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Lease for Matakohe Island 
Land Information NZ Auckland Deed Index Reference 2B 447; Deed 34M page 1882 

 
 
Document 74578 received 10am 27 Mar 1882 
 
This deed made the 24th day of March 1882 between John Adams Edwards of Whangarei in 
the provincial district of Auckland farmer hereinafter called the "Lessor" of the one part and 
John Chambers ironmonger and Edwin Mitchelson merchant both of Auckland in the said 
provincial district hereinafter called the "Lessees" of the other part witnesseth that the lessor 
doth hereby demise and lease unto the lessee all that piece or parcel of land mentioned and 
described or referred to in the schedule hereto and delineated by the plan drawn hereon and 
therein ... with all the buildings thereon and all the rights and appurtenances thereto 
belonging to hold unto the lessees for the term of nineteen years from the first day of 
January 1882 yielding and paying therefor and for the rights and liberties hereby granted the  
yearly rent or sum of seventy pounds during the first two years of the said term and during 
the remainder of the said term the yearly rent or sum of ninety pounds free from all rates 
taxes and assessments such rent to be payable half yearly on the first day of January and 
the first day of July in every year the first of such payments to be made on the first of July 
next and it is hereby agreed and declared by the parties hereto as follows  
 
1. In the construction of these where not inconsistent with the context or subject matter the 
terms "Lessor" and "Lessees" shall be deemed to include the heirs executors administration 
and assigns of such persons respectively.  
 
2. The Lessees shall have and the lessor thereby grant to them during the said term full free 
and exclusive right and liberty to search for get and make merchantable and remove carry 
away and dispose of all or any of the clay limestone chalkmarl and cement rock fireclay 
stone and all other minerals or metals of whatever kind is under or upon the said land and 
generally to use and make convenience of such minerals or metals in applying them to the 
manufacture of cement or the burning and manufacturing of firebricks common bricks and 
roach lime and any other manufacture of whatever kind that may be undertaken by the 
Lessees and also to make pull down remove or rebuild any wharves or landing stages and 
also any buildings or erections on the said land of any kind whatsoever with full power to 
remove or pull down the buildings now upon the said land and make use of the timber 
thereof as the lessees shall think fit and also to make roadways tramways and other means 
of transport and communication and also to make excavations and sink pits shafts and bore 
holes and make all quarryings that the Lessees may deem expedient provided always that 
such excavation pits shafts and quarrying shall be fenced with a view to prevent damage or 
accident to any sheep or cattle of the Lessor that may be depasturing on the said land and 
also to make use as fully as the Lessor might or could of the foreshore or land adjoining the 
sea at all times for the purpose of any manufacturing industry which the lessees may carry 
on and full power generally to the Lessees to do all other lawful acts which may be by ... 
deemed expedient needful or convenient for effectuating that purpose aforesaid or any of 
them or for any object ancillary thereto.  
 
3. In case the chalk clay limestone chalkmarl or other materials used in or applied to the 
manufacture conducted by the Lessees shall in the opinion of the Lessees become 
exhausted or unworkable at a profit the lessees shall be entitled to determine the said term 
and to surrender this lease at any time and shall be released by the Lessor from all such 
liabilities and obligations thereunder upon giving to the Lessor six months previous notice in 
writing of their intention to surrender this lease or determine the said term.  
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4. In the event of the lessees surrendering this lease as herein before mentioned they shall 
be entitled to have the full use and occupation of the demised property for the space of one 
year after the determination of the said term free of rent for the purpose of removing selling 
or otherwise disposing of any cement common bricks firebrick or roads laid that may have 
been burnt or manufactured and any clay chalkmarl or limestone that may have been dug 
out or won during the said term.  
 
5. The Lessees shall have the option or right of purchasing the fee simple of the demised 
property free from all incumbrences at any time before the expiration of one year from the 
date hereof at the price of 1500 pounds but if the Lessees shall desire to exercise such 
option or right they shall give to the Lessor one calendar month previouswritten notice 
thereof.  
 
6. In addition to the above option or right it is agreed that if the Lessees do not exercise the 
foregoing option or right to purchase yet if the Lessor shall at any time during the said term 
after the expiration of one year from the date hereof desire to sell the fee simple of the 
demised property the lessees shall have and be entitled to the first options and preemptive 
right of purchasing the same at the price of 1500 pounds and before any sale of the demised 
property shall or can be made by the lessor during the said term he shall first make a written 
offer thereof to the Lessees at the price aforesaid allowing them six calendar months after 
the receipt of such offer to accept or refuse it.  
 
7. Any notice or offer hereunder may be served personally or be left for the person or 
persons for whom it is intended at his or their last known place of business or abode in the 
Provincial District of Auckland.  
 
8. The Lessor shall have the right of pasture for cattle and live stock over such portions of 
the said land as shall not be actually inuse by the Lessees.  
 
9. The Lessees and their servants shall not shoot hunt or otherwise disturb or destroy the 
same on the said land or keep dogs on the said land without the permission of the Lessor.  
 
10. If the rent hereby reserved shall be in arrear or unpaid for the space of one year after any 
of the days herein before provided for payment thereof then it shall be lawful for the Lessor 
at any time after the expiration of such period to enter upon the demised property or any part 
thereof and to determine the term hereby created for witness whereas the parties to these 
presents have hereunto set their hands. 
 
John Adams Edwards 
Jno. Chambers 
Edwin Mitchelson 
 
Signed by the said John Adams Edwards in the presence of Charles Tothill estate agent 
Whangarei 
 
Signed by the said John Chambers and Edwin Mitchelson in the presence of C. F. Richmond 
law student at Auckland. 
 
The schedule: All that piece of land in New Zealand containing by admeasurement 93 acres 
more or less being known by the name of Matakohe Island and being allotment number 214 
of the parish of Ohiwa in the County of Marsden bounded on all sides by high water mark on 
the shore of the said Island.  


