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John MOWLEM (1840-1910) 
 

1841 Census High St, Swanage, Dorset, England 
Henry MOWLAN  23yrs   Stonemason     born in the county 
Sarah MOWLAN  23yrs         born in the county 
John MOWLAN   3 months        born in the county 

 

Wellington Independent 16 Oct 1866 
The ship ‘Electra’, Capt. Mowlem, arrived in port yesterday at 8 p.m., having made the passage from London to Wellington, in 79 days from land to land. She 
left Gravesend on Tuesday, 17

th
 July, sighting the North Foreland on the morning of the 18

th
, and made the Lizards on the 22

nd
. Sighted Madeira on the 29

th
 

July, crossed the line (in thirty-two days) on the 18
th
 August, and sighted Trinidad, on the 27

th
 Aug. Fell in with Cape Farewell at 5 a.m. on Sunday 11

th
 inst., 

and arrived as above. She has experienced remarkably calm weather throughout the whole of the voyage, as an instance of which we might mention that she 
has only reefed topsails twice during the time she has been at sea. She brings a full cargo of general merchandise, also fifteen passengers (among whom are 
Mr and Mrs Moles, of Wairarapa) who speak in glowing terms of the kindness and urbanity of Captain Mowlem and his officers. The former gentleman as will 
be known by many of our readers, was chief officer of our old favourite the ‘Asterope’. We shall not be doing justice if we do not say that the ‘Electra’ is as fine 
a ship as the ‘Asterope’. She is perfectly new, this is her first voyage, and she is second to none in New Zealand for speed and accommodation, being fitted 
with all the latest improvements. She is consigned to Messrs Levin & Co., and will enter at the Customs this morning. On the arrival of the ‘Electra’ in port last 
night, several guns were fired, a number of rockets let off, and several blue lights exhibited. For a time the quiet waters of our bay wore quite an animated 
appearance, as the ‘Electra’ and ‘Asterope’ interchanged friendly greetings. Both vessels belong to the same owners. The captain of the ‘Electra’ was chief 
officer of the ‘Asterope’ for several voyages, and is known in Wellington as a smart and skillful seaman. We have much pleasure in congratulating him upon 
his promotion to the command of so fine a vessel. 

 

Wellington Independent 16 Oct 1866 Ship ‘Electra’ 
The Passengers who have arrived by the above new clipper ship take this opportunity of publicly thanking Captain Mowlem and Officers for their extreme 
kindness and attention to all their wants and comforts during the voyage, and they also cordially wish them every success in their profession. Samuel Moles, 
Jane Moles, A. M. Moore, Andrew H. Smith, George J. Scott, Russell Crampton, Mary Cruickshank, Elizabeth Storey. Wellington, 15

th
 Oct. 1863. [sic] 

 

New Zealand Herald 03 Dec 1866 Shipping Intelligence 
The ship ‘Electra’, Captain Mowlem, took in her first bale of wool yesterday morning, and to celebrate the event, both the ‘Electra’ and the ‘Asterope’ were 
gaily dressed with flags, and the usual demonstrations of joy were given by running the bale up to the yard-arm, with three chairs. The ‘Asterope’ we are 
informed is now nearly full, and has already a few passengers booked, so that in all probability she will sail at her appointed date, viz., the 10

th
 December – 

Wellington Independent, Nov.28. 
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Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference ADXS 19480 LS-W2/16 1866/648 
Letter dated 17 Dec 1866 from A. Stuart and J. Mowlem. Subject: Authority for A. de B. Brandon to receive grants 390 and 392 Palmerston Manawatu. 

 

Wellington Independent 14 Feb 1867 Shipping Summary 
The departures for foreign ports have been the ship ‘Electra’, for London, with a cargo of wool &c, valued at £47,505 8s 6d, and twenty-six passengers… The 
ship ‘Electra’, 668 tons register, J. Mowlem, Esq., commander, took her last bale of wool on board on the 2

