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Major-General Somerville George Cameron HOGGE (1837-1911) 

 
 
Museum Newsletter December 2010 
On arriving from Canada in November 1901 he is described as visiting New Zealand every year for 
trout fishing and has his summer residence at Wainuiomata.

1
 By 1904 he had been a regular visitor 

to Whakatane during the shooting season and was assisting with building a fishing lodge between 
Rotoiti and Rotorua. He then “proceeds to Vancouver for salmon fishing, home to England to buy 
clothes, and out again.”2 An earlier notice appeared in the Evening Post. “Persons found trespassing 
on the lands of General Hogge, Frederick Prouse, and the undersigned, at Wainuio-mata will be 
prosecuted. Signed J. E. Jackson 30 April 1895.” 
 
In early January 1897 he was on the ship R.M.S.S. Ruapehu when it went ashore near Farewell 
Spit. The ship was safely floated off by three steamers after off-loading passengers and cargo.

3
 His 

first known visit was in 1892 when he travelled from Colombo to Sydney, via Melbourne, then on to 
Lyttelton via Auckland.4,5 In 1899 he was photographed reading a newspaper in a porch at 
Wenderholm, Waiwera by Henry Winkelmann.6 On 7 October 1911 he “dropped dead in High-
street”, Auckland and was buried at Waikaraka Cemetery.

7,8
 

 
Major-General Hogge was born at Bath, Somerset in 1837 and was the son of Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Hogge (1786-1860) of the 20th Regiment and Knight of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order 
(K.H.).

9,10,11
 

 
Somerville began his military career by purchasing a commission as Ensign in the 16th 
(Bedfordshire) Regiment of Foot on 22 September 1854. He was promoted to Lieutenant 11 October 
1855 then purchased a Captaincy on 6 Sep 1858.

12
 The Regiment arrived in Montreal in 1861 and 

Captain Hogge was photographed by William Notman.
13

 In June 1866 he had 140 men under his 
command and was involved in defending British Rule by resisting Fenian uprisings.

14
 The following 

year he became a Major by purchase and in September 1869 was stationed at Halifax in Nova 
Scotia.15,16  
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He also served with the 66th Berkshire Regiment and in October 1880 marched from Kandahar, 
Afghanistan to Karachi, Pakistan via Quetta. From there they proceeded to Bombay and sailed for 
England in H.M. troopship Malabar on 20 January 1881. They reached Portsmouth in February and 
proceeded to Parkhurst on the Isle of Wight where the promotions of Major Hogge and Lt-Col. J. T. 
Ready were celebrated. A group photograph was taken and the men paraded before Queen Victoria 
at Osborne. 

17,18,19
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 The Berkshire Regiment by J. Percy Groves (1887) 
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 The Last Stand edited by Richard J. Stagpoole-Ryder 
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 History of Four Mainwand D.C.M medals (Sgt Lovell) http://www.dnw.co.uk/medals/auctionarchive  


