Wainuiomata women who registered to vote in the 1893 General Election

In 1893 there were 215 souls known to be residing
in the Wainuiomata district.

Male Female
Under 21yrs 49 48
Registered to vote 58 18
Did not reqister to vote 10 32
Totals 117 98
1893.

ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF OTAKI.
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Residents wishing to vote were required to post
their applications to Otaki. The election was held
on Tuesday 28 November and the Schoolhouse
was the only polling booth. On the day 35 of a
possible 76 Wainuiomata votes were cast.

Schoolhouse 1880s

Alice Sarah BULLIMAN (22yrs)
— Farmer’s daughter, Wainuiomata

The Bulliman family arrived at Wainuiomata in
1884. Alice was born in March 1871 at Wellington
and attended Mount Cook Girls School with her
three sisters. In 1893 she and her five year old
illegitimate son, Walter Bulliman, were living with
her parents in Upper Fitzherbert road. Her married
younger sister, Eleanor Douglas Collis, and her
mother-in-law, Frances Collis both signed the 1893
petition at Longburn near Palmerston North. In
1899 Alice Sarah married George Groves
BURDAN at Wellington. Her son, Walter, died from
influenza on the troopship Tahiti in 1918. Alice
Sarah died in 1958, aged 87 years, and was
survived by five sons. She was buried at Taita
Cemetery, Lower Hutt.

Bulliman Family Home

Eliza COLLIS (36yrs)
— Spinster, Wainuiomata

Eliza was about two years old
when the Collis family arrived at
Wainuiomata c1859 from the
Porirua Road. She probably
attended the first Wainuiomata
School shortly after it opened in
1862. In 1893, both parents were deceased, and
Eliza was living in the family home near the Coast
Road Church with her three illegitimate daughters,
Elizabeth, Rose and Caroline Collis. In June 1894
her daughter, Caroline, married Ernest JENNINGS
and in August Eliza married Edward Alton
WILLIAMS at Wellington. On 29 November 1918
Caroline died of influenza. Eliza died in 1927, aged
73 years, and was buried at the Coast Road
Church. She was survived by her husband, three
daughters and her only son Alfred.

Mary CROWTHER (24yrs)
— Spinster, Wainuiomata

The land that became Mary’s
life-long home at Brookfield,
Moore’s  Valley, was jointly
purchased by her father, John,
and uncle, Frederick, in 1864.
John married Nancy WOOD in 1867 and two years
later Mary was born in Hine Road at the home of
her aunt, Isabel Sinclair. On her 16th birthday Mary
was boarding at Miss Ellen Greenwood’s School
for Young Ladies on The Terrace in Wellington and
from this date she began to keep diaries. After the
death of both parents in 1911 Mary chose to
remain on her own at Brookfield for the next 47
years. In August 1958 Mary died at Silverstream
Hospital aged 89 years. She was the last living
descendant of her grandparents, Thomas and
Judith Crowther, and is buried at Taita Cemetery.

Brookfield

Zillah DAWSON (41yrs)
— Married woman, Wainuiomata

When Zillah registered to vote she had been in
Wainuiomata for about nine months. Her 15 year
old daughter, Helena (Nellie) Atkinson, was
admitted to Wainuiomata School in January 1893.
Zillah was born at Stainland, Yorkshire in 1852 and
was the seventh sibling of ten. In 1876 she married
Thomas ATKINSON at Bradford Cathedral and the
family emigrated to Sydney in 1883. In April 1887
Nellie was enrolled at Petone School and her
father died in Petone in 1890. Zillah moved to
Wainuiomata after her marriage to Isaac William
GUSTAFSON in December 1891 at Petone. The
family lived on land that was the site of the old
sewage treatment plant. Zillah died in 1902 aged
50 years and was buried in the Coast Road
Church. She was survived by her husband, three
children and four siblings still living in England.

