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TURAKIRAE HEAD COASTAL PLACE NAME ORIGINS 
 

Introduction 

 

This document is about the origin of various place names that are located between Turakirae Head, 

Wainuiomata and Corner Creek, Wairarapa. A lot of these names are not on the topographical maps. 

 

Turakirae means a headland that comes down to the sea level. It is where the Remutaka Range descends 

southward and meets the sea. Turaki means to push down. Rae means headland. 

 

Turakirae Head is also known as Cape Turakirae. 

To a lesser extent Turakirae Head is also known as The Rak, which is named after the rock climbing 

boulders that are in the area. 

 

It excludes the following areas: 

 

- Farm names that are located in the area. 

- Rock names in the Turakirae Head area. 

 

Some of the land is owned by the Department of Conservation (DOC) while other parts are privately 

owned. 

 

Access to the Turakirae Head Coastal area is from: 

 

- Ōrongorongo Bridge Carpark beside the Ōrongorongo River at 1940 Coast Road, Wainuiomata. 

- Wild Coast Track that starts from the Corner Creek Campsite, Wairarapa and goes to the road end at 

the Coast Road, Wainuiomata. 

 

This document is part of a series of the origin of place names of Wainuiomata. 

 

Other documents that relate to the area are: 

 

- For information on the Ōrongorongo River side of the Remutaka Range see the Ōrongorongo Place 

Name Origins document. 

- For information on the Wainuiomata side of the Remutaka Range see the Wainuiomata Place Name 

Origins document. 

- For information on the Wairarapa side of the Remutaka Range see Remutaka Place Name Origins 

document. 

- For information on the boulders, walls and rock climbing route names at Turakirae Head see 

Turakirae Head Rock Names document. 

 

For more history about the Māori naming and their association with Turakirae Head see: 

 

- A Guide to Rimutaka Forest Park by Bill Sewell. 

- The Great Harbour of Tara by G. Leslie Adkin. 

- The History of the Orongoronga Valley and Environs by Joanna Lane–Taylor. 

 

See also the Wikipedia page on Turakirae Head. 

 

The maps are in a separate section in this document. 

 

See the Bibliography for further sources of information. 
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Turakirae Head Coastal Place Name Information 

 

The document is laid out in the following style: 

 

Place name for example – A–Frame. 

Type of geographical feature for the place name for example – Structure. 

Definition of the place name for example – A hut that is like the capital letter A. It is located beside the 

east boundary line between the Orongorongo and Wharekauhau Sheep Stations. 

Source of the information for the place name for example – Map. 

Source of where the definition of the place name came from for example – Internet Search. 

Time frame of when the place name came into existence for example – 1900s. 
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Turakirae Head Coastal Place Name Origins 

 

A–Frame  Structure 

A hut that is like the capital letter A. It is located beside the east boundary line between the Orongorongo 

and Wharekauhau Sheep Stations. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Time Frame – 1900s. 

 

Barneys Gully  Geographic Feature 

Barneys Stream  Water 

Barneys Whare  Hut 

Frank Barnes (1859 – 1941) was a sailor and later became a shepherd at the Ōrongorongo / Riddifords 

Sheep Station from about 1895. He was also an artist. He lived in the hut from 1895 to 1936. The private 

hut is owned by the Ōrongorongo Station. The hut is located just north of Turakirae Head on the 

Wairarapa side. 

 

Source – Map. Information – The History Of The Orongoronga Valley And Environs by Joanna Lane–

Taylor. Time Frame – 1900s. 

 

Can Creek Water 

A place where trail bike riders are likely to fall off due the terrain. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1900s. 

 

Captain McDonalds Flat Geographic Feature 

Alexander McDonald (1808 – 1888) was a Union Bank of Australia manager who made a trip around the 

coastline in the 1840s. 

 

Source – Wairarapa: An Historical Excursion by A. G. Bagnall. Information – Wairarapa: An Historical 

Excursion by A. G. Bagnall. Timeframe – 1840s. 

 

Cemetery Creek Water 

A large single grave of about 20 shipwreck sailors exists just down the fence line, near the mound, near 

this creek. It is from the ship St Vincent which came ashore on the 13 February 1869. Also in the area is 

William (Bill) Watson (1788 – 1852) who was on The Henry a ship that sank on 5 June 1852 near 

Turakirae Head. He is buried along the coastline. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1869. 

