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2016 President’s Report 
 
The Society has had a solid year, largely thanks to the efforts of Members in raising funds and 
making our local history relevant to the public. In 2014, when we celebrated  the 25th 
anniversary of the opening of the Museum, the former Mayor of the brief Wainuiomata District 
Council promised that he would pass the mayoralty regalia to the Museum. Harry delivered, and 
these special items from 1988 are now on display.  
 
At our last AGM, in lieu of an external speaker, I gave a presentation of the results of research 
into farm ownership of the settlers in Wainuiomata. This was a preview of the book Land Barons 
of Wainuiomata, which was launched during 2015 Heritage Month with public lectures in 
Wainuiomata and Petone. Another noteworthy event celebrating local history was the 150th 
anniversary of the Coast Road Church. While the church is managed by another society, I know 
that many of our members are also involved in this, and the commemoration in February of this 
year was very successful. Most of the photographs in the new book on the church and cemetery 
were sourced from Society archives, a tribute to Iris Fraser who has looked after these for many 
years.  
 
In the past year, two members of note have passed away: Valerie Grehan and Jean Grice. Jean 
was the daughter of Frank Apperley, a noted farmer in the early part of the 20th century. Valerie 
served on the Committee for 12 years, and organised many Museum displays. Her husband, 
our Patron Walter, was another stalwart of the Society, and has since moved to Nelson to be 
close to family. Membership-aging is an ongoing challenge. Fortunately, we have gained 7 new 
members, and membership has increased to 61. The Society is continuing to fulfil its role in 
preserving our local heritage. This is largely due to a small core of dedicated helpers, and I am 
particularly grateful for their time and energy. 
 
The Committee has had a busy year, and maintenance of the Museum remains a priority. There 
is one remaining wall of the Museum to be overhauled in the future, when funds permit this. An 
urgent problem of leaks around the entrance porch was addressed, requiring replacement of 
rotten timber and new flashings. This was overseen by our Treasurer Bill Koelman, who also 
tidied up, repainting the work and reinstalling the drainage system. Routine maintenance of the 
Sinclair Cemetery grounds, part of the DOC estate, ceased under Corrections,  but an 
alternative scheme under HCC is now in place. 
 
The publication and launch of The Land Barons of Wainuiomata was funded through the 
Heritage Fund of Hutt City Council, and we are very grateful for this. The book covers the period 
from 1840 to present day, and describes how the major settlers accumulated their land, building 
it into large farms. These have now largely disappeared. The account has proved very popular, 
particularly among descendants of the settler families who had vague knowledge of the 
business affairs of their forbears. Sales of a book launched in the previous year, Tales from 
Wainuiomata's Past , have continued, necessitating a reprint.   
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Regular meetings of the Society have been varied, partly because of low turnout of members. At 
our Heritage Month meeting, Alison Rogers and Jim France gave talks on the local Red Cross 
and St John's organisations. Latterly, we have begun to informally make use of historical talks in 
Petone. The annual combined Historical Societies' film evening at the Petone Lighthouse  
 
Theatre to view the comedy Genevieve was great entertainment. Another successful annual 
dinner was organised at the Louise Bilderbeck hall. During this, Alison and Iris were formally 
thanked for their long involvement in helping to manage the Society.   A relaxed Christmas party 
was enjoyed by all who attended. A Society visit and picnic was made to the Rimutaka Forest 
Park. 
 
Several groups have visited outside the normal Museum Sunday opening hours. A bus group 
called in October as part of the 50th anniversary of Arakura School. The Olsen family, 
Stokeswood Retirement Village and the Eco group of Wainuiomata Primary School all visited in 
February. We also had substantial numbers associated with the Flower Show and the 150th 
Coast Road Church anniversary. 
 
Financially, the Society is in reasonable shape, with no outstanding dues among the current 
membership. Subscriptions have been left unchanged. Income also included book sales and 
entry fees, some minor donations, the garage sale that brought in over $1000, twice what we 
normally make. This boost was largely due to Walter Grehan downsizing to his Nelson shift, with 
Bill spending many hours uplifting items for sale. A stall was twice set up at the Homedale 
Village Market, augmenting sale of Society items. I am grateful to the members for their efforts 
in raising money at the various public events. We are grateful for the continued support of our 
sponsors. 
 
Our monthly newsletter has continued, and I am grateful to Jade, Dawn and Iris for their work in 
producing this. We are grateful to Clive's Chemist for printing the newsletters. Alan Donaldson 
has continued to digitise our collection of photographs. Dawn is continuing to build an extensive 
database of our written historical material. The link with the libraries' Spydus internet system of 
Hutt City has been established, and Dawn is working to make the Society's information 
available on for search by the public. Sheila and Pauline have undertaken responsibility for 
Museum displays. Work at the 'lock-up' at the old Intermediate school had continued 
intermittently as the small team sorts through donated articles to cull the collection. Long term 
storage of historical items remains a problem.     
 
I am most grateful to all the Committee members - Dawn, Bill, Faye, Pauline, Sheila and Alan - 
for their dedication and hard work during the year. Iris continued for a short period last year, 
until Dawn took over the role of Secretary fully. It has been a productive year, and many other 
members, and families, have contributed. I believe that the challenge we have assumed as 
Guardians of Our Heritage has been successfully met, and I thank you all for assisting with this.  
 
 
Gavin Wallace 
April 2016 
 