nd
 inst, and celebrated that event by the customary 

formalities of firing a gun and making a display of bunting. The ‘Wild Duck’ and ‘Commodore’ also hoisted flags in honor of the event. The ‘Electra’ will sail for 
London about noon to-morrow with the following passengers – Saloon: Mr and Mrs Oliver, Masters Arthur, Hugh and Henry Oliver, Misses Charlotte and 
Emile Oliver, Miss Charlotte Orchard, Mrs Helen Stewart, Mrs W. R. E. Browne, Mrs Jas Carter, Mr and Mrs Stelling Barker, Mrs Somerville, Miss Grace 
Somerville, Messrs W. Holt, and Treherne. Steerage – Messrs A. Smith, E. Smith, and Bolcott, Miss Storey, Mrs Challiner, Mrs S. M. Marsh. She has 2364 
bales of wool and miscellaneous cargo, valued together at about £42,552 on board. We understand that Captain Mowlem has shipped a large number of New 
Zealand birds, which, we trust, he will manage to convey in safety to their destination. Dr Hector also intends forwarding a valuable collection of New Zealand 
plants to the Botanical Gardens at Kew by this opportunity. The ‘Electra’ is the second wool ship of the season, and will no doubt reach London in ample time 
for the May sales. The ship ‘Electra’, Captain J. Mowlem, cleared at the Customs on Tuesday last, and was towed to the fairway by the s.s. ‘Lady Bird’ the 
same day. She did not sail yesterday, as was originally intended, for want of a favourable wind, but will weigh anchor at 8 o’clock this morning. A race home 
will take place between the ‘Electra’ and the ‘Countess of Kintore’, which was to leave Port Underwood yesterday for London. Both vessels are new, and 
heavy bets have been laid on the result; but the beautiful lines and her quick passage out have made the ‘Electra’ the favourite. Indeed, she is one of the 
most beautiful craft that have ever graced the waters of Port Nicholson. It will be remembered that a race took place on the outward voyage between these 
two vessels, which the ‘Countess of Kintore’ won by a few hours. The following is a list of her cargo and its value:- E. Lewis – 52 bales wool, 13,945lbs, £821 
10s; Johnston & Co. – 496 bales wood, 1 bale skins, 7 bundles skins, 154,508lbs, £10,896 3s 8d; Bethune & Hunter – 498 bales wood, 1 bale skins, 
157,984lbs, £11,821; G. Moore – 57 bales wool, 1 bale skins, 22,260lbs, £1400; Taylor & Watt – 63 bales wool, 16,130lbs, £801 5s; Krull & Co. – 100 bales 
wool, 8 bags wool, 31,144lbs, £2,050 5s 7d; W. Lyon – 6 bales wool, 1,352lbs, £65 1s; W. W. Taylor – 145 bales wool, 3 bags wool, 50,872lbs, £3200; Dr 
Hector – 2 cases plants, £10; E. Geisen & Co. – 2 bales wood, 2 bags wool, 369lbs, £39; Levin & Co. – 757 bales wool, 221,621lbs, £13,052 3s 3d; W. B. 
Rhodes & Co. – 71 bales wool, 18,537lbs, £966; E. Pearce – 115 bales wool, 1 bag wool, 33,086lbs, £2,250; Meek – 1 case effects, £30; Aston – 1 case 
watches, £100; Johnston & Co. – 1 case turnery, £3. Total value £47,505 8s 6d. Total – 2,362 bales, 15 bags, 2 bales skins, 7 bundles skins – February 1.  
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Wellington Independent 27 Jun 1867 Telegrams 
The ship ‘Electra’ reached Gravesend on the 27

th
 April, 78 days out. She left Wellington on the 7

th
 February last, and rounded the Horn in nineteen days. 

Three days after she passed the Falklands, and from thence to the Line met with nothing but light baffling winds and calms. On the Equator she was 
becalmed for five days. When two days’ sail from the Azores, a fine westerly breeze was picked up, which carried her to the Channel. The Start was sighted 
on the 75

th
 day out; and up to the time of the mail leaving, the ‘Electra’ had made the quickest run home accomplished this season, beating the celebrity 

clipper ‘Blue Jacket’ by five days. Her quick run is the more remarkable from the unfavourable winds experienced during a great part of the voyage, and 
proves that the vessel possesses high sailing qualities; but at the same time due credit must be allotted to Captain Mowlem for his excellent seamanship. In 
letters written by some of the passengers to their friends here, the greatest satisfaction is expressed at the accommodation provided on board; and Captain 
Mowlem appears to have won the respect and esteem of all by his nautical skill and courteous disposition. At the end of the voyage, he was presented by the 
passengers with a handsome silver tankard, bearing an appropriate inscription, and with the following testimonial:- “Off the Nore, April 26

th
, 1867. To Captain 

John Mowlem. Dear Sir, The ‘Electra’ being on the point of terminating a rapid and successful voyage from Wellington to London, we, the saloon passengers, 
desire to express our sense of your unvarying courtesy and kindness during a passage, resembling – thanks to your exertions to promote our comfort and 
convenience, added to the feeling of security and confidence with which your skillful seamanship has inspired us all – a pleasant yachting trip rather than the 
serious undertaking of a long sea voyage. Having, on several occasions, witnessed the ‘Electra’ matched with other ships, some, too, of the first class, we 
cannot but congratulate you on the splendid sailing and seaworthy qualities of the beautiful vessel you may justly feel pride in commanding. We have felt 
unwilling to wish you good-bye without leaving you a token of our appreciation of your kindness and worth, and at the same time expressing the strong 
sentiments of friendship and esteem with which we regard a gentleman who has contributed in so many ways to our happiness and comfort, we therefore 
request your acceptance of the accompanying testimonial. Wishing you that success in your profession, for which this, your first voyage in command, augurs 
so well, - We remain, dear sir, very sincerely your’s, Arthur R. Oliver, Jane Oliver, Charlotte Orchard, William Henry Holt, Hannah F. Holt, Robert Stelling 
Barker, Mary Barker, Mary Somerville, Agnes Somerville, Helen Stewart, James Carter, Llewellyn J. Traherne.” The ‘Countess of Kintore’ had not been heard 
of when the May mail left. 

 

Evening Post 22 Oct 1867 
The favourite ship ‘Electra’, Captain Mowlem, arrived in harbor at eight o’clock this morning, after a quick passage of 85 days from land to land. The ‘Electra’ 
brings out some very valuable sheep for Messrs Guthrie and Moore, and a fine entire draught horse for Mr Scarth. During the passage from London very 
rough weather was experienced, and three sheep died, as did also a cow, the property of Mr Jacob Joseph. The passengers arrived in good health, and 
presented the Captain with a purse of fifteen sovereigns, and the following address:- “We the undersigned passengers in the ‘Electra’, wish, as we are now 
within a few days’ sail from our destination, on this, your birthday, to mark our high appreciation of your kindness, consideration, and gentlemanly conduct to 
all on board during a very rough passage, in the course of which you have shown yourself a skillful seaman, as well as a kind friend to us all. As a proof of 
which, we beg your acceptance of this small present.” [Here follow the names of a very large majority of the passengers.]. Mr Jacob Joseph and family, for 
many years settlers in Wellington, who have been on a visit of some duration to the Mother Country, returned to-day in the ship ‘Electra’, and on landing were 
warmly received by their many friends. 
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Evening Post 18 Feb 1868 Marriage 
On the 15

th
 inst., at Wainuiomata, by the Rev William S. McGowan, Captain John Mowlem, of the ship ‘Electra’ of London, to Agnes, eldest daughter of Hugh 

Sinclair, Esq., of Mownui. 