Mary Ann FREDERICKSEN (27yrs)
— Domestic Duties, Wainuiomata

Mary Ann was born in Denmark
in 1866 and came to New
Zealand in 1873 with her parents
and older brother on the ship
Halcione. The family arrived at
Wainuiomata in 1883. Mary Ann
married Halvor PEDERSEN in
1884 at Wellington and their two *

children, Mary Ann and James Andrew, were
baptised at the Coast Road Church. In 1893 the
Pedersen family lived near Wainuiomata Marae. In
1909 the family moved to the Coast Road. After
the death of Halvor in 1920 Mary Ann lived at
Palmerston North and Aokautere before returning
to live with her daughter at the Wainuiomata
Waterworks from ¢1928-1937. Mary Ann died in
1941 aged 75 years and is buried in the Otaki
Cemetery. She was survived by her daughter.

Hansine HANSEN (27yrs)
- Married woman, Wainuiomata

At 17 years of age, Hansine (known as Tine)
married Christian Ludwig JENSEN at Lendum,
Hjorring, Denmark in December 1883. They were
both born in the Frederikshavn area in North
Jutland and Christian Ludwig had returned ‘home’
from New Zealand for his bride. Their first child
was born at Lower Hutt in June 1884. The family
moved to a property east of Wellington Road in the
vicinity of McKay and Hunt Streets ¢1890. When
Tine registered to vote she had a babe in arms and
three children less than ten years of age. A fourth
daughter was born in 1896. In 1923 the family
moved to High Street Petone. Tine died at Knight’s
Road Private Hospital in 1928 and was buried at
Taita Cemetery. She was survived by her husband
and five children.
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Mary Ann JACKSON (44yrs)
- Married woman, Wainuiomata

Edwin and Harriet Jackson came to New Zealand
in 1857 on the ship Indian Queen with their two
children Mary Ann (8yrs) and Joseph Enoch (5yrs).
Jackson Street, Petone is named after Edwin. After
Harriet died in 1858 Edwin married Ann WILSON
in 1863. Mary Ann married John WAKEHAM at the
Lower Hutt Wesleyan church in 1870 then moved
to Wainuiomata where her two children were born -
Miriam Elizabeth in 1871 and Edwin Richard Leigh
(Eddie), in 1877. In 1893 the family were living at
Northbrook where Eddie died suddenly the
following year and was buried at the Coast Road
Church. By 1900 the family were living at 17
Nelson Street, Petone. Mary Ann died in 1919 and
was interred at Taita Cemetery. She was survived
by her husband and daughter.

Eliza JOHNSON (30yrs)
- Wife, Wainuiomata

Mary Jane Wakeham married
Alfred JOHNSON at the home of
her father, William Wakeham, at
Wainuiomata on 25 June 1863.
Their only daughter, Eliza, was
born there on 11 November 1863. In December
1863 Alfred purchased land at the Taratahi Plain,
Wairarapa from David Dick. The family may have
lived there for a year before the land was sold in
January 1865. A brother, Wiliam Thomas, was
born in 1866.

On 05 July 1888 Eliza married John William
WOQOD and her brother married Ada Jane Bulliman
a few days later on 21 July. Both events took place
at their grandfather's home. When Eliza registered
to vote she was living at Possum Lodge in Moores
Valley with her husband and four year old son,
Horace William. Four days before the election was
held on 28 November she gave birth to Percy
Norman.

The Wood family moved to Levin in 1895 where
three more children were born, then moved again
in 1909 to Bunnythorpe. On 25 September 1916
Eliza’s third child, Edwin Wakeham Wood, died of
wounds at Camiers in France and was buried at
Etaples. Eliza spent the rest of her life at
Bunnythorpe and was buried there in 1941. She
was survived by her husband, three sons and a
daughter.

Possum Lodge

Mary Isabella McGREGOR (60yrs)
- Married woman, Wainuiomata

In the 1851 Scottish census
Isabella was a 17 year old house
servant lodging at Blackford,
Perthshire. Isabella was baptised
in 1833 at nearby Crieff and was
the second of six children of
Gregor McGregor and Christian
nee Sinclair. In January 1855 she
married John MCcILVRIDE at
Creiff. After her mother died in December 1857 the
couple departed for London. They embarked on
the ship Oliver Lang and arrived at Wellington in
September 1858.

