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Wainuiomata Beautifying Society

Valley News September 1970

The feature of this year’s activities of the Society has been the active participation of members in our
various projects. This has benefited the Society in two ways: first in increased interest within the
organization, and secondly in creating a greater awareness of the Society among the Valley
residents. Many people and organisations have expressed their appreciation of the work already
done and several bodies have requested our assistance in planning and assisting in their own
beautifying activities.

The first major project this year was the large re-entrant on the Hill Road. This was started soon after
the area had been burned by fire which unhappily also burned acres of native bush above the road.
With the assistance of machinery donated by both Wainuiomata Transport and the Hutt County, the
ground was cleared and prepared for spring planting of a clover cover. This germinated slowly owing
to the dry spring and summer but is now well established. A generous donation of shrubs by Mr
Athol Haste enabled a good start to be made in planting the area. Planting will continue next planting
season. The County has now taken over the mowing of both the re-entrants.

The second major project has been the development of the Homedale Post Office site. Following
representation to the Chief Post Master regarding the trees at the rear of the site a sum of $350 was
made available to the Society to grass and plant the area. This work is now well under way and will
be completed in the spring.

A reduced berm planting programme was undertaken this year. New planting included the Southern
end of Moohan Street and part of Hine Road with replacement planting in Wood Street and
Thirlmere Street. We note with appreciation the berm and reserve planting done by the County and
the efforts being made by some of the housing development companies, and Fletcher Trust, in this
respect.

We express our thanks to Mr F. Brugger of Brugger Metalcraft Ltd., for his offer of seats and other
amenities for the Hill Road reserve areas. It is planned to install some of this equipment shortly.

Mr H. Todd arranged a very extensive photographic display of old Wainuiomata as the Society’s
contribution to the opening of the Shopping Mall. This was set up in one of the vacant shops and
attracted considerable interest.

The Society has decided to sponsor a photographic competition in the coming year. The noted
Wellington Photographer Mr R. D. Woolf has agreed to judge the entries. The subject is “A
Wainuiomata Beauty Spot”, with classes for monochrome, colour prints, and slides.

At the request of the Parkway Intermediate School Committee, the Society’s Committee has

prepared the first stage of a planting programme for the new school and will also assist in the
direction of this work.
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Valley News October 1970 — Photographic Competition

We have been advised by our judge — and a good judge too (an
eminent Wellington photographer) — that the original idea of a
photographic garden contest, though reasonable in concept,
would be most unsatisfactory in practice. The scheme has
therefore been modified to a straight photographic competition, the
subject to be “A Scene in Wainuiomata”. We hope many scenes in
gardens will be submitted, but the field has been broadened to
include the whole Wainuiomata watershed. The three classes are:
black and white prints, colour prints, colour slides.

Visually, print size is important of course and we suggest for black
and white prints a minimum size of whole plate (82 x 6%z inch). As
most amateurs, even the very keen ones will still rely on the
commercial “houses” for colour prints, the largest standard size
would be acceptable. Colour slides are probably the easiest of all
for the contributor, but not so for the poor judge — even a good
judge! As a photographic competition, technical quality as well as
composition must be considered, but don’t allow this to dissuade
your entry. If you have a print or slide that you like, the original
taken by yourself at any time, and that fulfils the topic requirement, Societ i orgn 9.2 p petition
please enter it, or them; there is no entry fee. Entries or queries to ..
the Hon. Sec. Closing date, May 1° 1971,

A, SCENE IN WAINUIOMATA. The Beautifying

Effective black and white photography is essentially the reproduction of light and shade. General
garden views are not particularly suited to this medium but very careful choice of lighting can give
acceptable results: low sun or against-the-light shots can be effective. When the subject itself is
more dramatic, the task is much easier, and it is expected that black and white prints will include
rather more scenes outside the garden, although garden features can be very effective; lilly pond,
rose arbour, loggia etc.

Colour, being the form in which we see our gardens, is somewhat easier, but the fine detail of broad
views can be lost or confusing on small prints, so even here simplicity may help. Lighting is less
important, in fact, flat lighting can give better colour rendering. You have the whole summer to
extend your range of entries. We look forward to a memorable show. Although the competition may
not actually beautify the Valley, we hope it will record some of the beauty we know is there.

