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TURAKIRAE HEAD BOULDER AND ROCK CLIMBING 

ROUTE NAME ORIGINS 
 

Introduction 

 

This document is about the origin of the boulders, walls and rock climbing route names that are located 

at Turakirae Head, Wainuiomata. 

 

Turakirae means a headland that comes down to the sea level. It is where the Remutaka Range descends 

southward and meets the sea. Turaki means to push down. Rae means headland. 

To a lesser extent Turakirae Head is also known as The Rak on the account of the rock climbing boulders 

in the area. 

 

The area for the purposes of this document is at sea level at Turakirae Head. It is mostly owned by the 

Department of Conservation (DOC) while other parts are privately owned. 

 

Access to Turakirae Head Boulder and Rock Climbing area is from: 

 

- Ōrongorongo Bridge Carpark beside the Ōrongorongo River at 1940 Coast Road, Wainuiomata. 

- From the Wild Coast Track that starts from the Corner Creek Campsite, Wairarapa and goes to the 

road end at the Coast Road, Wainuiomata. 

 

This document is part of a series of the origin of place names of Wainuiomata. 

 

Other documents that relate to the area are: 

 

- For information on the Ōrongorongo River side of the Remutaka Range see the Ōrongorongo Place 

Name Origins document. 

- For information on the Wainuiomata side of the Remutaka Range see the Wainuiomata Place Name 

Origins document. 

- For information on the Wairarapa side of the Remutaka Range see Remutaka Place Name Origins 

document. 

 

For more history about the Māori naming and their association with Turakirae Head see: 

 

- A Guide to Rimutaka Forest Park by Bill Sewell. 

- Built Heritage Of The Orongorongo Valley by Chris Cochran, Chris Maclean, Allan Sheppard. 

- The History of the Orongoronga Valley and Environs by Joanna Lane–Taylor. 

- The Great Harbour of Tara by G. Leslie Adkin. 

 

For more information about the rock climbing history of the area see the book called Wellington Rock – 

A Guide For Climbers by Kristen Foley. 

 

See also the Wikipedia page on the Turakirae Head. 

 

See the Bibliography for further sources of information. 
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Boulders, Walls and Rock Climbing Route Information 

 

The document is laid out in the following style: 

 

Boulder area name for example – Black Rocks, The. 

Definition of the boulder area name for example – A remote and sparsely inhabited area. 

 

Then a list of the wall and rock climbing route names and their meaning as in the following style: 

 

Wall and rock climbing route name – Undertow. 

The meaning of the wall and rock climbing route name - A current of water below the surface and moving 

in a different direction from any surface current. 

 

In some situations there are subsets of names. 

 

There is no one definite source of boulders, wall and rock climbing route names. 

 

For info on the source of the boulders, wall and rock climbing route names see: 

 

- Rock Delux North – A Guide To The Best Crags And Boulders by John Palmer, Tom Hoyle and 

Kester Brown. 

- Wellington Rock – A Guide For Climbers by Kristen Foley. 

- Turakirae Head Bouldering (turakiraebouldering.rocks) 

- Turakirae Head | ClimbNZ | climbnz.org.nz 

- Turakirae Head, Bouldering | theCrag 

 

The boulders, walls and rock climbing route names has been sorted alphabetically. Refer to various books 

and online sources for the actual order. 

 

Some boulders, walls and rock climbing route names have more than one name. Naming started in the 

early 1980s and continues to the present day. 

 

  

https://turakiraebouldering.rocks/
https://climbnz.org.nz/nz/ni/wellington/turakirae-head
https://www.thecrag.com/en/climbing/new-zealand/wellington/area/11875729
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Black Blocks, The 

 

A remote and sparsely inhabited area. 

 

Rock Climbing Route Name Meaning 

Undertow Boulder A current of water below the surface and moving in a different 

direction from any surface current. 

Undertow A current of water below the surface and moving in a different 

direction from any surface current. 

Waterworn Boulder It is worn, smoothed, or polished by the action of water. 
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Bronx, The 

 

A place of lots of rocks. 

 

Rock Climbing Route Name Meaning 

Ace Boulder A person who excels at a particular sport like rock climbing. 

Jase The Ace To score over an opponent. 

Shariks 6 Sharik Walker (1981 – present). 

Attack Boulder To take action against. 

Attack To take action against. 

