titled 

Wainuiomata – Whats in the Name in the book named Tales From Wainuiomata’s Past – Volume 2 by 

Gavin Wallace and Dawn Chambers. 
 

See also the Wikipedia page on the Wainuiomata River. 
 

The course of the Wainuiomata River that goes thru the suburban area has changed since housing started 

in the 1940s. There has also been efforts where the river meets the Coast Road that it has been diverted 

away from the road. 
 

See the Bibliography for further sources of information. 
 

The bridge names are from north to south. 
 

All photos are dated between 2016 and 2021 unless otherwise stated.  
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Bridge Information 

 

A bridge is a structure carrying a path, pipe or road across a river. For some of the bridges over the 

Wainuiomata River a ford existed prior to the bridge being built. 

 

The bridges are a mixture of foot, pipe and road bridges. They often used for pipes as well which are 

utilised for service utilities such as sewerage and water. 

 

The bridges are a mixture of wooden, concrete and two of them are pipes. 

 

Some bridges were built by the owner of the land to gain access to their land in all weathers. Others have 

been built to make it easy to access recreational areas. 

 

The bridges are a mixture of public / private ownership. 

 

The bridges in the document are the ones that are known. There may be more.  

 

There were and still are numerous fords that cross the Wainuiomata River. These are excluded from the 

document. 
 

The document is laid out in the following style: 

 

Locality Name for example – Gum Loops Track Bridge. 

 

Definition for example – A plantation of gum or eucalyptus trees that are in the area. These were planted 

in the 1960s. It is located along Reservoir Road. 

 

It replaced a earlier suspension bridge built in 1912 that gained access to the 4 huts but which from the 

1930s there were only 2 huts that were located at the northern end of the Gums Loop Track. The name of 

this bridge is unknown. This was located about 100 metres north of the present bridge. This bridge was 

removed in the late 1980s. There is no evidence that there was a bridge in this location in 2021. The 

bridge is publicly owned. 

 

Source of the information for example – Wainuiomata Recreation Area Brochure. 

 

Meaning of the information for example – Internet Dictionary. 

 

Type of bridge for example – Foot. 

 

Time frame when the bridge was constructed for example – 1993. 
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Gums Loop Track Bridge 

A plantation of gum or eucalyptus trees that are in the area. These were planted in the 1960s. It is located 

along Reservoir Road. 

 

It replaced a earlier suspension bridge built in 1912 that gained access to the 4 huts but which from the 

1930s there were only 2 huts that were located at the northern end of the Gums Loop Track. The name of 

this bridge is unknown. This was located about 100 metres north of the present bridge. This bridge was 

removed in the late 1980s. There is no evidence that there was a bridge in this location in 2021. The 

bridge is publicly owned. 

 

Source – Wainuiomata Recreation Area Brochure. Information – Internet Dictionary. Type of Bridge – 

Foot. Time Frame – 1994. 

 

Current Bridge. 

 
 

Previous suspension bridge – dated 1984. 
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Hine Road Recreation Reserve Bridge 

Edgar Hine (1870 – 1949) was a bond holder in the Wainuiomata Development Company. It is located at 

the northern end of the Hine Road Recreation Reserve. The bridge was built by the Riddiford Lions in 

1989. It is also known as the Top Pool Bridge. This is named after that it is the first pool when going 

downstream on the Wainuiomata River that people swam in, as newly developed suburbia reached the 

area in the 1950s. The bridge is publicly owned. 

 

Source – Wainuiomata Recreation Area Brochure. Information – Valley And Bays – Origins Of Street 

Names In Lower Hutt, Including Eastbourne, Petone And Wainuiomata by Alison Carey. Type of Bridge 

– Foot. Time Frame – 1989. 
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Cullens Bridge 

Cephas John (Jack) Cullen (1891 – 1981) had a farm in the Hine Road / Sunny Grove area, and a bridge 

was built across the Wainuiomata River at this point to gain access to it from Reservoir Road. The bridge 

was originally a footbridge built by John Oddy Wood (1897 – 1951) in the 1920s. In 1934 the bridge was 

rebuilt / widened so that vehicles could use it. It was located in the southern corner of the Hine Road 

Recreation Reserve. The bridge was privately owned but was later abandoned when the area became 

publicly owned. It was in existence from the 1920s to about 1970. 