 

Chapel Structure 

A structure used for religious Christiantity worship built by Roy Nelson (Royal Storygiert Cullen 

Gjerson) (1897 – 1988) and the Scouts. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1930s. 
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Coles Hole Geographic Feature 

Robert Cole (1815 – 1894) was a Reverend in the Anglican Church. The grassy terrace between the 

Mukamuka-iti and the Mukamuka-nui Points would have been a pleasant interlude but beyond the larger 

stream was the third and most critical obstacle. The rocks on the main point could normally be passed 

only at 1/2 ebb to about 1/4 floodtide. At the foot of one of the rocks was a deep hole into which, according 

to Alfred Matthews (1845 – 1925), unobservant travellers sometimes stumbled into. One such victim was 

the Reverend Robert Cole, who shared with William Colenso (1811 – 1899) some responsibility for the 

souls of the Māori Ngāti Kahungunu tribal group based in the Wairarapa. "Parson Cole", once allowed 

his horse to subside into this trap which an appropriate religious christening gesture confirmed it for many 

years as Coles Hole. 

 

Source – Wairarapa: An Historical Excursion by A. G. Bagnall. Information – Wairarapa: An Historical 

Excursion by A. G. Bagnall. Timeframe – 1840s. 

 

Figtree Plant 

A moraceous tree of the tropical genus Ficus. It produces a closed pear shaped receptacle that becomes 

fleshy and edible when mature. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1930s. 

 

Fishermans Rock Geographic Feature 

The rock where fishermen noted that was used to mark an area that the entrance to Wellington Harbour 

was near. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Time Frame – 1840s. 

 

Flax, The Plant 

A harakeke is a native flax that is very dominant along the coastline. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1930s. 

 

Flip Rock Geographic Feature 

Where people on motorbikes sometimes fell over as they were unaware that it was not stable. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1950s. 

 

Hermit Falls Water 

A person who lived in solitude once resided in the area. The name of the person is not known. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1920s. 

 

Mikes Falls Water 

The origin of this name is not known. It is located in the lower Mukamuka–iti Valley. 

 

Source – Map. Information – ?? Timeframe – 1920s. 

 

Mokomoko Point Geographic Feature 

A native lizard / gecko / skink that inhabits the area. The colour and patterns are variable, but the overall 

colour is coppery or olive brown and it usually has an even edged dark brown stripe along the side, 

bordered cream or white on the top and bottom. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1920s. 
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Mukamuka Point Headland 

Mukamuka Stream Water 

A lot of inner flax fibres. Muka means flax fibre. It is a native plant where tassel made from muka formed 

around a smaller knot. It is also known as the Mukas, Mukes and Mooks which are a shortened version 

of Mukamuka. To a lesser extent it is also known as Moukamouka which is a alternative spelling of 

Mukamuka. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Māori Dictionary. Time Frame – 1800s. 

 

Mukamuka-iti Stream Water 

A lot of small inner flax fibres. Muka means flax fibre. Iti means small. It is a native plant where tassel 

made from muka formed around a smaller knot. It is also known as Little Mukamuka Stream. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Māori Dictionary. Time Frame – 1800s. 

 

Mukamuka–nui Stream Water 

A lot of large inner flax fibres. Muka means flax fibre. Nui means large. It is a native plant where tassel 

made from muka formed around a smaller knot. There was also a Māori settlement located here. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Māori Dictionary. Time Frame – 1800s. 

 

Nics Garden Geographic Feature 

The origin of this name is not known. It is a natural rock garden. 

 

Source – Map. Information – ?? Timeframe – 1950s. 

 

Notch, The Geographic Feature 

A indention along the coastline which is used as a place of shelter. It was used by stockmen pre 1950 as 

a shelter for their sheep when caught in a southerly. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1840s. 

 

Ōrongoronga Personal Name 

Ōrongorongo Personal Name 

Ōrongorongo Lodge / Station Farm / House 

Ōrongorongo River Water 

Ōrongorongo Valley Road Track 

It is a shortened version of Te Wai O Rongorongo. The waters of Rongorongo. Te means the. Wai means 

water. O means of. Rongorongo was the wife of Turi Kaihautu of the canoe Aotea. Also sister of 

Rongokako of the Māori Tākitimu people of the Hawkes Bay area. Rongorongo is a female name. Also 

Orongo was an ancient deity of Hawaii, where it was known as Orongo. Rongo was the Māori god of 

agriculture, and father of the kumara. The area at the mouth of the river was Māori land and was associated 

with Te Tatau o Te Pō Marae, who are the successor of Pito–one Pa. 

 

The Ōrongorongo River was also known as Riddifords Creek. The Ōrongorongo Lodge / Station has also 

been known as Riddifords Station. 