Centipede They are elongated segmented (metameric) insect creatures with 

one pair of legs per body segment. 

Detritus It is waste or debris of any kind such as gravel, sand, silt, or other 

material produced by erosion. 

Millipede A group of arthropods that are characterised by having two pairs of 

jointed legs on most body segments. 

Panic A sudden uncontrollable fear or anxiety, often causing wildly 

unthinking behaviour. 

Passive Attack To gain information about the rock that is being targeted; it does 

not involve any direct action on the target. 

Shiver Me Timbers It is an exclamation in the form of a mock oath usually attributed 

to the speech of pirates in works of fiction. It is employed as a 

literary device by authors to express shock, surprise, or annoyance. 

The phrase is based on real nautical slang and is a reference to the 

timbers, which are the wooden support frames of a sailing ship. In 

heavy seas, ships would be lifted up and pounded down so hard as 

to "shiver" the timbers, startling the sailors. 

Shivers It is to shake slightly and uncontrollably as a result of being cold, 

frightened, or excited. 

The Press To move or cause to move into a position of contact with something 

by exerting continuous physical force. 

Bad Landing Boulder It is when nothing is going well when falling off a rock. 

Bad Landing It is when nothing is going well when falling off a rock. 

Bad Landing Direct It is when nothing is going well in a straight line. 

Nosey It is showing too much curiosity about other peoples affairs. 

Nostril It is either of two external openings of the nasal cavity in 

vertebrates that admit air to the lungs and smells to the olfactory 

nerves. 

The Nose The part projecting above the mouth on the face of a person or 

animal, containing the nostrils and used for breathing and smelling. 

White Slab SS The colour of the slab is white. Supersonic (SS). 

White Slabs The colour of the slab is white. 

Black Wall The colour of the wall is black. 

Backup Help of support. 

Black Out It is experiencing a sudden and temporary loss of consciousness. 

Black Wall The colour of the wall is black. 

Kali A Hindu god who is considered to be the goddess of ultimate 

power. 

Noir Doir Black Gold. It is a French term. 
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Bronx Cave A place of lots of rocks where there is a natural underground 

chamber. 

Agent Orange A mixture of herbicides used during the Vietnam War by the 

United States of America (U.S.A.) military to defoliate forests and 

clear other vegetation. 

Allison Wonderland Peter Allison (? – present). It is a boulder that has superb climbing. 

Control Freak A person who feels an obsessive need to exercise control over 

themselves and others and to take command of any situation. 

Fatal Discharge It is leading to failure or disaster. 

Freak Out To lose or cause to lose emotional control from extreme 

excitement, shock, fear, joy, despair. 

Freak Show A exhibition (such as a sideshow) featuring freaks of nature. 

Musahi Traditional territories called kuni often translated as provinces, but 

usually used in modern Japanese as a county. 

Pro Series It is a multiple distance time endurance championship. 

Sideways To get to the top by an indirect way. 

Speed Freak A person who enjoys climbing rocks at high speeds. 

Speed King A person who can climb boulders faster than anyone else at high 

speed. 

Sport Of Kings It is horse racing. 

The Code Of The Samurai A moral code concerning samurai attitudes, behaviour and lifestyle 

in feudal Japan. 

Through The Looking Glass A metaphor for any time the world suddenly appears unfamiliar, 

almost as if things were turned upside down. 

Bros Boulder It is short for brothers and is used to denote groups of people who 

have similar interests. 

Dab Bro A simple gesture in which a person drops their head into the bent 

crook of a slanted, upwardly angled arm, while raising the opposite 

arm out straight in a parallel direction. 

Dough Bro A person with a lot of money. 

Clark Boulder ? Clark (? – ?). 

Clark Arete ? Clark (? – ?). 

Clark Arete Left ? Clark (? – ?). 

Clark Slab ? Clark (? – ?). 

Clark Slab Left ? Clark (? – ?). 

Corridor Mantel A type of rock face positioned at an angle less steep than vertical 

between 2 rocks and it sticks out above the rock. 

Corridor Slab A type of rock face positioned at an angle less steep than vertical 

between 2 rocks. Successful slab climbing is often dependent on 

trusting friction, precise footwork, and balance. 

Toast Slab It is someone or something that is finished or done for. 

Zac's Warm Up Zac Keegan (? – ?). 

The Vomitron The act of throwing up, loudly and violently, after drinking or 

eating too much. 

