James Hirst 1831-1887

James Hirst, Registrar Births &c, Patea 17 Feb 1874

Sir, | have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of January 1874 covering “Public
Health Act”, book and forms — | sent you a telegram yesterday to which | hope to get a
reply by tomorrow.

In the matter of Vaccination, | should like a little information — which | am sure you will
kindly furnish. In the first place | consider no difficulty will occur in the cases of children
registered from this time forward. | assume that all births already registered by me will
have to be vaccinated if not already done and certificates of the operation having been
successfully performed can be signed in my book of Registration on Births by Dr Walker
or any other medical man.

| should also consider it my duty to ascertain as far as practicable, as to whether children
not registered with me — such as new arrivals in the district are vaccinated or not. Please
inform me on this point. Annotation: Sec 111 & Sch 8 notice

| would also request information as to adults. | know a man here of over twenty years who
tells me he never was vaccinated.

Lastly Dr Walker and myself would be very glad to be informed as to the amount of
remuneration we may expect for our additional duties.

P.S. Will you kindly forward Gazette containing my appointment.
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New Zealand Gazette 9 May 1873 p290

Pu blic Notice. Districts. Vaceination Inspectors.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, PROVINCE OF TARANAKI.
: 2 v R 40. Patea ... | James Hirst.
\Velhngton, Sth I\Iay, 1873. 41. New Plymouth ... | Allan Shaw Douglas.

T is hercby notified for public information, that
under the provisions of *“The Public Health Act,
1872, His Excellency the Administrator of the
Government has been plegsed to appoint the under- |
mentioned gentlemen (being Registrars of Births) to

40. Patea DistrICT.

be Vaccination Inspectors under the said Act, for Bounded on the North-west by the River Taunga-
the respective districts mentioned in the Schedule tars from the sea to its source, thence by a direct
line to the summit of Mount Egmont ; on the North-

hereto, and set opposite their names therein,

east by the boundary of the confiscated lands to
‘Wicniam 1. ReyNornps.

where it strikes the Waitotara River; on the South-
east by that river; and on the South-west by the
sea to the commencing point.
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James Hirst, Registrar of Births &c, Patea 14 Mar 1874

Sir, | beg leave most respectfully to call your attention to my letter of February 17, 1874 in
re vaccination — which is as yet unanswered.

In my second letter of same date touching the death of one Andrew Smith | find that since
| wrote you his friends have provided the necessary information, within the thirty-one days
mentioned in the Act.

The Rev McCallum of the Presbyterian body here has requested me to obtain for him,
such books, forms, Acts &c as may be necessary for him as an Officiating Minister under
the Act. Will you therefore kindly have them forwarded to him.
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James Hirst, Vaccination Inspector, Patea 23 Aug 1874

Sir, | have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of August 20, 1874. In reply |
must remark that | feel at some loss to understand the purpose of said letter, or in other
words, have _ to reply to it, my instructions seem to me to be both by letter and by Public
Health Act to ascertain that all children in my district under the age of fourteen are or have
been successfully vaccinated. In order to carry out these instructions | have from time to
time ascertained the names of children in the district under the age of 14 whose births
have not been registered by me and send for each child a notice S. 8. These cases are alll
marked in my register book with the _ A. In some cases the children have been
successfully vaccinated before their arrival in Patea — but in, and for, all cases | hold
certificates as shown in my return. A63 to A69 | did not sent notices to — but they applied
to the Public Vaccinator for Vaccination — which after being successfully done he sent
certificates to me to that effect.

Several of the certificates are signed by medical practitioners besides the Public
Vaccinator and in no case is it stated

Annotation dated 4 Sep 1874

The request in my letter of 20" August was very simple — to specify those cases in which
Vaccination had been effected after Registrar's notice under the Public Health Act.
Vaccination performed under the Vaccination Act 1871 should have been reprinted under
that Act. The duty of the Registrar under the Public Health Act is not to register all cases
of Vaccination but to ascertain those children that have not been vaccinated and issue
notices to compel them to be vaccinated and to register such cases of successful
vaccination those _ effected subsequent to such notice Mr Hirst to send the information
required by my former letter.
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James Hirst, Vaccination Inspector, Patea 5 Sep 1874

Sir, In re Public Health Act part 4. | have the honor to enclose herewith a rough statement
of my proceedings in the above which | trust will meet with your approval. In accordance
with Act and also general instructions | laid informations against the first nine uncertificated
children in my book — these cases were heard before the Resident Magistrate here on
Thursday last and at my request the lowest penalty 1s was inflicted, each being also made
as low as possible.

| am glad to report that the course | considered it my duty to adopt has had the effect of
stirring up many of the remainder. Trusting that this action on my part will meet with your
approval.

Number of notices issued as taken from Register Book of Births 146
Number of notices issued under schedule “A” not registered in Patea Birth book 69
Total 215

Returns

Number of “successful” certificates
Number of “postponing” certificates
Number of certificates not yet returned
Number of deaths

Number left the district

Total 215

N.B. Of Certificates not yet returned
Under six months old as per S.4 21

Under fourteen years as per S.8 64
Total 85
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Taranaki Herald 9 Sep 1874 Patea Resident Magistrate’s Court Held at Carlyle 3 September
Caution to persons not getting their children vaccinated

James Hirst, Vaccination Inspector v. W. Line, H. Collins, J. Doole, J. Delamare, C. E. Gibbins, E.
J. Morgan, for a breach of Clause 109 of the Public Health Act, were fined 1s each and costs.
Major Turner, the Resident Magistrate remarked that, though in these cases the penalty (at the
request of the Vaccination Inspector), should be as low as possible, yet, if any other cases were
brought before him, the same indulgence would not be granted.
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James Hirst, Registrar Births &c, and Vaccination Inspector, Patea 19 Nov 1874

Sir, | have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of October 22, 1874. | should
have replied to this letter earlier but had to wait until | could see the Public Vaccinator in
order to obtain from him certain information. | find that he has received his fees from the
Treasury up to end of Quarter ending June 30, 1874 for all successful certificates granted
by him, whether the operation was performed by him, or by any other person.