 

The Ōrongorongo Valley Road is a 4 wheel drive track. It starts from the mouth of the Ōrongorongo River 

and goes to the mouth of Greens Stream. It was constructed in 1968. It is also known as DSIR Road, 

Landcare Road and Valley Road. It has had many names depending on what the name of the government 

organisation that runs as of 2023 Landcare Research Field Station. The road near the mouth of the river 

is owned by the Ōrongorongo Station, while just north it is a private road owned by DOC. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Built Heritage Of The Orongorongo Valley by Chris Cochran, Chris 

Maclean, Allan Sheppard. Time Frame – 1800s. 
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Pauls Hill High Point 

Paul The Apostle who was also known as St Paul, was a religious Christianity apostle who spread the 

teachings of Jesus in the 1st century AD. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1930s. 

 

Pool, The Water 

Geographic term in that small deep pool of water that is sheltered in an otherwise rough coastline area. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1930s. 

 

Professor Flats Geographic Feature 

Professor Gorre–Brown (? – ?) and family used to spend summer camps at this location before 1940. His 

first name is not known. 

 

Source – Map. Information – ?? Timeframe – 1930s. 

 

Rockfish Gully Geographic Feature 

A common term for several species of fish, referring to their tendency to hide among rocks. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1930s. 

 

Russells Folly Geographic Feature 

John Purvis Russell (1829 – 1906) was a Wairarapa run holder who moved sheep and cattle along the 

coastline in the early 1850s before the 1855 earthquake. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Wairarapa: An Historical Excursion by A. G. Bagnall. Timeframe – 1850s. 

 

Saddle Rock Geographic Feature 

Geographical term in that there is a low point on a ridge between two points. It is located just by Barneys 

Creek where it flows into the sea. Legend states that a fresh water spring flows from the top and runs 

down the landward side of the rock. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1930s. 

 

Turakirae Head Headland 

Turakirae Head Scientific Reserve Park / Reserve 

A headland that comes down to the sea level. It is where the Remutaka Range descends southward and 

meets the sea. Turaki means to push down. Rae means headland. 

Turakirae Head is also known as Cape Turakirae. 

To a lesser extent Turakirae Head is also known as The Rak on the account of the rock climbing boulders 

in the area. 

Turakirae Head Scientific Reserve was in the 1960s a quarry. Due to fact there are a series of raised 

terraces which show where the beach has been prior to a seismic event this caused issues. In 1969 the 

area became publicly owned and has since expanded. It is owned by the Department of Conservation 

(DOC) and the area covered is about 127 hectares.  

 

Source – Map. Information – Māori Place Names Dictionary. Time Frame – 1800s. 
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Waimārara, Mt High Point 

Waimārara Stream Water 

Moon over shinning water. Wai means water. Mārama means moon, light or enlighten. This is an official 

version. The origins of the word are disputed and other translations are moon over shinning water; clear 

water; name given to a fresh water spring; and the sight of the full moon rising from the sea on a clear 

summer’s evening. Topographical maps over the years have had Waimārara Stream on the west side, 

which is the Wellington side of Mt Waimārara and the east side, which is the Wairarapa side of Mt 

Waimārara. Currently it is on the east side, which is the Wairarapa side of Mt Waimārara. 
 

There are the remains of a World War 2 (1939 – 1945) Radar Station located at Mt Waimārara. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Māori Place Names Dictionary. Time Frame – 1800s. 

 

Waterworks Creek Water 

A place where a plume of water shooting about 30 metres horizontally out of the hillside above this 

insignificant creek. It was named by Roy Nelson (Royal Storygiert Cullen Gjerson 1897 – 1988) after a 

1942 cloudburst. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1940s. 

 

Whiskey Creek Water 

A spirit distilled from malted grain, especially barley or rye. It was named by Eric Leslie Riddiford (1885 

– 1951) who kept a tin cup chained to the tree here and always stopped for a drink. He maintained it was 

the best water in New Zealand, however he always flavoured it with his hip flask. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1920s. 

 

Williwa Bay Geographic Feature 

A sudden violent gust of cold land air common along mountainous coastlines. These also produce 

whirlwinds or small waterspouts are seen in the area on windy days. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1930s. 

 

Windy Point Headland 

Geographical term in that it is always windy and exposed at this point. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Dictionary. Time Frame – 1840s. 

 

Witches Rock Geographic Feature 

A native tree known as the karaka which has glossy leaves and orange berries. It is the sole remnant of 

what the area was like before the rocks were blasted and remove for construction purposes in Wellington. 

It is also known as Karaka Rocks. 

 

Source – Map. Information – Internet Search. Timeframe – 1930s. 
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Turakirae Head Coastal Name Maps 

 

 

Source: Barneys Whare Information, Wainuiomata Historical Museum Society.  
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