Warm Up Slab It is to prepare for physical exertion or a performance by exercising 

or practising gently beforehand. 

Whip It Good It is to shape it up. 

Coughing Rock It is expelling air from the lungs with a sudden sharp sound. 

Turn Your Head And Cough It is usually when a doctor or physician examining a male patient's 

testicular region and instructing the patient to cough, turning his 
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head so as to avoid the patient coughing on the doctor. The intended 

purpose of this part of a medical exam is to check if the patient has 

a hernia. 

Flax Boulder It is a flowering plant. It is distinct species from the northern 

hemisphere plant of the same name. 

Flax Arete It is a flowering plant. It is distinct species from the northern 

hemisphere plant of the same name. 

Flea Boulder It is a studio album by the band Severed Heads. 

Hot With Fleas It is a studio album by the band Severed Heads. 

Roll On It is used to indicate that one wants a particular time or event to 

come quickly. 

Hueco Boulder It is named after the world class bouldering destination at Hueco 

Tanks, Texas, United States of America. Hueco is the Spanish word 

for hollows, describing the type of hold commonly found at Hueco 

Tanks State Park and Historic Site. These are large circular 

handholds ranging from a size to fit your whole hand or in some 

cases, your whole body. 

Cave Man A prehistoric or primitive human. 

Cayman A semiaquatic reptile similar to the alligator but with a heavily 

armoured belly, which is native to tropical America. 

Game On A expression variously used to kick off a contest, issue a challenge, 

or express general enthusiasm. 

Hueco (Left) It is named after the world class bouldering destination at Hueco 

Tanks, Texas, United States of America. Hueco is the Spanish word 

for hollows, describing the type of hold commonly found at Hueco 

Tanks State Park and Historic Site. These are large circular 

handholds ranging from a size to fit your whole hand or in some 

cases, your whole body. 

Lumpy It is full of or covered with bumps. 

The Hueco Problem It is named after the world–class bouldering destination at Hueco 

Tanks, Texas, United States of America. Hueco is the Spanish word 

for hollows, describing the type of hold commonly found at Hueco 

Tanks State Park and Historic Site. These are large circular 

handholds ranging from a size to fit your whole hand or in some 

cases, your whole body. 

The Tooth The area is like a projecting part on a tool or other instrument, 

especially one of a series that function or engage together, such as 

a cog on a gearwheel or a point on a saw. 

Jesus Boulder Jesus Christ was a 1st century man who Christians believe is the 

son of God and whose life, death, and resurrection as reported in 

the New Testament of the Bible are the basis of the Christian 

religion. 

Bang Your Head It is when your head get hit due to misjudgement of a height. 

Bang Your Head Again It is when your head gets hit due to misjudgement of a height again. 

Jesus SS Jesus Christ was a 1st century man who Christians believe is the 

son of God and whose life, death, and resurrection as reported in 

the New Testament of the Bible are the basis of the Christian 

religion. Supersonic (SS). 

Kish Kash Boulder It is climbing a boulder realising that it was the wrong way to get 

to the top. 

Boilerplate A smooth, overlapping, and undercut slabs of rock. 

Boilerplate SS A supersonic (SS) smooth, overlapping, and undercut slabs of rock. 
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Bulk Modulus The relative change in the volume of a body produced by a unit 

compressive or tensile stress acting uniformly over its surface. 

Chuck Yeager Charles (Chuck) Elwood Yeager (1923 – 2020) was a United States 

Air Force officer, flying ace, and record–setting test pilot who in 

1947 became the first pilot in history confirmed to have exceeded 

the speed of sound when flying. 

Faux Jet A artificial black stone. 

Good Luck It is used to express wishes for success. 

Inertia A tendency to do nothing or to remain unchanged. 

Inertia Direct A tendency to do nothing or to remain unchanged. 

Kash & Carry A play on words which is a system of wholesale trading whereby 

goods are paid for in full at the time of purchase and taken away by 

the purchaser. It is known as Cash and Carry. 

Kash Converters A play on word that is a second–hand dealer, and a market leader 

in pawn broking and small loan services. It is known as Cash 

Converter. 

Kash Machine A play on words that is a machine that dispenses cash or performs 

other banking services when an account holder inserts a bank card. 

It is known as a Cash Machine. 

Kashed Out A play on words that takes advantage of or exploit a situation. It is 

known as Cashed Out. 