A mild winter, not too much rain during the “dead” months, resulted in an early and colourful spring.
Compared with ten, or even five years ago, our gardens have been a riot of colour, our sections
places of attractive form and outline, not just patches of bare ground. This has taken effort, money,
perhaps the occasional prod, and of course, time. The results have confounded the one-time critics
who dismissed Wainuiomata as a featureless swamp devoid of visual interest. Civic planting too, has
been in evidence, the Baths and Community Centre surroundings are both formal areas we, as
residents, can be proud of, and we hope, take a pride in.

Efforts of the various voluntary groups, the Rugby planter boxes, the Baths shade house, the
Homedale Post Office grounds, bits of the hill road, all add a little to the general visual amenity, that
should feast the eye, soothe the mind and rest the body (additional seats in all these places would
assist the latter).
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A pity that this amenity is diminished by the person with a grudge against society, who breaks
planted trees, uproots shrubs, deposits litter and glories in the damage that a little brute force can
do. Perhaps we may be less affected than some other areas, but any damage is too much. To
witness damage being done and not try to prevent it, is really to condone this damage. Our Civic
Pride should make us “do something about it”. In most cases this will be limited to a report to the
authorities. This is not “snooping” but a reasonable reaction to anti-social behavior.

To report incidents should not disturb our conscience, but clear it. Please, report any damage that
you see being done, with time, description of people involved, car numbers etc. We should all
participate in the authoritative enforcement of law and order, not just turn our backs, blame poor
supervision, or leave control, disturbing thought, to vigilance groups.

A most interesting talk on National Forest Parks by Mr K. Miers of the Forest Service. Broad plans
for the Catchpole were discussed in the context of existing schemes, particularly Hamner and
Rotorua where the forest multiple use principle is being actually applied. Perhaps not all questioners
were fully satisfied, but we too made our views known. Following the A.G.M., the Society’s activities
are controlled by:

Chairman: Mr W. J. McCabe 130 Hine Road 5029

Hon. Secretary: Mrs C. Gibson 136 Hine Road 7961

Hon. Treasurer: Mr K. J. Waugh 71 Sunny Grove 7929

Committee: Mesdames Anderson, Buck, Grove and Reynolds; Mr H. J. Todd
Hon. Auditor: Mr G. H. Hall
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Valley News November 1970

The open area at the rear of Homedale Post Office was recently grassed and planted. Already it
looks green, but several of the shrubs are most unhappy. This may be difficult to credit, but recently
some clot attempted to drive a van along the path across this area and naturally became stuck in the
soft ground, making a complete mess. Any of the dozen or so residents who did this work could
have become abusive, some perhaps violent had they witnessed this. Some people don’t encourage
civic effort.

This bay on the hill road, tidied and planted by the Beautifying Society, is one feature of the hill road
that travelers may have noticed recently; rhododendrons have been in flower. Thank-you for not
picking them.
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Valley News December 1970

A very good day for a bush walk on November 22, when we followed the “scout” track through the
Hine Road reserve and went the round of the fire-break. Distant views were limited — not a sign of
Tapuaenuku — but the local scene was magnificent. Quite a botanical feature was the Sundew,
Drosera auriculata, which must like the rather dry ground conditions produced by the bulldozing.
Rewarewa was coming into full flower, a good year too, and Kamahi almost out. The common,
onion-leaved orchid was much in evidence. A fairly strenuous short walk for a hot day!

With the year running out, it is appropriate to look back and perhaps attempt to assess beautifying
gains and losses. Certainly, gone are the days of unsealed roads — apart from a transient stage for
those lucky residents in roads that are upgraded — and sections that were just an enclosed area of
gorse or paddock. For many residents this stage is almost beyond memory.

Each spring seems more colourful than the last, as trees and shrubs reach the adult flowering stage.
Many reserves are now (fairly) neatly cut grass; a few can boast (very) neatly cut grass and flower
beds that would not shame many older, and more established urban areas. We hope that Mr Bhula’s
pioneering efforts in this connection can be eclipsed by following Riding, Borough (?), County (?) or
City (?) engineers. The paths and Queen Street frontages, the hillroad median and roundabout are
permanent reminders of our former engineer’s work. However, the tubs in Queen Street require
replanting, or sprucing up. The formation of a Reserves Department cannot be far away now surely?

Playing fields hardly come into the field of Beautifying, apart from being open green areas adding
relief to a distant view of housing. The very well patronized view from hillroad summit would be much
less attractive without the green areas that remain in the Lower Hutt Valley. Even playing fields
would be much improved by some feature planting, apart from the obvious advantage of shelter.

