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Athol Frederick HASTE (1929-1981)

Valley News March 1981 Obituary

We have lost a cheerful face from our community with the recent
death of Athol Haste. All residents have gardens, most are
gardeners so almost all of us will have met Athol in this
connection. His wide knowledge of gardens and their problems,
and cheerfulness in the face of gardening adversity must have
spurred many of us on to further effort when apparently all had
failed! Many of his tips didn’t involve the contents of his shelves.
His generosity with plants for good causes was well-known.
Much of the springtime colour on the Hill Road results from his
donations — often the third or fourth replacement of plants that
had been stolen from the roadside.

For several years Athol was custodian of the Community Centre.
This is a position to tax anyone’s tact and diplomacy and would
sap anyone’s energy but Athol's cheery nature survived. One
could rely on a courteous response to complaints, requests or
even demands. The complaints were few.

Although Athol was born in Carterton, both of his parents had Wainuiomata connections, his mother,
a Prouse being born here and his father farmed here for some years after arriving from England in
about 1910. Athol returned here some twenty years ago. His grave in the Coast Road cemetery will
record the Haste connection with Wainuiomata. Our sympathy goes to Mrs Haste, and to Kevin and
Rodney.

Father: William Leppingwell HASTE (1893-1970)
Mother: Myrtle Annie PROUSE (1899-1981)

Grandfather: Frederick Thomas PROUSE (1873-1942) m 1894 Mary Jane McCUTCHEON
Great-grandfather: William PROUSE (1825-1878) m 1851 Harriet COLLIS
Gt-Gt-grandfather: Richard PROUSE (1789-1875) m 1816 Mary KING

See “Our Buried History: Coast Road Church Wainuiomata” by Colleen Hira (2016)
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