 

There is no evidence that there was a bridge in the location in 2021. 

 

Source – Tales From Wainuiomata’s Past Volume 2 by Gavin Wallace and Dawn Chambers. Information 

– Internet Dictionary. Type of Bridge – Foot. Time Frame – 1920s. 

 

 
 

Source: Wainuiomata Historical Museum Society T4004. Dated 1950s. 
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Richard Prouse Park Northern End Pipe And Foot Bridge 

Richard Prouse (1792 – 1875) was a 19th century settler in Wainuiomata. He did not live in the area. The 

main access to the park is located between 87 and 89 Hine Road. There are 2 bridges here. The pipe 

bridge was built in 1988. It replaced a earlier double pipe bridge built around 1910. The pipe bridge is 

owned by the Greater Wellington Regional Council / Wellington Water organisation. 

 

The footbridge was built in 1981 but the foundations were put there in 1978. Prior to 1981, the pipe bridge 

was used to gain access to Moores Valley / Reservoir Road / Whitcher Grove area and Top Pool instead 

of going along the riverbank. It is also known as The Pipes. The footbridge is publicly owned. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Parks Of Wainuiomata Notes. Type of Bridge – Foot. Time Frame – 1910s. 

 

The current pipe bridge. 

 
 

The previous pipe bridge – dated 1984. 
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Richard Prouse Park Southern End Pipe Bridge 

Richard Prouse (1792 – 1875) was a 19th century settler in Wainuiomata. He did not live in the area. The 

main access to the park is located between 87 and 89 Hine Road. The pipe bridge was built in 1988. It 

replaced a earlier double pipe bridge built around 1910. Prior to 1988, the pipe bridge was used as quicker 

way to the Moores Valley Road / Village area than along the riverbank path to the Wainuiomata River 

Bridge from Richard Prouse Park. In 2021 the pipe bridge is blocked by a fence. Also the pipe is too 

slippery to walk on. It is also known as The Pipes. The pipe bridge is owned by the Greater Wellington 

Regional Council / Wellington Water organisation. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Parks Of Wainuiomata Notes. Type of Bridge – Foot. Time Frame – 1910s. 

 

The current pipe bridge. 

 
 

The previous pipe bridge – dated 1987. 
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Main Road / Wainuiomata River Bridge 

Main Road is named after that it is a principal street of a town. Prior to 1958, the road was known as the 

Wainuiomata Road. 

For the naming of Wainuiomata see the beginning of the document for the full meaning of the word. 

 

The bridge is located at 157 Main Road. 

 

The bridge was built as a one lane concrete bridge in 1916 by Charles Seymer Whitcher (1885 – 1961). 

It was widened in 1954 to a two lane bridge by Williams on the southern side. It replaced a wooden bridge 

built around 1874. Prior to this there was a ford in the area. It was also known as the School Bridge as the 

Wainuiomata School (now Wainuiomata Primary School) is located at 157 to 161 Main Road on the 

eastern side of the Wainuiomata River. The bridge is publicly owned. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Local Knowledge and Wikipedia. Type of Bridge – Foot. Time Frame – 

1840s. 

 

Previous bridge when it was one lane. Source: Wainuiomata Historical Museum Society T4274. 

 

 
 

Current Bridge. 
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Rotary Park Sewer Bridge 

A organisation that brings together business and professional leaders in order to provide humanitarian 

services, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and to advance goodwill and peace around the 

world. The Wainuiomata River was diverted away from the houses in the 1950s, which established a flat 

area. The Rotary organisation established a playground at the park in 1960s. This was gone by the mid 

1980s. The main entrance to the park is located beside 148 Main Road. There is also other entrances from 

the Black Creek Reserve and between 23 and 25 Gibbs Crescent. The sewer bridge was built in 1961 and 

was below the river bed. In later years it was above the river bed. The bridge was publicly owned by the 

Greater Wellington Regional Council / Wellington Water organisation. It was removed in 2019. 