Past plantings in Mary Crowther Park found the pressure of urban existence too great — one
suspects the high local concentrations of small boys. A pity as the poplars County planted along the
northern boundary could by now have been quite a feature. A local group to nurture any future
planting here could help.

More berm planting has been undertaken by County residents. A pity that the few seem to be
opposed to this. The surprising thing to some people is that when say, berm planting is damaged,
no-one ever sees the damage being done. Perhaps eternal vigilance could avoid the damage? Or is
it simply that people regard the non-observance as “minding one’s own business”? A concerted
effort by the majority of residents should be able to prevent the damage or to bring to justice the
culprits when damage is done.

In the non-public sphere, much amenity planting was done initially in the Mall complex. This was
very attractive, but already requires some replacement and extension. Again, the small minority of ill-
wishers, or perhaps just morons among us don’t help, but public and private planters mustn’t lose
heart too easily.

Much planting has been done around the new tavern and with time should add much to an already

attractive building. Few other business frontages are worth a second glance. We hope the Parkway
industrial area will set an example in this respect.
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On the hillroad much can still be done to beautify, although nature is doing well, and if fire can be
avoided, will heal much of the rawness with time. Which serves as a reminder that the Valley now
has a group dedicated to fighting the fires that ravage our hillsides all too often. Perhaps still short in
numbers and training, the group already has the enthusiasm and equipment to achieve a great deal,
particularly in damping down the dying stages of major fire, and thus avoiding the “creep” that is so
damaging to growing bush. Firefighting group are always most welcome (phone 5029).

Some pros, some cons, but much more to be done. To all members of the Society and other
residents concerned with the amenity of our home area. “All the best” in 1971, and more power to
your beautifying arm.

Valley News April 1973

The Wainuiomata Beautifying Society would be very glad to receive any seeds, seedlings, plastic
containers (in which seedlings are purchased from nurseries) or donations for the purchase of
fertilizer and planting material. Because of the extensive damage caused by the recent fire, the
Society has planned to carry out a planting project on the hill concerned. Offers to help have been
most encouraging. Karamu and Fivefingers are particularly requested. Materials and donations can
be sent to:- Cr Bill McCabe (President, 130 Hine Road) or Ms Margaret Wilson (Secretary), 14 Rowe
Parade (Ph WOA 5330). Arrangements for collection can be made by ringing WOA 5330.

Valley News May 1973 Burnt Hillside Replanting Project

Offers to assist the Wainuiomata Beautifying Society with the proposed planting of native seeds and
seedlings at present being gathered, have been most encouraging. Mrs Molly Melhuish of York Bay,
who successfully organized and carried out a similar project a year ago, has been invited to speak
about her experience. Members of the Wainuiomata Beautifying Society and all other interested
people are very welcome to come to hear her at the Lounge, Wainuiomata Baths, Tuesday 22 May
at8 p.m.

Valley News May 1973 Native Seed Collecting

Although the Wainuiomata Beautifying Society have received numerous donations of native seeds
since the initial request for these to sow on areas of the burnt hillside above Wright Street, further
contributions would be very much appreciated. Some of these seeds will be retained and raised in
seed beds for future use.

It is presumed that during the school holidays, weather permitting, many parents with their children
will probably be undertaking some local bush walks. These trips into the bush would provide good
opportunities for seed gathering. During recent bush walks some members of the Beautifying
Society have found that seeds are really plentiful this year and in many instances are very easy to
pick. It is preferable to keep the different types of seed in separate bags because each type has its
own characteristic length of time for drying and processing.

The Beautifying Society is particularly interested in obtaining seeds of fast growing plants; because
once growth has been established, these native trees will encourage birds to perch on their
branches and their droppings will provide seeds from trees which have produced the food berries.
Examples of fast growing and hardy natives are Karamu, Hangehange, Karo and Fivefinger. These
also provide shelter for the slower growing plants and those which tend to be a little fragile.
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Karamu berries are found on trees at the bush fringe and are very noticeable because of their bright
orange colour. On some Karamu trees berries are so thick that about 2Ib of berries can be harvested
in 20-30 minutes.

It is possible the Beautifying Society would be very grateful if the seed-bearing fruit could be
prepared for planting before they are handed in. After these have been collected, preparation of the
seed depends on whether they are contained in a fleshy fruit or capsule or pod.