Kashed Up A play on words that is having a lot of money. It is known as 

Cashed Up. 

KB’s Groove The origin of the name is unknown. 

Kish Kash It is climbing a boulder realising that it was the wrong way to get 

to the top. 

Money Shot A provocative, sensational, or memorable sequence in a film, on 

which the film's commercial performance is perceived to depend. 

Overwatch It is to watch over. 

Rollerskate Disco A skating rink where all the dancers wear roller skates of some 

kind. 

Skateland Killa A album by the band Shapeshifters. 

Supersonic It is involving or denoting a speed greater than that of sound. 

The Arete It is the outward–facing corner of a rock face. 

The Girdle A belt or cord worn round the waist. 

Trigonometry A branch of mathematics dealing with the relations of the sides and 

angles of triangles and with the relevant functions of any angles. 

Tyrant A cruel and oppressive ruler. 

Zigzagged A series of short sharp turns, angles, or alterations when climbing. 

Zigzagged SS A series of short sharp turns, angles, or alterations when climbing. 

Supersonic (SS). 

Land Speed Record Boulder The highest speed achieved by a person using a vehicle on land. 

Clumsy It is done awkwardly or without skill. 

Land Mine A explosive mine laid on or just under the surface of the ground. 

Land Speed Record The highest speed achieved by a person using a vehicle on land. 

Mine Of Mourning It is death. 

Neo–Problemism A climb that is full of solvable problems. 

Old Pushovers Never Try A person who is easy to overcome or influence. 

Old Rockovers Never Die They are on tour forever. 
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The Ka–raka Slab A native tree with glossy leaves and orange berries. The type of 

rock face positioned at an angle less steep than vertical. Successful 

slab climbing is often dependent on trusting friction, precise 

footwork, and balance. 

Low Life Boulder It is when people or activities characterized as being disreputable 

and often criminal. 

Low Life It is when people or activities characterized as being disreputable 

and often criminal. 

Lunch Cutter Boulder To steal potential or take someones opportunity away from another 

person. 

Lunch Cutter To steal potential or take someones opportunity away from another 

person. 

Martini Roof A cocktail made from gin (or vodka) and dry vermouth, typically 

garnished with an olive or a twist of lemon. 

Brassneck A type of behaviour where someone is extremely confident about 

their own actions but does not understand that their behaviour is 

unacceptable to others. 

Dicky The origin of the name is unknown. 

Loki The Trickster He is known for being neither fully good nor evil since his main 

aim was always to create chaos. It is a Norse term. 

One Trick Pony It is a person that is skilled in only one area. 

Splinter A very small sharp piece of rocks that is characteristically long and 

thin, broken off from a whole boulder. 

Thor’s Hammer A symbol of protection and blessings. 

Tricky It requires care and skill because difficult or awkward. 

Tricky Dicky It when a person uses dirty tricks to gain an advantage. 

Vision Thing A political view that encompasses the longer term as distinct from 

short–term objectives. 

Mullet Boulder A type of marine fish that are widely caught for food. 

Mullet A type of marine fish that are widely caught for food. 

Rotund Boulder A great round rock. 

Cream It is a smooth surface. 

Crema A thin layer of light–brown foam / small bubbles that forms on the 

top of some types of strong coffee. 

Crème A substance or product with a thick, creamy consistency. 

Huck It is to throw or toss. 

Rotund For Success It is a studio album by the band Severed Heads. 

Rotunder It is excessively fat. 

Tension The state of being stretched tight. 

Tension Extension The state of being stretched tight that is made larger. 

Uber Alles Above everything. It is a German term. 

Uber Huck A great or extreme degree throw or toss. 

Uber Rotund A great round boulder. 

Übermensch The ideal superior man of the future who could rise above 

conventional Christian morality to create and impose his own 

values. It was originally described by Nietzsche in Thus Spake 

Zarathustra (1883–5). 

Rude Boulder It is when a person is offensively impolite or bad-mannered. 

Lady Boys A person who was born male but who adopts a female appearance 

or identity. 
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Lazy Boys A plush stuffed swivel rocking recliner armchair. 

Rude Boys It is when a person has no education, no qualifications, driven to 

desperation. 

Sawn Off Roof A object that has been cut short like a rock at the top of boulder. 

Condunrum A confusing and difficult problem or question. 

Deviation The action of departing from an established course or accepted 

standard. 