 

Evening Post 18 Feb 1868 
The ship ‘Electra’, Captain Mowlem, with a heavy cargo and passengers, left harbor, for London, at four this afternoon. 

 

Wellington Independent 20 Feb 1868 
The ship ‘Electra’, Captain Mowlem, sailed for London on Tuesday afternoon. On getting under weigh two guns were fired from the vessel and the ensign 
dipped. 

 

Wanganui Herald 18 Jun 1868 Captain Mowlem 
The popular master of one of the regular London ships to Wellington, the ‘Electra’, has just had the good fortune to be advised of a legacy of £33,000 
bequeathed to him by an uncle lately deceased. We wish Captain Mowlem the full enjoyment of his handsome fortune. 

 

Wellington Independent 18 Aug 1868 The Late John Mowlem, Esq. 
We believe the deceased gentleman to whom the following paragraph refers was the uncle of Captain Mowlem of the ‘Electra’. The will of John Mowlem, 
Esq., late of Swanage, Dorsetshire, was administered to, in the London Court, on April 19, so far only as regards his personal estate and effects in England, 
which were sworn under £40,000, the executors and trustees being his partners, Joseph Freeman and George Burt, Esqrs., and George R. Crickmay, 
architect, Weymouth; and Edward S. Herman, chemist, of Swanage. The will is dated May 1865 and two codicils, February 1867 and January 1868. He has 
left legacies and annuities to his nephews and nieces, free of duty. He leaves his residence and grounds at Swanage to Mrs Arbon, wife of James Arbon, of 
Somers place, Hyde Park, for her life, and afterwards to the first of her sons attaining 21, and to his issue, and leaves her all the furniture, plate, books, and 
other household effects absolutely, and the interest of £2000. To his nephew, Joseph Mowlem, son of his late brother Robert, he leaves a liberal annuity; also 
the freehold estate he purchased of the trustees of Ilminster School. The residue of his real and personal estates he leaves in trust, one moiety for his grand-
nephew, John Mowlem, son of his nephew, Henry Hibbs Mowlem, and the other moiety to Mrs Arbon and her children. 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference ADXS 19480 LS-W2/19 1869/55 
Letter dated 05 Nov 1868 from John Mowlem. Subject: Authority for A. de B. Brandon to receive grant for rural section 391 Palmerston and 112 Town Foxton 

 

Evening Post 29 Dec 1868 Birth 
On the 25

th
 inst, at Wainuiomata, the wife of Captain Mowlem, ship ‘Electra’, of a daughter. 
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Hawke’s Bay Herald 02 Jan 1869 
It is with much regret that we (Evening Post) announce that Adam Smith, Esq., so well and favourably known as captain of the ‘Asterope’, is laid up with an 
attack of fever, which, it is feared, will preclude the possibility of his going to sea with his vessel. We hear that Captain Mowlem will take his place, as it is to 
be hoped that by the time the ‘Electra’ is ready Captain Stuart will be restored to health. 

 

Evening Post 3 Jan 1870 To Builders 
Tenders for the erection of a Dwelling House, Coach-House, and Stables at Wainuiomata, for Captain Mowlem, will be received at my office, where plans and 
specifications may be seen until noon of Tuesday ..th January. The lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted. C. Tringham, Architect. 

 

Wellington Land Transfer Office land deeds. Alexander Turnbull Library Reference fMS-256 Item 66 
Mortgage John Mowlem to Samuel Waters 9 July 1870. This deed made the 9th day of July 1870 between Samuel Waters of the City of Wellington 
mercantile clerk and John Mowlem of the Wainuiomata District settler of the other part witnesseth that in consideration of the sum of £300 on the execution of 
these presents advanced and lent by the said John Mowlem to the said Samuel Waters (as he doth hereby acknowledge) He the said Samuel Waters for 
himself his heirs executors and administrators doth hereby covenant with the said John Mowlem his executors, administrators and assigns that he shall and 
will pay to Mowlem £300 on 9 July 1875 and in the meantime pay interest thereon after the rate of £8 per centum per annum by equal annual payments on 
the ninth day of July. Section 153 City of Wellington being lot 4 and part of lot 2 bounded on the North by part of lot 3... South by lots 5-8... East by Section 
155 West by Cuba Street... the southern boundary... is parallel with and distant one hundred feet from Ingestre Street... To Hold unto the said John Mowlem 
and his heirs subject nevertheless to a certain deed of Mortgage dated 14 June 1867 made between the said Samuel Waters of the one part and the Trustees 
of the Wellington Mutual Investment Society of the other part registered at Wellington number "7374"... 