Seeds imbedded in a fleshy fruit e.g. taupata or karaka are best soaked in water for a few days
where the flesh is fairly well removed by the rotting process and the material should then be drained
and dried in a hot-water cupboard, as sun is unreliable at this time of year.

Capsules, e.g. Karo which contain a sticky mass of seeds are best dried first so that the capsules
will burst open. For good results it seems that this sticky mass should be removed by hand and then
later all the seed be rubbed through with sand and this method seems to separate the seeds from
each other.

Pods should be dried and seed removed from the pod cases and in the case of kowhai seeds it is
essential to make a small hole in each seed coat to encourage quick germination. If kowhai seed
can be collected while the seed is still yellow in colour a faster germination rate is also apparent.

Other smaller berries such as matipo (mapou), mahoe, karamu, pate, and fivefinger really only
require to be removed from any stalks before being dried on a flat tray.

Children seem to enjoy (for a while anyway) picking berries from the juniper-type Mingimingi
(Cyathodes juniperina). This New Zealand heath somewhat resembles Manuka, but it is the berries
which are so noticeably attractive occurring on various shubs in colours white, pink, ‘lolly’ pink,
cherry red and dark purple — each bush spotted with a definite colour. The mild prickliness of the
leaves can be a bit discouraging.

These are just a few examples of native seeds available at present and any amount gathered are
appreciated by the Beautifying Society.

Seeds prepared (or unprepared) for planting can be left with Ms Margaret Wilson, 14 Rowe Parade,
Wainuiomata or Cr Bill McCabe, 130 Hine Road, Wainuiomata.
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Valley News July 1973

During March of this year, sections of a predominantly gorse-covered hillside were extensively burnt
by fire. This burnt area is estimated to cover 150 acres and it is alleged to have been deliberately lit.
The Wainuiomata Beautifying Society has put aside other projects in order to concentrate on plans
for the sowing and planting of native seeds and seedlings. The success of the venture really
depends on the amount of seeds and plants gathered and the volunteer help available at the later
date to sow the seeds and plants on the hill. The blackened ridges and slopes are all too obvious to
most parts of Wainuiomata, and the W.B.S. feels that the project should be regarded as a
community venture with the Society working in a planning and co-ordinating capacity. Property
owners concerned have been approached and they have donated plants and money for purchase of
plants as most of the burn was on land above the present limit for subdivision.

The W.B.S. launched a campaign in April where notices were submitted to local papers, posters put
up, and 100 letters were sent to all society members, schools and local clubs calling for donations of
native seeds and plants and money. Pounds of seeds have been gathered and dried but more are
required. (As the birds are now eating the berries because other food sources are becoming less
available, the sooner these are picked the easier it would be to harvest them.)

To inhibit gorse growth on areas where fairly intense planting will take place, 4 cwt of grass seed has
already been sown.

The hill concerned is reasonably well covered by top soil with rocky outcrops protruding in parts,
making some areas inaccessible to planting. The most fertile parts are in the gullies where native
bush is regenerating. These gullies were threatened by the fire but the Wainuiomata Volunteer Bush
Fire Fighters saved many of these from being razed. Gorse covered hills during the dry season are
immensely vulnerable to fire which can sweep up the slopes at an alarming speed.

Growing gorse has one worthwhile characteristic — it adds Nitrogen to the soil. This is due to the
presence of bacteria in specialized root nodules of the gorse plant. Unfortunately, nutritive benefits
from the fire are minimal because organic materials are carried away from the hill during the fire, or
leached by water run-off. This is why the most fertile areas are in the gullies.

Recently Mrs Molly Melhuish spoke to the W.B.S. and provided useful information regarding the re-
afforestation of burnt hillsides. She organized a similar project in the Butterfly Valley area near
Eastbourne. Although the W.B.S. have not finalized the methods that will be used in the replanting
venture, it will be closely parallel to Mrs Melhuish’s.

Gorse stimulates regrowth because of the addition of nitrogen to the soil; and soil underneath gorse
is black, soft and friable. Even though gorse on the hill above Wright St has already begun to
regenerate, native plants and seeds sown amongst it will be protected. In 30 years native plants will
have topped the gorse, although rapidly growing plants will have achieved this earlier. Gorse plants
then die because their bases become rotten. If bracken replaces gorse in wetter areas, any native
growth is inhibited. Manuka also tends to inhibit native growth.