On referring to a letter of yours bearing date 25 Mar 1874 | find that for every successful
case of Vaccination duly Registered and reported 1s 6d is allowed. | also find in your letter
of March 19 that | am not to be satisfied about the successful Vaccinations of any child
without a clear distinct certificate for each case — the last named letter was in reply to one
of mine dated 17 February. | must confess that | find great difficulty in reconciling the
different letters one with the other. Taking another view of the matter — suppose | summons
a certain parent for non-compliance with the Vaccination Act and that parent in court
produces a certificate obtained here or elsewhere showing that the Vaccination Act had
been complied with in some other district. | should be placed in rather an awkward position.

The population of this district is very rapidly increasing by Emigration &c and | would
venture to submit most respectfully that the cases which appear to be objected to as
regards payment of fees may naturally be supposed to have a tendency to make a
Vaccination Inspector rather lax, than earnest in the performance of his duties, more
especially as regards Clause 111 of the Act.

| hope Sir, that | have not made my letter too long and also that you will see the _ of my
remarks — also thanking you for the information and guidance | have hitherto received from
your office.
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James Hirst, Vaccination Inspector, Patea 16 Dec 1874

Sir, | have the honor to enclose Vaccination return for quarter ended September 30, 1874
which | hope you will find correct also returns for previous quarter. | regret that | am unable
to give more specific returns in answer to your previous queries but my district extending
about 70 miles of coast line is rather a large one. | considered that | was carrying out the
spirit or intent of the Public Health Act 1872 by ascertaining the names of aany or all
children in my district under the age of 14 years and serving notice accordingly — many of
these children | have never seen nor even their parents and therefore could not be satisfied
without a duly signed certificate — these cases are in both return prefixed by the mark “A”
as | believe that | before explained. | sincerely trust that this explanation will be satisfactory
but if not | do not see how | can give further information even were | to engage a horse
and ride round to visit each parent which would entail considerable expense.

| enclose by account for fees — which amount | shall be glad to receive as early as possible.
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James Hirst, Patea 13 Jan 1875

Sir, Enclosed please find returns of Births, Marriages and Deaths in my district for the
quarter ended December 318!, 1874, which | trust you will find correct. | also have the
further honor of forwarding Vaccination returns for same quarter — also my account for
charges for three quarters. | am sorry that | cannot give any fuller information than sent in
my report of quarter ended September 30, 1874, and must again request most respectfully
that the amount due to me as Vaccination Inspector may be forwarded as early as
possible.

To quarter ending 30 Jun 1874
To quarter ending 30 Sep 1874
To quarter ending 31 Dec 1874

58 cases @ 1s 6d £4 7s
98 cases @ 1s 6d £7 7s
18 cases @ 1s 6d £17s

Total £13 1s

A return of Certificates of successful Vaccination received and registered by James Hirst,
Registrar and Vaccination Inspector for the district of Patea between 1 October 1874 and
31 December 1874. | certify that in each and every of the cases of Vaccination set forth in
this return numbering 18 | have received the Medical Certificate required under the 104"
and 105™ clauses of the Public Health Act 1872 namely that the operation of Vaccination
performed was ascertained to be successful.

No.
5

7

10
27
31
40
124
80
81
89
107
122
127
A 21
A 48
137
151
A 82

Name of Child
William Lind

Patrick Fitzsimons
Thomas Lyon Collins

Jane Lind

Christina Holtham

Harriet Goble
John Harrison

Thomas Harris

Daniel Hurley
Caldwell

Miriam E. Morgan
Jessie Holtham
Margaret C. Johnston
Florence North

Jane Taylor

Rose H. Woller

Ellen Carey

Arthur C. Collins

Parents

William/Elizabeth
Thomas/Elizabeth

Henry/Ruth E.

William/Elizabeth

Edwin/Jane
William M./E.
James/Jane
Thomas/K.
John/Ellen
Samuel/R.
E.J./E.
Edwin/Jane

John/Catherine

Thomas / Mrs
Richard/Jane
Frederick / E.
Mathew / H.
Henry/Ruth E.

Date of Birth
3 Feb 1871
16 Mar 1871
8 May 1871
6 Apr 1872
6 May 1872
14 Jan 1872
6 Apr 1874
22 Apr 1873
13 Jun 1873
21 Aug 1873
11 Dec 1873
25 Apr 1874
3 May 1874

1 Jun 1874
15 Sep 1874

Certificate
4 Oct 1874
4 Oct 1874
4 Oct 1874
4 Oct 1874
30 Nov 1874
2 Oct 1874
30 Nov 1874
30 Nov 1874
30 Nov 1874
30 Nov 1874
1 Oct 1874
30 Nov 1874
12 Oct 1874
1 Oct 1874
30 Nov 1874
30 Nov 1874
30 Nov 1874
24 Oct 1874
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