Frippery It is a showy or unnecessary ornament in architecture, dress, or 

language. 

Sawn Off A object that has been cut short like a gun or a piece of clothing. 

War Of The Worlds A science fiction novel written in 1898 by H. G. Wells (Herbert 

George Wells (1865 – 1946)). It is about an attack on Earth by 

creatures from the planet Mars. 

Shark Boulder A difficult rock. 

Easy Slab A type of rock face positioned at an angle less steep than vertical 

that can be achieved without great effort. 

Greg Norman Greg Norman (1955 – present) is an Australian entrepreneur and 

retired professional golfer. 

Jaws A mean looking crack. Named after the movie of same name 

released in 1975 about a killer shark. 

Primogeniture The state of being the firstborn child. 

Primogeniture Variant The state of being the firstborn child. 

Return Of The Primogeniture The state of being the firstborn child coming back. 

Stink Thing A strong unpleasant smell. 

Sweet Thing It is having or denoting a pleasant taste like that of sugar. 

The Albatross A very large, chiefly white oceanic bird with long, narrow wings, 

found mainly in the southern oceans. 

The Barracuda A large predatory tropical marine fish with a slender body and large 

jaws and teeth. 

The Shark A difficult boulder. 

Sour Mash Boulder A process used in the distilling industry that uses material from an 

older batch of mash to start the fermentation of a new batch, 

analogous to the making of sourdough bread with a starter. It is on 

the left side. 

Sour Mash Left A process used in the distilling industry that uses material from an 

older batch of mash to start the fermentation of a new batch, 

analogous to the making of sourdough bread with a starter. It is on 

the left side. 

Sour Mash Right A process used in the distilling industry that uses material from an 

older batch of mash to start the fermentation of a new batch, 

analogous to the making of sourdough bread with a starter. It is on 

the right side. 

The Letterbox A box attached to an outside wall, or a slot in the door of a building, 

into which mail is delivered. 

Swamp Thing Boulder A superhero in American comic books published by DC Comics. 

It is a humanoid/plant elemental creature, created by the writer Len 

Wein (Leonard Norman Wein (1946 – 2017)) and the artist Bernie 

Wrightson (Bernard Albert Wrightson (1948 – 2017)). It has had 

several humanoid or monster incarnations in various different 

storylines. 

Hellhole A very unpleasant place. 
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Swamp Thing A superhero in American comic books published by DC Comics. 

It is a humanoid/plant elemental creature, created by the writer Len 

Wein (Leonard Norman Wein (1946 – 2017)) and the artist Bernie 

Wrightson (Bernard Albert Wrightson (1948 – 2017)). It has had 

several humanoid or monster incarnations in various different 

storylines. 

Takataka Boulder To fall frequently or in numbers, drop, turn or roll from side to side. 

Takataka To fall frequently or in numbers, drop, turn or roll from side to side. 

Takatakatakataka To fall frequently or in numbers, drop, turn or roll from side to side. 

Teeny Boulder The colour of the rock is orange brown. 

Tee S.P. The origin of the word is unknown. 

Toast Cave It is someone or something that is finished or done for. 

Mr Olympia Redux A title that is awarded to the winner of the professional men's 

bodybuilding contest again. 

Pumping Iron It is doing body building exercises. 

Raw Iron A raw metal resource obtained from mining iron ore. 

Toast It is someone or something that is finished or done for. 

Treestyle Boulder A rock looks like the tree. 

Chesley’s Traverse Chesley Knight Bonestell (1888 – 1986) was a space artist. 

Palmer’s Garden World A chain of outdoor garden centres selling a range of plants and 

gardening equipment. It is also named after John Palmer (? – ?) 

who is a rock climber. 

PGW Central Palmers Garden World (PGW) is a chain of outdoor garden centres 

selling a range of plants and gardening equipment. 

PGW Direct Palmers Garden World (PGW) is a chain of outdoor garden centres 

selling a range of plants and gardening equipment. 

Treestyle A rock looks like the tree. 

Warm Up Boulder It is to prepare for physical exertion or a performance by exercising 

or practising gently beforehand. 

Crack Variant A line on the surface of something along which it has split without 

breaking apart. 

Game On A expression variously used to kick off a contest, issue a challenge, 

or express general enthusiasm. 

Jack Russell A breed of small terriers having a white coat with brown, black, or 

brown–and–black markings. 