 

Evening Post 6 Sep 1870 Port of Wellington - Passenger List Inwards 
Per Lord Ashley: Cabin - Mrs Stevens, Captains Thomas, Mowlem, and Sedcole, Rev. Mr Byrne, the Gourlay Family (5), Messrs Isaacs, Gilbert, 
Teague, Axup, and Sherrard; 5 in the steerage. 2 for other ports. 

 

Evening Post 14 Oct 1870 
The Alhambra, Capt. J. McLean, arrived at 6 a.m. this morning. Left Melbourne at 7.15 p.m. on the 8th; on the morning of the 10

th
 experienced strong gales 

from the S.E., lasting 15 hours. Leaves Bluff for Dunedin at 4 p.m. today.... Passengers for Wellington: Mrs Buckley, Mrs Manwell, Mrs Mowlem; 72 tons 
cargo 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference AAAR 24723 W3558/221 297 
1872 Power of Attorney – Duncan Sinclair McLaggan to John Mowlem  
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Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference AAAR 24723 W3558/222 390,291 
1874 Mortgage – John Mowlem to Charles Howard [Section 391 Palmerston Manawatu; Section 112 Township of Foxton] Includes No.391 Release and 
Reconveyance – Charles Howard to John Mowlem 

 

Evening Post 31 May 1875 Birth 
On the 27

th
 inst., at Wainuiomata, the wife of Captain Mowlem, of a son. 

 

Evening Post 13 Aug 1877 Birth 
On 11

th
 August, at Wainuiomata, the wife of Captain Mowlem, of a son. 

 

Manawatu Times 16 Nov 1878 
“The cry is still they come!” More settlers for the Manawatu. Palmerston is at present being visited by a number of strangers whose mission it is to take up 
land and settle in the district. Amongst others there is Mr Kebblewhite, an old settler from Masterton, who, with his sons, intends settling permanently in the 
Manawatu. Captain Mowlem, who at present owns considerable property in Palmerston, has also been in the town, casting his eyes about for suitable land, in 
which we hear he is prepared to invest to the tune of £8,000 or £10,000. 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference AAAR 24723 W3558/226 1107 
1879 Deed of Arrangement – John and Agnes Mowlem and Elizabeth Sinclair to John and Duncan Sinclair 

 

Manawatu Herald 18 Mar 1879 
Wellington, Monday, 7 p.m. Sailed, 4 p.m. – Jane Douglas for Foxton. Passengers – Mr and Mrs G. W. Russell, Mr and Mrs Ingles and family, Mr and Mrs 
Mowlem and family, Mrs Perry, Messrs Smith, Munro, Moinet, Clasman, Hanson, and Smart. 

 

Manawatu Herald 21 Mar 1879 Port of Foxton – Arrived 
March 18 – Jane Douglas, ss, 75 tons, Fraser, from Wellington. Passengers: Cabin – Mr and Mrs Russell, Mrs Anderson and child, Mrs Ingles and two 
children, Mr and Mrs Mowlem and family (4), Mrs Perry, Messrs Smart, Munro (2), Smith, Chapman, Hanson, Telgar, King, McGrath, Pallot, Sharp, Dunn, 
Labbat, Symons, Henn; and seven immigrants ex Hudson. Liddell, agent. 
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Manawatu Herald 13 May 1879 Bush Felling 
Captain Mowlem wrote, asking for a refund of £5 19s 0d, which he had spent cutting down some bush on a road line adjoining his land. Mr Linton, in whose 
Riding the land in question was situated, thought the claim only fair. The Manawatu Highways Board allowed current value in cases where a settler cut down 
the bush on the road line. In the present case, the work would save the money during the winter in damage to the road. Mr Sanson asked if the Norwegians 
had been paid for the work in front of their land. If they adopted the principle, they should advertise they were indebted to a large number of persons. Mr 
Linton said the Government had felled the whole of the bush on the side of the road where the Norwegians lived. Mr Gower pointed out that a request by Mr 
T. Edwards, of Moutoa, some months ago, had been rejected. It would be unfair to refund to Captain Mowlem, and not to Mr Edwards. The Chairman said if 
the Council recognized the one claim, they should recognize all. It would affect only the Manchester and Taonui Ridings. There would be eight miles to be 
done on the Stoney Creek Road. Mr Halcombe thought permission should be asked before such work was done, and the claims recognized. Proposed by Mr 
Linton, and seconded by Mr Carr – That the amount claimed by Mr Mowlem for bush felling on County road be refunded. A division was called, as follows:- 
For the resolution – Messrs Linton, Kebbell and Carr; against – Messrs Sanson, Gower, Halcombe, Rockstrow and Macarthur. The motion was therefore lost. 
The Chairman said he objected, partly on financial grounds, as the principle, if carried out, would involve a considerable expense. 

 

Manawatu Times 28 Jun 1879 Manawatu Highways Board 
Meeting held Thursday 26 June – Present – Messrs Dalrymple (chairman), McKenzie, McPherson, McEwen and Farmer…Engineer’s Report No.6 Ward – I 
visited Milson’s line of road and arranged with Parkins and others to erect a bridge over creek, form twelve chains of road and built two culverts as per 
resolution passed at last meeting. Have called tenders for bush-felling in Roberts’ line of road. I have also set out and prepared section for thirty-three chains 
of formation on road line leading to Stace’s property. This is a piece of work that should be carried out, as at present time settlers have only the rough natural 
ground formation to travel on. It will not be a very costly piece of work. There is also another important work required to be done on this road line – that is, the 
filling-in across the swamp or lagoon from Mr Dalrymple’s to Mr Stace’s property. This certainly should be done, as it is most miserable for the settlers living 
on east side to get to their homesteads when water is thereon. Another work in this locality is the road line leading between Mr Dalyrmple’s and Captain 
Mowlem’s property. This requires to be cleared, to allow settlers over the river easy access to the river; at present time it is blocked up with logs and stumps, 
and for a matter of about £20 the road could be made passable. 

