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Mary Roberton 
82 Great King Street, Edinburgh May 1842 
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My Lord, 
 
I suppose I am justified in troubling your Lordship with the following statement. A son of mine, 
named John Roberton, having made money at sea, settled at the Bay of Islands, New Zealand, 
and bought land there. He was lost in a pleasure boat on the 17th of October 1840, leaving a widow 
and two children and… By the New Zealand Herald of November 27th 1841 I learn that my daughter 
in law’s house was burnt, she and one child murdered and the other missing. In this emergency 
and as these is valuable property, I apply to your Lordship for instructions how to proceed. If the 
missing child is found, I a widow, am its natural guardian, if it is not found it … one to look after the 
property for the sake of the next heir. My son’s first purchase is called Kelso and is let for £100 a 
year, the other at which he lived is called Roberton. My son was 33 years of age, the last of five… 
lost at sea. A daughter of my eldest son survives. 
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