Kompressor Arete It is forced induction. It is the outward–facing corner of a rock face. 

Lippy It is insolent or impertinent. 

Pitbull Terrier A breed of muscular, agile dogs that have a short, smooth coat, 

were developed to combine the traits of terriers and bulldogs, have 

extremely powerful jaws and great strength and tenacity, and that 

were originally bred for dog fighting. 

Pumpy It is intense use of the forearms when climbing the rock. 

Rock On A expression of celebration. 

Slaprobatics A action that is both robotic and acrobatic. 

The Crack A line on the surface of something along which it has split without 

breaking apart. 

The Slot A long, narrow aperture or slit in a rock for something to be 

inserted. 
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Bulkhead Sector 

 

It is a dividing wall. 

 

Rock Climbing Route Name Meaning 

Bulkhead Boulder A dividing wall. 

Bulkhead A dividing wall. 

Poolside The area adjoining a swimming pool. 

Fish Fry It is food. 

Blubberknife Boulder The third studio album released by the Australian Stephen Jones. 

Dead Eyes Opened A steady gaze with no emotion showing on the face. No smiles, no 

grins, no nothing – just a constant, continual gaze. 

Deadline The latest time or date by which something should be completed. 

Swamp Boulder A area of low-lying, uncultivated ground where water collects. 

Green Arete It is the colour green on the outward–facing corner of a rock face. 

Knee Deep It is submerged to or reaching as high as the knees. 

Tight Fit It fits very closely. 

La Palma A beautiful climb. It is a Spanish word. 

The Balcony A platform enclosed by a wall on the outside of a rock, with access 

from below or above. 

Orbi To the city of Rome, Italy and to the world. Used in Urbi et Orbi. 

It is a Latin term. 

Urbi To the city of Rome, Italy and to the world. Used in Urbi et Orbi. 

It is a Latin term. 

Tilted Boulder It is to move or cause to move into a sloping position. 

Folding Space A slight rise or dip in the rock. 

Wall Of Jugs A big great hand hold. 

Chugging A short dull sound, especially one that is rapidly repeated, such as 

that made by an engine. 

Jugariffic There are lots of large holds that are terrific. 

Juggarama There are lots of large holds. 

Jugmania There are lots of large holds that people have excessive enthusiasm 

for. 

Jugtastic There are lots of large holds that is extremely enjoyable or 

entertaining. 

Whale Boulder It looks the shape of the whale sea animal. 

Walker Power Tester It is a need to make sure that it is tested. 

Whale Traverse It looks the shape of the whale sea animal. 
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Eastern Block 

 

A geographical term that it is located in the east. 

 

Rock Climbing Route Name Meaning 

Bad Egg Boulder It is good for nothing. 

Bad Egg It is good for nothing. 

Hacking Boulder A seal with a cough. 

Hacking Seal A seal with a cough. 

Jack Up Boulder It is to rise something, especially a vehicle, with a device. 

Jack Up It is to rise something, especially a vehicle, with a device. 

Lucky Strike To have good luck in a particular matter. 

Hirsute It is covered with hair. 

Lucky Strike To have good luck in a particular matter. 

Strike Out To start out on a new or independent rock climb route. 

The Erector A person or thing that erects something. 

Petit Boulder A small rock. It is a French word. 

Petit Voyou Little rascal. It is a French term. 

Pumparama Boulder To have such an accumulation of metabolic waste products in the 

forearm, that forming even a basic grip becomes impossible on the 

rock. 

Pumparama To have such an accumulation of metabolic waste products in the 

forearm, that forming even a basic grip becomes impossible. 

Rainbow Block It is when new climbers will probably use holds of every colour to 

make their way across the climbing wall. This is called the 

“rainbow route.” As people advance in skill, they will graduate to 

route climbing, meaning climbing using holds of only one colour. 

LGBT It is initials that stands for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 

(LGBT). 

Rainbow Arete It is when new climbers will probably use holds of every colour to 

make their way across the climbing wall on a outward–facing 

corner of a rock face. This is called the “rainbow route.” As people 

advance in skill, they will graduate to route climbing, meaning 

climbing using holds of only one colour. 

Rainbow Roof It is when new climbers will probably use holds of every colour to 

make their way across the climbing wall. This is called the 

“rainbow route.” As people advance in skill, they will graduate to 

route climbing, meaning climbing using holds of only one colour. 