 

Manawatu Times 16 Aug 1879 Fencing Notice 
I hereby call upon the owner or occupier of Section 389, Borough of Palmerston North, to erect his share of the fence between his property and my Section, 
No.390. It it is not done within fourteen days I will erect it and charge him with the cost. Cattle and Horses trespassing will be impounded, and the fines strictly 
enforced. John Mowlem. 
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Manawatu Times 03 Sep 1879 Borough Elections 
Palmerston North 29 Aug 1879 To Captain Mowlem. We, the undersigned, Burgesses of the Borough of Palmerston North, respectfully request that you will 
allow yourself to be nominated for the next election of Councillors for the said Borough on the eleventh September 1879 – Joseph P. Leary, E. Warburton, 
George A. Green, Thomas Wray, Thomas Manson, James Linton, Robert N. Keelieg, George M. Snelson, E. Marsh, George Theak, Frits Jenssen, H. 
Mumford, W. Marsh and others. To J. P. Leary, Esq., and other gentlemen signing the above requisition. Gentlemen – I feel highly honored by the requisition 
you have handed me, and if elected, I will do my best for the interest of the Borough, John Mowlem. 

 

Manawatu Times 01 Nov 1879 Manawatu Highways Board 
Meeting held Thursday 30 Oct 1879. Present – Messrs Dalrymple (chairman), Bruce, Farmer, McPherson, McEwen, McKenzie and Rockell. Engineer’s 
Report No.6 Ward. I have visited Stoney Creek Road, and find Christensen has done the work of bush-felling by his section, being 50 chains in length; also 
Peter Scampka and J. Tafeta have fallen eight chains each of bush in front of their sections on James’s Line. The contractors for formation, bridge and 
culverts, on Milson’s line, have nearly finished their work, there being only some trimming to do to the embankment. Captain Mowlem has cleared the bush 
away from off road line leading to Mr Dalrymple’s property. This is the bush that was felled on road line by Captain Mowlem’s men. 

 

Manawatu Times 19 Nov 1879 Requisition to James Linton, Esq. 
We, the undersigned ratepayers of the Borough of Palmerston North, request of you to allow yourself to be placed in nomination for the office of Mayor of 
Palmerston North, vacant by the retirement of George M. Snelson, Esq. In the event of your acceding to the requisition, we pledge ourselves to put forth our 
best efforts to secure your return. G. M. Snelson, J. P. Leary, James Carroll, C. H. Mitford, James King, Thomas King, Thomas Wray, Henry McNeil, John B. 
Dungan, G. A. Green, John Mowlem, Charles Tricklebank, Thomas Moffatt, Robert Gillies, Thomas S. Hoe, James Kebblewhite, John E. Perrin, E. 
Brightwell, F. W. Venn, Charles S. Gatton, Edward Marsh, Robert Henderson, A. W. Wylds, Henry Freeman, H. J. Hayns, R. Kebblewhite, Thomas 
Goodisson and 100 others. Gentlemen, The above very flattering requisition proves to my satisfaction, that my past career in public matters, has been 
acknowledged by my fellow townsmen, as having been of some importance to them. I have now much pleasure in placing my services at your disposal as 
requested, and shall allow myself to be nominated at the forthcoming election for Mayor. If I should have the honor of being elected to that important office, I 
shall do my utmost to study the interests of this Borough, and retain the confidence you now so generously repose in me. I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 
Yours obediently, James Linton. 

 

Manawatu Times 05 Jun 1880 Caution 
All persons are hereby cautioned against shooting over my land on Stoney Creek. John Mowlem, June 1

st
, 1880. 
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Manawatu Times 10 Jul 1880 Palmerston Borough Council 
Meeting held Wednesday 07 July. Present – His Worship the Mayor, and Councillors Jenssen, Metard, Ferguson, Palmerson, Coleman, McNeil and Dungan. 
Fencing: The Chairman brought under the notice of the Council the necessity of having Section 656 – between Thynne, Linton & Co.’s store and Captain 
Mowlem’s – fenced. The pathway had been newly made at considerable expense, and as the vacant section was a short way through to Church street, if it 
were not fenced the path would be destroyed. The Town Clerk said the land was the property of an absentee in Wellington, who had been written to on the 
question, and had paid no attention to the letter. Moved by Councillor McNeil, seconded by Councillor Coleman – “That the owner of Section No.565 be given 
notice to fence, and that he be informed that unless he does not comply within fourteen days, the Council will cause it to be done, and charge him with the 
expense.” – Carried. 
 
Engineers Report… I have had the day labor men employed on footpath in front of Captain Mowlem’s, and also to repairs to streets… In conclusion, I beg to 
state that the cost of labor on footpath in front of School, Captain Mowlem’s, &c., has been done, under my estimate up to present time, being £12 12s 0d., 
against my estimate of £13; but there will still have to be, say, another day’s work for each of the daymen to do before the work is complete, which will exceed 
my estimate by a few shillings. 