When burnt areas are too extensive or inaccessible for planting over the entire area, the establishing
of green belts along tracks or firebreaks diminishes fire risk and has psychological benefits.
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Seed Selection

It has been found essential that fast growing species and edible fruit-bearing species should be
chosen so that birds can be encouraged to perch on the branches. Other seeds are then introduced
to the area after passing alimentary canal of birds. These ‘bird seeds’ complete with fertilizer have a
high germination rate. It is preferable to collect seeds and plants locally which are compatible with
local conditions. ‘Alien’ native plants are inclined to hybridise much to the horror of botanists.

Examples of rapid growing natives are — karamu, karo, lemonwood, (tarata) kohuhu, hangehange.
Karamu also copes well in poor soils.

Examples of berry-bearing plants attractive to birds are karamu, karaka, wineberry, miro, tawa,
kahikatea, matai.

Examples of natives adapted to dry conditions are broadleaf, taupata, and karamu. These usually
have big heavy leaves which are wax coated to reduce transpiration.

Examples of native plants which are fairly resistant to fire are rangiora, kotukutuku (native fuschia)
broadleaf, karaka and all coprosmas (which includes karamu).

Seed sowing on the hillsides

This can commence when water permeation of the top soil is sufficient. Two methods will probably
be used. On the more gentle slopes and spurs, seeds may be raked in to the soil if water run-off and
wind exposure is minimal. The more widely used method will be for the sowers to arrive each
equipped with an implement to make about 3 inch holes in the ground e.g. a chisel or screwdriver
and receive a bag of assorted seeds. These holes should be made about a yard apart in a
designated area, a few seeds dropped in and then the holes covered over. A 50%-60% germination
rate is regarded as maximal and even 20% is considered successful.

Selection of seedlings

The ideal size of plants for removal from the germination site is 2’-3". When removing them, dig the
trowel into the soil and hold the plant gently but firmly at the base and ease it out of the ground.
Reject any plants which have had the tap root broken. Seedlings found along small streams are
ideal.

Handling and transportation of seedlings

Seedlings can be planted temporarily into containers or heeled into the soil. Mrs Melhuish
transported plants effectively by wrapping the bare roots in damp paper. By using three attached
sections of paper towels folded in half lengthwise, she wound the strip up like a scroll adding a plant
about every four to six inches. These ‘scrolls’ were carried in packs by planters who also carried
trowels and water containers so that the plants could be watered after being secured in the soil.

There have been numerous inquiries about the use of kowhai on the hill and it has been decided to
plant these in the fertile and damper gullies.

At this stage, there have been no dates set for the sowing and planting on the hill, but notification will
be given to groups interested and will also be printed in the local papers.
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Valley News July 1973

Conservation Week — Tree Planting — Assemble Nelson Crescent Saturday July 28, 9 a.m. Everyone
is invited to join in planting Native Trees on the burnt hillsides. Planting material will be supplied, but
bring your own plants and seeds if you wish. Wainuiomata Beautifying Society.

Valley News September 1973

On Friday evening, July 27" members of the Wainuiomata Beautifying Society arranged a display of
plants and photographs at the Mall to introduce the planting planned for the following day. The plants
were examples of the ‘good colonisers’ that are among the first to appear when Nature replants an
area, and had been grown in pots; the photographs illustrated previous attempts at replanting to beat
gorse. Saturday’s planting was quite a massive operation but an enthusiastic response from
residents ensured that everything was planted and almost every seed sown — and there were
pounds of these. Additional good work by college students and other groups means that at least the
lower slopes affected by the recent fire will have some growth other than gorse. It is now a case of
“seconds out and may the best seed win”?

o r—t—t—t——o o -5 -
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The president of the Wainuiomata Beautifying Society, Mr W. J. McCabe, sadly surveys where the
rhododendrons had been, and ruefully concludes there are some rotten types about. This “loop” of
the old hill-road near the summit was the first to be tidied and planted by the Society in September
1968. Since then, rhododendrons have been stolen and had to be replaced with monotonous
regularity until the patience of even ardent planters is now waning. This year there are eight gaps (at
the time of writing). Few of the bushes ever had the chance to become established, but “the few”
have this year put on a colourful show. Further replanting may have to be with something less
attractive to light-fingered, easy-conscienced passers-by (not necessarily Wainuiomata residents of
course). Any information regarding “who dun it” would be appreciated by the Area Engineer —
County maintain the area in its very neat condition.
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Valley News November 1977