In August 1859 Isabella’s uncle, Hugh Sinclair,
gave them land in Moores Valley road near todays
Village. On 01 October 1869 Isabella’s fourth child,
Catherine, died at their home Balloch, aged 3
weeks, and was the first to be interred at the
Sinclair Family Cemetery.

In 1893 her eldest daughter, Christina Prouse,
signed the suffrage petition at Bulls and their
second daughter, Grace McKenzie, was living in
Allahabad, India. A third daughter, Isabella
Cousins registered to vote in Wellington.

In May 1896 Isabella’s widowed sister, Christina
McNab (of McNab’s Gardens) died at Lower Hutt.
In the same year Isabella left Wainuiomata with her
family to live at 21 Russell Terrace, Newtown,
Wellington. She died there in 1899 aged 66 years
and is buried at Karori Cemetery. Isabella was
survived by her husband and five children.

Katherine Elizabeth McILVRIDE (21yrs)
- Spinster, Wainuiomata

Born in November 1871 and educated in
Wainuiomata Katherine Elizabeth, the youngest
daughter of John and Isabella Mcllvride, was 21
years of age when she registered to vote. In 1896
she moved with her parents to Wellington. In 1905
she was a music teacher residing at Mangaweka
and the birth of an illegitimate daughter, Felicia,
was registered at New Plymouth. When she
married Francis Walter LONDON at St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Auckland in 1918 she was a nurse.
Francis Walter was the brother of George Thomas
London (1860-1931) who was Mayor of Petone
from 1903 to 1907. Katherine Elizabeth briefly lived
in Lower Hutt before settling at 92 Russell Terrace,
Newtown. Her only other child, Hinemoa Mary
Frances Bethtina London, was born in November
1920. Despite a very ‘public’ estrangement from
her husband in 1929 Katherine Isabella continued
to live in the same house for at least the next 15
years. In later years she may have lived with her
daughter, Hinemoa Maher, at Naenae. Katherine
Isabella died at Silverstream Hospital in August
1951 and was buried at Karori. She was survived
by her daughter, Hinemoa, and a grandson, Erin
John Maher (1934-2014). At present, nothing is
known of her eldest daughter, Felicia.

Anna McKIBBIN (34yrs)
- Married woman, Wainuiomata

Hugh and Mary McKibbin arrived at Lyttelton on
the ship Roman Emperor in January 1860 with two
daughters, Anna aged 10 months and Mary, an
infant born at sea. The family came from County
Down, Ireland and after living in Christchurch for
four years, they moved to Cust where further
children were born. In 1875 Anna married William
John McCUTCHEON at Cust and their first child,
Mary Jane, was born there. Before Anna arrived in
Wainuiomata in June 1890 she had lived at
Prebbleton, Rakaia, Leeston and Doyleston. Anna
probably came to join the family of her sister Mary,
who had married Robert Dick at Cust in 1880. In
1893 Anna’s family of three sons and four
daughters, ranged in age from 2 to 17 years. The
youngest, Emily, was born in Wainuiomata and
spent her early years at the mouth of Skerrett’s
Creek (Sunny Grove) probably living in the old
home of John Sinclair called Glenhill. Anna’s sister,
Mary Dick, was widowed in August 1893 leaving a
young family of eight children under 12 years of
age.

In 1894 Anna’s oldest daughter, Mary Jane,
married Frederick Thomas Prouse at their family
home. By 1896 the McCutcheon family had moved
to Mount Victoria, Wellington and by 1905 Mary
had returned ‘home’ to Cust. Anna died in 1920
and was buried with her husband at Karori. She
was survived by her 88 year old mother, Mary
McKibbin at Cust, three siblings, and at least six of
her seven children.