Skulduggery Boulder It is underhand, unscrupulous, or dishonest behaviour or activities. 

Project A route or climb that a climber is dedicating time to work on – 

generally at or just above their ability level. 

Skulduggery It is underhand, unscrupulous, or dishonest behaviour or activities. 

Sun Boulder The rock catches the sun. 

Suncatcher The area catches the sun. 

Vulcan Boulder A fictitious extra terrestrial humanoid species from the Television 

(TV) / Film series Star Trek. 

Rats And Mice It is bits and pieces of insignificant details. 

Vulcan Death Trip A fictitious Vulcan technique invented by Spock a character from 

the TV / Film series Star Trek. Its application was similar to that of 

the mind meld, except that it was administered with two hands, and 
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without speaking. It is supposed to appear to be deadly pressure 

applied to the face and head. 
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Mothership, The 

 

There is every type of rock climbing located here. 

 

Rock Climbing Route Name Meaning 

Down And Dirty It is done hastily. 

Moscow Snow A smooth climb. 

Psycho Phunk It is psychedelic funk (also called funkadelia or conflated with 

psychedelic soul) is a music genre that combines funk music with 

elements of psychedelic rock. 

Seedy It is sordid and disreputable. 

Seventeen It is when a person is nearly an adult. 

Thrust It is to push suddenly in a specified direction. 

Wunderbar Wonderful. It is a German word. 
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Point, The 

 

It is at the southern most end of Turakirae Head. 

 

Rock Climbing Route Name Meaning 

Flax Slab It is a flowering plant. It is distinct species from the northern 

hemisphere plant of the same name. 

Genki It roughly means having energy, pep, or health. 

Low Tide Boulder The state of the tide when at its lowest level. 

I Am Curious Yellow A 1967 Swedish erotic drama film. 

Peeping Tom A person who derives sexual pleasure from secretly watching 

people undressing or engaging in sexual activity. 

Project A route or climb that a climber is dedicating time to work on – 

generally at or just above their ability level. 

Microwall A small rock. 

Microarete A small rock on the outward–facing corner of a rock face. 

Microdextral A small wall on the right side. 

Microedge A small ledge on the wall. 

Micromiddle It is in the centre of a small wall. 

Micromission A small task that is assigned. 

Microspan The full extent of a small wall. 

Pancake Boulder A flat area. 

Pancake A flat area. 

Seamonsters Wall They are beings from folklore believed to dwell in the sea and often 

imagined to be of immense size. 

Future Sailors A song stolen by Lance Dior and Horrold Boon from Vince Noir 

and Howard Moon from the TV series Mighty Boosh. 

Rubicon It is an act of winning a game against an opponent whose total score 

is less than 100, in which case the loser's score is added to rather 

than subtracted from the winner's in the game of cards. 

Seamonsters They are beings from folklore believed to dwell in the sea and often 

imagined to be of immense size. 

The Pinnacle A rock tower. 

Cul de Phoque The back of a seal. It is a French term. 

South East Arete A geographical term that is in the south east of the outward–facing 

corner of a rock face. 
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Red Block 

 

The colour of the rocks is red. 

 

Rock Climbing Route Name Meaning 

Flex It is being natural. 

Monkey Magic It is experiment free climbing. 

Skippy The origin of the word is unknown. 

Te Whare Ra The house over there. Te means the. Whare means house. Ra means 

over there. 

The Dish It is holds that are in relation to their total size rather flat. 

Vertically Integrated It is expanding the area. 
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Sticks, The 

 

It is a remote area. 

 

Rock Climbing Route Name Meaning 

Brainy Boulder It is having or showing intelligence. 

Brain It is intellectual capacity. 

Bum It is shaped like a part of human anatomy. 

Green Boulder The colour of the boulder is green. 

Green Arete It is the colour green on the outward–facing corner of a rock face. 

Green Lichen A lichen consists of a simple photosynthesizing organism, usually 

a green alga or cyanobacterium, surrounded by filaments of a 

fungus. 

Juicy Boulder It is temptingly appealing. 

Juicy It is temptingly appealing. 

Wrigley A brand of chewing gum. 

White Boulder The colour of the boulder is white. 

Spotted A technique used in climbing, especially in bouldering, where the 

climbers are close to the ground and ropes are not normally used. 

The spotter stands below the climber, with arms raised or at the 

ready. 

Yellow Boulder The colour of the boulder is yellow. 