Among the topics discussed at the recent AGM of the Society were care of berms and control of
shrubs and trees. Residents are apparently responsible for property frontages out to the centre line
of the road. The local authority takes over roads and footpaths maintenance as this requires
equipment and expertise not available to most residents. We pay of course, our rates. No doubt
there could be a similar arrangement for berm maintenance but again this would cost money and our
rates would increase accordingly. Our periodic task of berm mowing is thus not simply saving
County money; it's our own pockets that benefit. Unfortunately even one neglected berm can mar
the appearance of a whole street. Little can be done directly if the cause is idleness or indifference
but if sickness or old-age is the reason, neighbours could perhaps rally round? In one puzzling
example, an established section is meticulously maintained, the garden is a joy, the fence neat and
tidy, the berm well-kept except for a bin containing builder’s mix. A temporary arrangement? Hardly.
A bin has been there for more than a quarter century! What the passer-by sees is not a tidy section
but a messy berm. A parallel situation applies where shrubs or even trees overhang a boundary,
obstructing a footpath. It is the responsibility of residents to prevent this by appropriate pruning or
even removal of trees. The public is entitled to the free use of footpaths unobstructed by
overhanging branches (and of course by parked cars). It is no doubt an offence to prevent this free
use by obstruction.

Early Days
When the Society was formed in 1959 the valley floor was almost devoid of trees and apart from

older properties in the village area very few planted trees were apparent. Naturally, tree planting was
very much “pushed” in the early years and the Society itself did much tree planting. Residents efforts
are now maturing and most properties older than say five years have shrubs and trees large enough
to add to the overall appearance.

So far, so good. It is however possible to plant the wrong tree, or even the right one, in the wrong
place. The modern suburban section is no place for Pinus radiata. Sooner or later a Pine will shade
a neighbour’s property. If later, the tree by then may be large enough to pose problems of removal. If
you have a pine tree on your property, please, look at it very critically; does it shade a neighbour and
if not, how soon will it? In everyone’s interest, remove it. In ten years’ time you could have a major
job on your hands and long before then, neighbours with a well-founded grievance. There is no room
on small modern sections for quick growing evergreen forest giants! Pinus radiata is the common
offender — there are many around Wainuiomata — but similar objections apply to Macrocarpa, even
Lombardy poplar and no doubt to several other types too. Acacia and Eucalypt, though evergreen,
have a more open branch structure which gives less dense shade. Several of the latter are probably
unsuitable for other reasons as well as sheer size — the Dollar Gum grows very rapidly and is rather
too brittle to be planted near houses. Two magnificent Cedar trees in Moores Valley Road were
removed some years ago; they were on the northern side of the house. The wrong tree in the wrong
place.

Last updated 26 March 2018 www.nzpictures.co.nz/wainuimuseum. htm Page 12 of 13




,

L Uy
Historica

Museum

PO Box 43 220, Wainuiomata 5014

Suitable trees

What trees are suitable for a typical modern section? Shrubs add little to the overall appearance of
an area but are important at the local level, within the garden itself. Several Acacias are attractive
and rapid growing to medium height but may be short-lived. They can be improved by pruning.
Among the natives, Tarata, Kohuhu, Kowhai, Akeake, Mahoe and Lacebark are good standbys and
several will tolerate heavy pruning. Exotics include Rowen, several Oaks and Maples, Silver Birch,
Banksia. There are many others of course. Several of these have the added advantage of attracting
birds; the suburban garden is much more exciting when the Tui or Bellbird is in residence. All could
be a nuisance in the wrong place, overhanging the boundary, in front of your own or a neighbour’s
window. We need trees but please, not Pinus.

Valley News December 1979

The Wainuiomata Beautifying Society has had a continuing interest in the hill road since September
1968 when members tidied and sowed the first small reentrant near the summit. Rhododendrons
now add vivid colour in springtime. Many are not the originals unfortunately. As the areas became
larger, lower down the road projects became too large for a few (even keen) people with spade and
rake, and County has grassed the lower areas of old road, and maintains all of them in a very neat
condition. When the final three areas ‘green over’ very soon we shall have a magnificent entrance.
Society interest is now mainly in maintaining its plantings, more planting in the ‘fringe’ areas and
care of the routes listed its leaflet ‘Wainuiomata Hillroad Reserve’.

A Saturday morningtrck tdylngty is re seénbout to ‘go bush’. From the left, Craig Tennan,
George Horwood, Bob Sewell, Brian Cameron and Dick Currie.
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