 

Correspondence Register of the Crown Lands Department  - Archives NZ Reference: ABWN 8077 W5272/7 starting 1880/412 
1880 Jun 09 Governor; Assenting to application from Duncan Sinclair and John Mowlem to bring sections 20 to 23 (Lowry Bay) under Land Transfer Act. (see 
1880/1524) 
 
1880 Oct 4 Izard & Bell, Wellington; Have paid £200 received from Messrs Sinclair and Mowlem further payment of purchase money on Lowry  
Bay Estate to the Cashier at Treasury. (see 1881/1212) 

 

Manawatu Times 24 Jul 1880 Impounding Notice 
Impounded on the land of Mr John Mowlem, on the 23

rd
 instant:- One red cow, very long horns, blotch brand on off side, marked on both ears like slit, also 

one white cow, no visible brand. If not claimed, and expenses paid on Monday the 16
th
 of August, will be sold at the Public Pound, Palmerston. John 

Gillespie, Poundkeeper. 

 

Manawatu Times 01 Sep 1880 Tenders Wanted 
Tenders are invited, to be sent in up to Thursday, 9

th
 September, for building a house, labor only. The lowest, or any tender, not necessarily accepted. Plans 

and specifications to be seen at my house. John Mowlem, Palmerston North. 

 

Manawatu Times 05 Jan 1881 
Mr John Mowlem invites tenders for painting a house, labor only. 
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Manawatu Herald 21 Jan 1881 Palmerston Gold Prospecting – Indications of Alluvial Workings 
A few days ago the writer, in returning from Palmerston, fell in with Captain Mowlem, who owns a farm of about 300 acres adjoining Manawatu river, on the 
Palmerston flat, and who volunteered the following information. Some few weeks ago, Captain Mowlem was engaged sinking an Abyssinian well upon his 
property, and having sunk the required depth – between 20 and 30 feet – a very powerful Douglas pump was fitted on to the well. At first the pump clogged, 
but after a little effort began to draw, and almost immediately commenced to bring up considerable quantities of a heavy black sand, mixed with which were a 
number of “flakes” of some bright substance, either gold or brass. The captain was the first to notice it, his attention being especially attracted by the fact that 
the “stuff” sunk to the bottom, and kept together. Several men who were working about the place at the time saw it, and of course declared it to be gold, but 
as they were not practical miners, and simply hazarded a guess, their opinions carried no weight with Captain Mowlem, who ridiculed the idea of gold being 
brought up by the pump. His impression then was that the bright substance he saw was nothing but particles of brass – the pump was fitted with a brass box 
– knocked off by the sand in its passage through the pump. Being so convinced in his own mind that what he had seen could not be gold, Captain Mowlem 
took no steps to preserve any of it for testing, and the whole of the black sand containing it was thrown into a hole which has since been filled up. In the 
evening one of the workmen on Captain Mowlem’s farm went to Palmerston and mentioned at the Ready Money Store what had taken place. Next day a 
person went down to the farm to obtain a sample of the dirt and gold or whatever else it might be, but strange to say when the pump was put in motion it 
brought up nothing but grey sand, not the smallest particle of ‘yellow’ being visible. This simultaneous stoppage of the black sand and “brass” has rather 
staggered Captain Mowlem’s theory of the particles having come from the brass box, and he now regrets that he did not have some of it tested. He will sink 
another well in a short time, when, if the same phenomenon occurs, he will test whether the substance is or is not gold… 

 

Manawatu Herald 01 Feb 1881 Port of Foxton 
January 28 – Jane Douglas, ss, 75 tons, Fraser, from Wellington. Passengers – Cabin – Mrs Harris, Messrs Shore, Nolan, Savell and boy, Clark, …, 
Cornwell, Edmondson (2), Rodgers (3), Mr and Mrs Brest, Mr and Mrs Mowlem and family (6). Liddell, agent. 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference ADXS 19480 LS-W2/36 1881/135 
Letter dated 04 Mar 1881 from John Mowlem, Palmerston North. Subject: For information regarding sections in Arawaru. 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference AAAR 24723 W3558/227 1447 
1882 Mortgage – Hugh Sinclair to John Mowlem 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference AAAR 24723 W3558/228 1448 
1882 Reconveyance – John Mowlem to John Sinclair and Duncan Sinclair and John & Duncan Sinclair and Elizabeth Sinclair 

 

Correspondence Register of the Crown Lands Department  Archives NZ Reference: ABWN 8077 W5272/8 1882/1719 
1882 Jul 8 H. D. Bell, Crown Solicitor, Wellington; Reports that he has recovered from Messrs Mowlem and Sinclair the sum of £156 for interest on mortgage 
over the Lowry Bay Estate. (see Treasury 1882/2432) 
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Correspondence Register of the Treasury Department  - Archives NZ Reference T2/11 starting 1882/2432 
1882 Aug 30 John Mowlem, Palmerston North; Has instructed Levin & Co. to pay £19 10s his share of interest on Lowry Bay Estate (see 1883/3985) 

 

Letter Book of Lower Hutt Town Board  – Hutt City Archives Reference ARCH63144 
Hutt Town Board Office, Hutt 06 February 1883. To Captain J. Mowlem. Dear Sir, I duly received your letter in reply to that of mine in reference to the demand 
for rates on ‘Sinclair’s property the same was duly laid before the Board for their consideration. I have been requested by the Board to inform you that as 
mortgagee you are liable for to pay the Rates see Rating Act 1882 clauses 29 and 30. Your humble servant, Joseph Hall, Clerk. 