 

Source – Local Knowledge. Information – Local Knowledge and Wikipedia. Type of Bridge – Foot. Time 

Frame – 1961. 
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Wood Street Bridge 

Leonard James Wood (1882 – 1966) was a farmer who resided along the Coast Road. It is located at 20a 

Wood Street. The date of the bridge is unknown but was built in the early part of the 20th century. It is 

also known as Faulkes bridge which is named after Herbert Charles Faulke (1865 – 1933) who owned a 

farm on the eastern and western side of the Wainuiomata River in the area. The bridge is privately owned. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Information – Valley And Bays – Origins Of Street Names In Lower Hutt, 

Including Eastbourne, Petone And Wainuiomata by Alison Carey. Type of Bridge – Foot. Time Frame 

– 1900. 
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Riskend / Wainuiomata Golf Club Bridges 

Riskend is the name of a farm by Leonard Percival Apperley (1887 – 1988). It was named as the Coast 

Road tar seal finished at the gate. Also that the road was better heading into the Village area from the 

windy and narrow road from the Wainuiomata Coast. 

For the naming of Wainuiomata see the beginning of the document for the full meaning of the word. 

 

It is located at 334 Coast Road. The bridges were built in the early 1970s when the golf course was 

established. One bridge is a foot bridge while the other bridge is used for vehicles to maintain the golf 

course. The bridges are privately owned. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Wainuiomata Glimpses Of Our Past by Vicky Alexander and Colleen Hira. 

Type of Bridge – Foot and Road. Time Frame – 1970s. 

 

The foot bridge. 

 
 

The road bridge. 
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Graces / Jacksons Bridge 

The Graces Bridge is named after John Charles Grace (1807 – 1886) who was a 19th century settler along 

the Coast Road.  

The Jacksons Bridge is named after Charles Welby Jackson (1840 – 1926) was a 19th century settler in 

Wainuiomata. He married Elizabeth Grace (1842 – 1926) whose father and family originally developed 

this area alongside the Coast Road. 

 

It is located at 726 / 728 Coast Road. The houses were built on the western side of the Wainuiomata river 

because it was thought that this where the road would go. Also there was a Māori trail down the western 

side of the Wainuiomata River. The date of the first bridge is unknown. There may have been one in the 

area in the late 19th century. It is known that there was one in the early part of the 20th century. It was later 

replaced by a bridge built by the Army Reserves as an engineering exercise. The bridge is privately 

owned. 

 

There are no images known of this bridge at ground level. 

 

Source – Map. Information – The Land Barons Of Wainuiomata by Gavin Wallace. Type of Bridge – 

Foot. Time Frame – 1900s. 
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Jacksons Farm Tramper Foot Bridge 

See Jacksons Bridge for the full meaning. It was located at the southern end of Jacksons Farm for the 

trampers who came from Gollans Valley on their way to the Ōrongorongos and back. It was in existence 

in the 1920s but was washed away. The bridge was privately owned. 

 

Source – Map. Information – The Land Barons Of Wainuiomata by Gavin Wallace. Type of Bridge – 

Foot. Time Frame – 1900s. 
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Morrisons Bridge 

Frederick Robert Morrison (1884 – 1968) was a farmer. The bridge gained access to the land that was on 

the non road side of the river. It was located in the Parangarahu Block that was Māori owned. His wife 

was Ema Te Puni (1872 – 1920). The bridge was located at about 1500 Coast Road. It was in existence 

from the 1900s to the 1950s. The bridge was privately owned. 

 

There are no images known of this bridge. 

 

Source – Wainuiomata Historical Museum Society Information. Information – Internet Search. Type of 

Bridge – Foot. Time Frame – 1900s. 
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Lighthouse / Whites Bridge 

The Lighthouse Bridge is named after a tower or other structure containing a beacon light to warn or 

guide ships at sea. This is at Baring Head / Ōrua-Pouanui. 

The Whites Bridge is named after that the colour of the bridge was white. 

 

It is located opposite 1469 Coast Road. The White Bridge was built by Samuel Trevor Dribble (1893 – 

1983). The White Bridge was in existence from 1932 to 2018 when it was replaced by another one just 

10 metres downstream. It is now known as the Lighthouse Bridge. It is also called the East Harbour 

Bridge which is a geographical term in that the area is on the east side of the harbour. The bridge was 

owned by the Maritime Department but it is now owned by the Greater Wellington Regional Council. 

 

Source – Greater Wellington Regional Council. Information – Internet Dictionary. Type of Bridge – 

Foot. Time Frame – 1930s. 

 

The current bridge. 

 
 

The original bridge – dated late 1980s. 
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