Annie Elizabeth PROUSE (30yrs)
- Married woman, Wainuiomata

Born in 1863 at Wainuiomata,
Annie Elizabeth was the 8" of 12
children of Richard and Janet
Prouse. About 1880 her parents
left Wainuiomata and settled in
Whiteman’s Valley where her
father and uncles had a sawmill.
In 1883 her older sister Jane, the wife of William
Burdan, died shortly after childbirth leaving four
children under 8 years of age. In 1887 Annie
Elizabeth married William BURDAN at her father's
home. She took on the care of his children and
started a family of her own. In 1893 the family were
living at Willowbank on the west side of the
Wainuiomata river on the Coast Road. Her only
child, Emma Myrtle, was five years of age. Three
more children were born before 1900 and in 1902
the family moved north to Fairview. Annie’s eldest
son, Ernest Oliver, died in 1906 aged 12 years and
was buried at the Coast Road Church. His father,
William, followed in 1909 after succumbing to TB.
Annie’s youngest son, Claude Oswald, saw action
at the Somme and on his return took up farming. In
1938 Annie Elizabeth lost her daughter, Emma
Myrtle, in February and her stepson, George
Groves Burdan in November. In 1940 her youngest
daughter, Mavis Annie Apperly, died in February
and Annie Elizabeth died in April aged 77 years. All
were buried at the Coast Road Church. She was
survived by her son and three step-sons.

Willowbank



Harriet PROUSE (36yrs)
- Housewife, Wainuiomata

Harriet was born at Wainuiomata in 1857 and was
the eldest daughter and fourth child of 11 of
William Prouse and Harriet nee Collis. In 1878 her
father sold his Wainuiomata property to Edwin
Jackson with the intention of moving to the Patea
district. Tragically, in the same year, he drowned in
the Otaki River.

In 1879 Harriet married Edwin’s son, Joseph
Enoch JACKSON at the Coast Road Church and
they had three children. Joseph Enoch built the
Fairview homestead and the family were living
there in 1893. Ten years later the family were
residing at 1 Nelson Street, Petone. After Joseph
Enoch died in 1916 his daughter, Lilian Harriet,
married and died the following year. Both sons
were called up and Edwin spent time overseas.
The eldest, Mark Leigh, died at Wellington in 1929
and Harriet died on Christmas Day 1931. All the
family were interred at Taita Cemetery. Harriet was
survived by her youngest son, Edwin and seven
siblings.

Fairview

Elizabeth Mary ROBINS (48yrs)
- Married woman, Wainuiomata

When John Robins died in March 1851 at Minster
in Sheppey, Kent, England he left behind his wife
and a family of eight children. Elizabeth Mary was
the second youngest at five years of age. In the
1861 census she was a servant on the Royal Navy
ship Cumberland that was moored at Sheerness.
There is no trace of her in England after this and
when she arrived in New Zealand is unknown.
Elizabeth Mary married Thomas SCHOLES, a
widower with three sons, at St James, Lower Hutt
in April 1883. Their only daughter, Mary Emily, was
born at Petone in 1885.

The family moved to 103 Coast Road Wainuiomata
in 1887 and all three sons were enrolled at the
school. Another son, William Richard, was born in
1888. In 1891 her mother, Mary Ann nee
Shrubsall, died in Essex aged 82 years. Elizabeth
Mary died at her home, Scholes Cottage, in 1904
aged 58 years and was buried at the Coast Road
Church. She was survived by her husband, two
children, three step-sons and at least two siblings
in England.

Scholes Cottage

Miriam Elizabeth WAKEHAM (43yrs)
- Married woman, Wainuiomata

William Wakeham, his wife Elizabeth nee Prouse
and their two children, Mary Jane and John, had
only been in Nelson for a few months when Miriam
Elizabeth was born in August 1850. The family
moved to Wainuiomata in 1852 and lived near the
Coast Road Church. Three more children were
born before 1860.

In 1880 Elizabeth married John COLLIER, a
widower with seven children at Melbourne,
Australia. John’s first wife, Sarah nee Prouse was
an aunt to Elizabeth. John and Elizabeth’s only
child, Eva Mary was born in August 1882.