 

Evening Post 07 Feb 1883 
A meeting of the Hutt Town Board was held on Monday last. Present – Mr Robert Orr in the chair, and Messrs H. Damant, J. Knight, and John Cudby. 
Correspondence was received from Captain Mowlem and Mr R. Macalister, declining to pay arrears of rates on property held by former owners. The Clerk 
was instructed to write to them calling their attention to the 29

th
 and 30

th
 clauses of the Rating Act of 1882, and to state that the Board will proceed to recover 

the rates under the Act. 

 

Manawatu Standard 07 May 1883 New Wesleyan Church – Opening Services 
… The organ, which was kindly lent by Capt. Mowlem for the occasion, was presided over by Miss Mowlem at each of the services, by whom the instrument 
was very nicely played. We congratulate the conductor on possessing such an excellent organist, and the congregation on having such a well-traind choir to 
lead them in singing God’s praises… 

 

Correspondence Register of the Treasury Department  - Archives NZ Reference T2/11 starting 1882/2432 
1883 Dec 25 John Mowlen, Palmerston North; Has forwarded p.. of interest Insurance on buildings at Lowry Bay to B. Smith & Co., Will attend to reminder to 
pay off mortgage. (see 1884/5) 

 

Correspondence Register of the Treasury Department  - Archives NZ Reference T2/12 starting 1884/5 
1883 Dec 31 John Mowlem, Palmerston North; Enclosing receipt(?) for £4 5s interest (?) on buildings at Lowry Bay (see 1884/190) 

 

Manawatu Times 05 Jan 1884 Wesleyan Quarterly Meeting 
… Resolved, That this meeting approves of the steps taken for securing the land offered by Capt. Mowlem, and is glad to find that the deed of conveyance is 
being prepared, and awaits the signatures of the trustees… 
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Correspondence Register of the Treasury Department  - Archives NZ Reference T2/12 starting 1884/5 
1884 Jan 15 John Mowlem, Palmerston North; Forwarding his cheque for £39 int due on mortgage Lowry Bay Estate (see 1884/1022) 
1884 Apr 2 Izard & Bell, Wellington; Forwarding... recd for £12 15s 7d pd... a/c of principal & Int due on Sinclair & Mowlem's mortgage on Lowry Bay Estate. 
Requests receipt be enclosed on mortgage... (see 1884/1043) 
1884 Apr 5 Izard & Bell, Wellington; Acknowledging receipt of Mortgage Sinclair & Mowlem to The Queen Lowry Bay Estate duly endorsed by Colonial 
Treasurer (see 1884/1056 - sequence continues to 1884/1103 

 

Manawatu Standard 06 May 1885 Road Board 
Report read re culvert between Mr Bocknick and Capt. Mowlem’s land to the effect that the same remain as before. No alteration could be made without 
affecting Captain Mowlem’s property. 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference ACGS 16211 J1/463/bf 1890/678 
Letter dated 31 Jul 1890 from J. Mowlem, Justice of the Peace, Palmerston North. Subject: For leave of absence as Justice of the Peace. 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference ADXS 19480 LS-W2/65 1891/184 
Letter dated 24 Jan 1891 from John Mowlem, Palmerston North. Subject: Wants plans of the Wanganui Harbour Board Block and asks when will land above 
Blocks III and IV Pohangina be open. 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference ACGS 16211 J1/505/w 1893/1179 
Letter dated 31 Jul 1893 from J. Mowlem, Justice of the Peace, Palmerston North. Subject: For leave. 

 

Manawatu Herald 30 Jul 1895 Fires in Palmerston North 
The same night [28 Jul] the premises of Mr Harty, in the Square caught fire, which spread to Mr Haydon’s store and Guy and Haggitt’s offices. This block was 
destroyed. Captain Mowlem owned the premises. 

 

New Zealand Mail 6 May 1897 Marriage page 20c 
Marriage. Mowlem-Green. At Wellington, on the 24th, Fred Mowlem, second son of Captain Mowlem, of Palmerston North, to Rose Emma (Nellie), eldest 
daughter of Fredrich Whittington Green, Masterton. 

 

New Zealand Mail 17 Feb 1898 page 19c 
Palmerston North News. Mrs (Captain) Mowlem, who has been in a critical state of health for some time past, was enabled to leave on a visit to Masterton a 
few days ago. Although still very far from strong, she has much improved in health during the last week or so. 
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New Zealand Mail 19 Oct 1899 p26c 
While walking in Wellington some time ago some poisonous substance entered the eye of Mr F. Mowlem, junr. As a result (says the Manawatu 'Daily Times') 
one eye has had to be removed entirely, and doubts exist as to the possibility of saving the sight in the remaining one. Mrs Mowlem, wife of Captain Mowlem, 
has also recently submitted to an operation on her eyes and at present it is problematical whether the sight will be saved. She is at present staying with the 
Rev Mr Harper at Rongatea. 

 

Evening Post 22 Feb 1901 
(From our own Correspondent) Palmerston North, This Day Captain Mowlem has received an intimation that his son James has been promoted to a 
lieutenancy in Brabant's Horse. Lieut. Mowlem has risen from the ranks, and after serving as non-commissioned officer has gained the position of lieutenant 
in fifteen months. 

 

Evening Post 26 Apr 1901 
The Manawatu Daily Times regrets to hear that Captain Mowlem has received information from South Africa, through an indirect source, that his son Percy 
Mowlem, who left as bugler with the Sixth Contingent, is dangerously ill. The Premier has been requested to institute enquiries by cable. 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference ACGS 16211 J1/670/n 1901/1404 
Letter dated 15 Nov 1901 from Governor, Wellington. Subject: Appointing John Mowlem to be a Coroner. 

