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Homedale Tattler August to December 1949 and February 1950 
 

The VALLEY NEWS commenced March 1950 
 

 
 
Women’s Section R. S. A. August Edition 1949  PO Box 5 
 
 
FOR ALL YOUR Baby Foods, Toilet Goods, Patent Medicine, and First Aid Requisites, Patronize the 
man to whom you entrust your Doctor’s Prescriptions. Buy with confidence from A. A. Savill M.P.S. 
Ph. C. The Chemist, Wainui-o-mata. 
 
HINTS – To pick up broken pieces of glass use a damp rag, and rub floor, thus picking up all 
splinters. When this is done the best idea is to burn or bury the cloth. If acid is spilt on anything it can 
be neutralized with ammonia or Baking Soda. 
 
GARDEN – For plenty of Spinach. Sow short rows of summer spinach at intervals of two or three 
weeks, setting seed an inch deep. In the dry weather this type runs to seed quickly, so you should 
sow a row of perpetual kind. This gives large leaves till the Autumn, and again in Spring. 
 
PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION – Held a meeting on July 7th 1949 in the Wainui-o-mata Hall. 70 
members attended, a record to date. Mr Hair the Secretary, and Mr Eddy the Chairman, both 
remarked they are pleased to see the residents taking more interest in local affairs. Topics of 
discussion – Tunnel, and War Memorial. Two new members were elected onto the Domain Board, 
namely Mr Eddy and Mr Humphries. 
 
CRICKET CONCERT – “Much building in the Mud.” What a memorable concert this was. For those 
of us who saw it (and that was most Wainui-o-mata). On the stage were three large portraits, being 
very good sketches of Mr Allen, Mr Christie, and in the centre Mr Wise. The latter was a life size 
study. The eyes were the most outstanding feature. The play was based on a certain Development 
Co. The roles were taken by Mr & Mrs Allen, Mr & Mrs Christie, Mr L. A. Smith, Mr Fitzgerald, Mr 
Valentin and Mr Saville, all local residents. After the play was over Mr R. Wood and Mr M. Harding 
conducted a Quiz. The children could join in this with great enthusiasm, as the play was perhaps a 
little over their heads. Later the children had a Polka and the Grand Old Duke of York. By this time it 
was eleven o’clock and the parents began to take the children home. Thanks to the Cricket Club for 
a grand show. 
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FOOTBALL – On Saturday July 16th the Football ground was officially opened at Wainui-o-mata by 
Mr Moohan M.P.  Residents turned out to witness the first Wellington Rugby Union game to be 
played in the district. Mr B. C. Revell, President of the Club, welcomed Mr Moohan M.P. and Mr J. 
King, Wellington Rugby Union representative, and members of local bodies, who through their 
combined efforts and Club enthusiasm had completed the preparation of the grounds. After briefly 
outlining the difficulties of the past through lack of proper training facilities, Mr Revell thanked Mr 
Wise, Club Patron, for the donation of the goal posts and his every assistance in hastening the 
completion of the grounds. Mr Wise in reply expressed his pleasure in being able to assist the Club, 
and thanked Mr Moohan and the Domain Board for their help. Mr Hair on behalf of the Domain 
Board, thanked the Land & Survey Dept. for their assistance, and expressed the Domain Boards 
pleasure that the ground was at last ready for competition play.  
 
 
Mr King thanked all those responsible for providing such excellent grounds. He thought it fitting that 
this, the first game, should be played against the Wellington Club, the oldest Club in the Union. On 
behalf of the Rugby Union he wished Wainui every success. Mr Moohan before officially opening the 
ground expressed pleasure in being asked to attend on this important occasion. The hope that 
Wainui would provide more teams within a short time was also made. The Field was then officially 
declared open. Mr Wise kicked off, and a very enjoyable game commenced. The final score was 
Wainui-o-mata 14 Wellington 0. Tries for Wainui were scored by Turnbull (3) with a convertion by 
Mudgeway. Outstanding players for Wainui – Turnbull, Crawford, Mudgeway, Hair and Pollard. At 
the conclusion of the game the Wellington team were entertained at a Social function by the Wainui 
Club. 
 
This month six of our young Wainui-o-mata girls are going to make their courtesy at the Labor Ball in 
Wellington. Miss J. Morris, P. Morris, D. Morris, K. Woods, B. Woods and Miss R. Bree. 
 
 
PROUD MOTHER – Yes, Sally is the Proudest Mother in Wainui, and what good reason she has 
after giving birth to 19 pups. 
 