Aquarius It is a word is taken directly from Latin, in which it means “water 

carrier,” from the Latin root aqua, meaning “water.” 

Yellow The colour of the boulder is yellow. 
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Stinky Jim Sector 

 

A very smelly seal inhabited the area. 

 

Rock Climbing Route Name Meaning 

Sticky Jim A very smelly seal inhabited the area. 

Stinky Arete A very smelly seal inhabited the area near the outward–facing 

corner of a rock face. 

Stinky Boulder A very smelly seal inhabited the area by the rock. 

Stinky Direct A very smelly seal inhabited the area. 

Tin Sky The origin of the word is unknown. 
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Trackside Boulder 

 

It is beside the track that goes around Turakirae Head. 

 

Rock Climbing Route Name Meaning 

Backside The reverse or rear side of something. 

Trackside The area adjacent to a rock. 

 

  



TurakiraeHeadBoulderNames.docx 

© Jeremy Foster 2022 Page 21 of  24 

Wavelength Sector 

 

It is beside the sea. 

 

Rock Climbing Route Name Meaning 

Breakdown Boulder To divide into parts or categories. 

Breakdown To divide into parts or categories. 

Wavelength Boulder It is beside the sea. 

Beaster A monstrous, nasty, vile, or cruel. 

Breakdown To divide into parts or categories. 

Fools Gold A brassy yellow mineral that can be mistaken for gold, especially 

pyrites. 

Highball Gardening A highball is a boulder problem that is long and high off the ground, 

so a resulting fall could result in serious injury. Any boulder taller 

than 15 feet is usually considered a highball, with an upper limit 

around 7 to 10 metres. Even with the most crash pads and best 

spotters, falling from a highball boulder can result in injury, that’s 

why successful high ball boulderers climb with the mindset that 

they will not fall. Added height and risk can make a highball send 

feel extra rewarding. 

Jardines Simulator A technique in which two climbers move simultaneously upward, 

with the leader placing protection which the second removes as 

they advance. A device known as a Tibloc which allows the rope 

to only move in a single direction is sometimes used to prevent the 

second climber from accidentally pulling the lead climber off 

should the second slip. 

John Peel John Robert Parker Ravenscroft (1939 - 2004) known 

professionally as John Peel, was an English disc jockey and radio 

presenter. He was the longest serving of the original England BBC 

Radio 1 DJs, broadcasting regularly from 1967 until his death in 

2004. 

Karl Malone A person that is called the mailman. Very old, very cheap. Pokes 

people in the face, talks about himself in the third person, and is a 

redneck. He also has no championship. 

Leo Leo It is brave enough to try it. 

L'etrave The upright piece of wood or metal at the bow of a ship. It is a 

French word. 

Lockdown A state of isolation or restricted access instituted as a security 

measure. 

Lockdown Eliminate A state of isolation or restricted access instituted as a security 

measure. 

Praying Mantis It is when you need to be a like the insect in order climb the rock. 

Project A route or climb that a climber is dedicating time to work on – 

generally at or just above their ability level. 

Steak And Cheese Pie It is meat wrap in pastry with cheese. 

Wavelength Traverse It is beside the sea that you need to climb across. 

White Slabs The colour of the slab is white. 
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Western Block 

 

A geographical term that it is located in the west. 

 

Rock Climbing Route Name Meaning 

Big Block It is a large rock. 

Bend Your Knees It is contorting your body to climb. 

Block Party A outdoor area where there are plenty of rocks. 

Gecko Boulder It is a rock. 

Stretch Like Us To cause something to reach, often as far as possible, in a particular 

direction. 

The Gecko A nocturnal and often highly vocal lizard which has adhesive pads 

on the feet to assist in climbing on smooth surfaces. It is widespread 

in warm regions. 

Roadside Boulder It is a rock. 

Roadside Rodeo To clip into the first piece of protection from the ground by 

swinging a loop of rope so that it is caught by a carabineer. 

Skar Boulder It is wild. It is a Scottish word. 

The Skar It is wild. It is a Scottish word. 

Tinyship Boulder It is a rock. 

Tinyship It is small. 

Ugadu Boulder It is swinging. 

Ugadu It is swinging. 
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Turakirae Head Rock Climbing Boulders Location Map 

 

 
 

Source: Wellington Rock – A Guide For Climbers by Kristen Foley. 
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