 

Evening Post 13 Feb 1902 
New Zealand Contingents: The North Island Battalion of the Ninth [By Telegraph - Press Association] Disbandment of a Famous Corps. Private letters 
received by Captain Mowlem from Capetown state that Brabant's Hose, one of the most noted of the many colonial regiments raised during the war, has been 
disbanded, owing to losses in the field so sadly thinning the ranks that it was not thought advisable at this stage of the war to enlist men. The regiment took 
part in some of the sharpest engagements of the war, including the Wepener affair. Lieut. Jas. Mowlem, son of Captain Mowlem, has been associated with 
the troop practically since its formation, having joined as a trooper. The troop was composed of two regiments, each 1000 strong, and all engaged will receive 
the special medal awarded for the Wepener affair, in which, it will be remembered, 3000 British troops successfully held the town for 14 days against 800 
Boers. 

 

Manawatu Standard 07 Jul 1902 
Masterton, Monday. The presentation of a purse of sovereigns was made on Saturday evening to Mr John Mowlem, son of Captain Mowlem, of Palmerston 
North, formerly in business here as auctioneer, who is leaving to take up his residence permanently in South Africa. 
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New Zealand Mail 13 Jan 1904 
Palmerston North. Borough Council Meeting, Capt Mowlem, District Coroner forwards rider from jury at recent inquest concerning need for provision of 
morgue. [More details given] 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference ACGS 16211 J1/739/q 1905/1320 
Letter dated 17 Aug 1905 from Captain Mowlem, Coroner, Palmerston North. Subject: Regarding his expenses holding inquiry on E. Curtayne, deceased, 
(fire at Hastie’s Hotel, Feilding), extra guinea allowed. 

 

New Zealand Free Lance 17 Nov 1906 p8 
A pretty wedding that excited a large amount of interest in Palmerston North on Wednesday this week was that of Miss Agnes Mowlem, second daughter of 
Captain Mowlem, to Mr G. A. Ross, of the Stock Department, Wellington. Both bride and bridegroom have also a large number of friends in this city. The 
wedding was solemnised by the Rev. Mr. Lewis, in the Wesleyan Church, at Palmerston. Captain Mowlem gave his daughter away. The bride was attended 
by her sister, Miss Hilda Mowlem, as bridesmaid, and Mr Spencer acted as best man. The bride looked exceedingly winsome in her bridal dress of cream 
cloth, matched with cream hat. Miss Mowlem wore a box dress of white muslin. In the evening, the happy pair came down by train to Wellington, where they 
are taking up their residence. 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference ACGS 16211 J1/802/g 1909/1102 
Letter dated 12 Aug 1909 from John Mowlem, Coroner, Palmerston North. Subject: Resigns as Coroner. 

 

Wairarapa Age 15 Jan 1910 Personal 
Captain Mowlem, a very old and respected resident of the Manawatu, is seriously ill. 

 

Evening Post 26 Jan 1910 Death 
Captain John Mowlem, of Palmerston North, who died yesterday, was born in 1840, and went to Palmerstons North in the early days. He was a native of 
Swanage, Dorsetshire, and was at one time a well-known navigator in New Zealand waters, and was master of the barque Electra at 25 years of age. In 1869 
he took up land at Wainuiomata, and after ten years residence on it he sold his property and settled in the Manawatu district. For 17 years he was a director 
of the Palmerston North Building Society, and rendered service to the town as borough councillor, Coroner, and J.P.  He married a daughter of Mr Hugh 
Sinclair, Wainuiomata, who survives him. His family are:- Messrs John and P. Mowlem (South Africa), F. Mowlem (Australia), Jas. Mowlem and H. Mowlem 
(who are in different parts of New Zealand), Mrs Ross (Gisborne), Mrs Gordon Elliott (Featherston) and Misses H. and V. Mowlem (Palmerston North). 

 

Archway Entry for Archives NZ Reference AAOM 6029/214 12621 
1910 Probate documents for John Mowlem 
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Wairarapa Times 08 Aug 1914 Personal Matters 
The death occurred at Palmerston North this week of Mrs (Captain) Mowlem, at the residence of her daughter, Mrs Gordon Eliott, of Feilding. The late Mrs 
Mowlem was 68 years of age, and had been in failing health for some time past. She was born at Wainui-o-mata (Wellington), being the twin sister of Mr 
Duncan Sinclair, of Palmerston, and they being the first white children born in that locality. Her marriage to the late Captain Mowlem took place in 1868, when 
she went to England for a short while, returning later to live at Wainui-o-mata, and later still in Palmerston North. Besides her brother, she leaves eight 
children – Messrs John (Africa), Hugh (Feilding), James (Martinborough) and Fred (Queensland) Mowlem, and Mesdames G. Eliott (Feilding), and formerly of 
Masterton, Sinclair, Ross (Gisborne), Patterson (Wanganui) and Miss Mowlem (Wanganui). 

 

Evening Post 10 Aug 1914 Death 
Last week the death took place, in Palmerston North, of Mrs Mowlem, widow of the late Captain Mowlem. She was 68 at her death, and had been ill some 
time. Mr Duncan Sinclair, of Palmerston, was her twin brother, and they were the first white children born at Wainuiomata. 

 
 