About 1887 the family moved from Newtown,
Wellington to Wainuiomata and Eva was enrolled
at the school in 1888. By the time Elizabeth
registered to vote, four of her siblings and her
father had died. In 1901 her husband died in
September and her mother followed in December.
They were all interred at the Coast Road Church.
By 1904 Elizabeth and Eva had returned to
Newtown in Wellington. Elizabeth died at
Wellington Hospital in August 1919 and was
interred at the Coast Road Church. She was
survived by her daughter and her brother John
Wakeham.

Miriam Elizabeth WAKEHAM (21yrs)
- Spinster, Wainuiomata

John Wakeham and his wife, Mary Anne nee
Jackson settled in Wainuiomata just after they
married in 1870 and Miriam Elizabeth (Minnie) was
born in December 1871. A brother, Edwin Richard
Leigh (Eddie), was born in 1877. In 1893 Minnie
was living with her family at Northbrook. Her
brother Eddie died there in 1894 and was interred
at the Coast Road Church. By 1900 the family had
moved to Nelson Street, Petone.

Minnie married Claude William WAKELIN at the
Petone Wesleyan church in 1903 then settled in
Hutt Road. In September 1918 Claude died leaving
Minnie with a seven year old son. Minnie’s mother
died in 1919 and was buried at Taita. Minnie
married Harrie Austin WELLER in 1920 then
moved to the Masterton district. In 1947 Harrie
Austin died and Minnie followed ten years later.
Both were interred at Masterton. Minnie was
survived by her only son.

Eliza WOOD (44yrs)
- Wife, Wainuiomata

In the 1851 census Eliza was
living with her family at Bilton-
with-Harrogate, Yorkshire,
England. She was three years
of age and the tenth child of :
John Wood and Eliza nee Jackson. In June 1851
most of the family departed from Portsmouth on
the ship Duke of Portland and arrived at Lyttelton
on 26 September. Eliza’s father died during the
voyage. On 04 October 1851 the family arrived at
Wellington on the ship Return and settled at Lowry
Bay with Emma Jackson, sister-in-law of Eliza
Wood Senior. In the late 1850s the family moved to
the Queen Street area of Wainuiomata.

After losing their first home to fire, they built
Woodlands on higher ground at what is now Wright
Street. In 1876 Eliza’s mother died and she was
buried at Woodlands. Eliza married David DICK
Jnr at Lower Hutt in July 1877 and had a family of
four sons and a daughter. In 1893 the family were
living in a house opposite todays Palliser Hotel in
Moore’s Valley Road and the children attended
Wainuiomata School. By 1904 the family had
moved to Kaiparoro just south of Eketahuna. Eliza
died in 1932 and was buried at Mangaoronga
Cemetery, Eketahuna. She was survived by five
children.

Nancy WOOD (61yrs)
- Married woman, Wainuiomata

Like her younger sister Eliza, Nancy lived at
Woodlands untili she married John Eric
CROWTHER in 1867 at St James Church, Lower
Hutt. Nancy was 35 years of age. In June 1869 she
walked four miles from her home at Brookfield in
Moores Valley to her sister's home, Glenhill, in the
Sinclair Valley to have her first child, Mary. A few
days later a pale young mother walked home while
her baby daughter was carried on horseback. A
second daughter, Hannah, was born in 1870 and
lived for 33 hours. In 1885 Nancy made a rare visit
to Wellington to see her daughter and attend the
Wellington Exhibition. At home she probably spent
a significant amount of time harvesting and
preparing fruit for sale. Over 400 varieties of fruit
trees had been planted and there were two
glasshouses behind Brookfield. In April 1911 her
husband died and Nancy followed in December.
She died at Wellington Hospital from ‘asthenia and
a broken femur. Asthenia means abnormal
physical weakness or lack of energy. Both John
and Nancy were interred at the Coast Road
Church. Nancy was much loved by nieces and
nephews and was remembered as a ‘kindly
dignified sort of woman.”

Where the women lived

Red dots: one woman, Yellow: two women
White: living south of map on the Coast Road



