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Ernest Gordon ANDERSON (1900-1980)

Valley News December 1980 Obituary

Mr E. Gordon Anderson, head teacher of Wainuiomata Primary School from 1953, when the roll
totaled 192, died in Wanganui on 19 November. As a teacher, musician and counsellor for those in
need Mr Anderson endeared himself to all with whom he came into contact with his wisdom,
humanity and cheerful disposition. His other interests lay in painting, gardening and building. As a
Justice of the Peace he frequently sat upon the Bench in Wanganui.

Before coming to Wainuiomata School, from which he retired in 1964, he taught in many areas,
chiefly throughout the lower half of the North Island. For some of these schools he composed and
orchestrated special songs. Among these was the Wainuiomata Primary School centennial song for
which he wrote both the lyrics and music. He played a major part in organising the School
Centennial which was an outstanding success.

Mr Anderson’s enthusiasm for music was the catalyst for the establishment of both children’s and
adult orchestras in Wainuiomata. This same dedication lead him, upon retirement as head teacher,
to accept a musical advisory position at Wainuiomata College. Before the advent of talking pictures,
Mr Anderson with his brothers, played in a Dannevirke orchestra which in the 1920’s accompanied
the “movies”.

In the field of sport it was Mr Anderson’s lot to encourage participation in sporting activities outside
the Valley, a movement which was to end previous isolation.

Mr Anderson leaves his wife, daughters Mrs Gay Williams and Mrs Lesley Davies and six grand-
children.
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