 
GIRLS AND BOYS – A prize will be given to the boy or girl who sends in the best RIDDLE. So put 
your thinking caps on, and send your entry to Post Office Box 5 Wainui-o-mata. 
 
 
R. S. A. – Ladies don’t forget you have committee on the 2nd of this month. 
 
 
WEDDING BELLS – The people of Wainui-o-mata were pleased to hear the good news of Miss J. 
Edmonds marriage to Alfred Sparks, and wish them every happiness for their future. 
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POEM – Your oven 
An oven just for heating plates, 
Will waste fuel a lot, 
But in the rack above the stove, 
They’re never really hot, 
So get a cloth to cover them, 
Then when your cookings done, 
You’ll find the plates are piping hot, 
For dinner time at one, 
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September 1949 
 
RED CROSS MEETING 
This was held in the home of Mrs R. Jones, Hine Rd. The resignation of Mrs A. B. Lawrence was 
accepted with regret as she has always been a very willing helper. The Annual Fair of the Wellington 
Red Cross is to be held in the Congregational Hall, on Friday, Sept. 23rd. The Wainui Sub-Branch 
has been allocated the responsibility, in co-operation with Eastbourne, and Upper Hutt Sub-Centres, 
of the flower and Plant Stall. The Committee is appealing to all members of the RED CROSS to 
donate all in the nature of flowers and plants, in order to make this stall a success. Home Nursing 
classes are to be resumed under the tutorship of Mrs K. Butler, on Monday, the 5th September, at 
3.15 in the home of Mrs R. Jones, Hine Rd. The Bring and Buy Stall which was held on Thursday, 
July 14th realized the sum of £8 15s, which was very gratifying. However, discarded footwear is still 
needed for displaced persons. Also felt hats for making soft toys. If anyone can help provide either of 
the above items, they can be left at Mr Savill’s Pharmacy. A musical evening has been arranged for 
September 6th in Mrs R. Jones’ residence. 
 
 
GARDEN SHOW COMPETITION 
If you would like to compete in this, write to P.O. Box 5, for an application form. Shields will be 
presented to winning entries.  R.S.A. 
 
 
RAFFLE WINNER 
Mrs Scadden, 156 Nelson Street, Petone, won the raffle run by the Women’s Section R.S.A.  This 
was drawn on July 29th by Miss K. Woods and witnessed by Mr Lovegrove. 
 
 
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
This Meeting was held on Wednesday August 10th. Mrs Wood presiding over a good attendance. Mr 
Freeman from Lower Hutt gave a talk on trees to the seniors of the school. The tree was planted by 
two of the children. Mr Matthews also from the Hutt gave a most interesting talk on spring bulbs. The 
Sock Competition was won by Mrs Jones, 2nd Mrs McKerrell, 3rd Mrs L. Wood. Best Blooms was won 
by Mrs H. Roberts, 2nd Mrs Anker Snr, 3rd Mrs Wood. The Raffle was won by Mrs Sukroo. The 
Women’s Institute meet every second Wednesday of the month. 
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BASKET BALL CLUB 
The above was formed this season and the inaugural meeting was held in March. The Chairwoman 
is Miss R. Bree. The Secretary was Mrs C. Greenfield who has since resigned. The Club thanks her 
for all the good work she put into the Club during her capacity of Secretary, and we are glad to retain 
her services on the Committee. The Present Secretary is Miss V. Nielson. The Treasurer is Miss B. 
Wood, the coach is Mrs J. Francis, also founder of the Club. The Committee members are C. 
Greenfield, J. Francis (Hutt delegate), M. Henry, and I. Rubick. Starting with no assets and only one 
or two members who had played competitive basketball, the Club has been slowly working its way 
upwards. The girls are now starting to show the work put into them, by commencing the second 
round with a convincing win over P.T.O.G. by 21-6, after having been beaten by the same team in 
the first round 16-5. It is obvious how Wainui has improved in all departments. It is hoped that next 
season there will be two Teams. There are some players shaping well and two or three girls should 
in time bring honors to Wainui in Representative games. Our thanks go to the Wainui-O-Mata 
Development Co. for their donation of a basketball. We hope in the future we shall have the 
continued support of the residents in the valley, and if a little more help was offered we should 
receive it gratefully. 
 
 
 
LIFE IN THE ARMY 
I have just turned 18 and now find myself with a number 9999 and a gun. The Sergeant tells me I’m 
to fire at Will. None of the fellas in my Co. has the name of Will so what am I to do? Still I have the 
consolation of making the world safe for others to live in. I am in “B” Company – be here now and 
forever I hope. I remember when I was called up, the milkman was in charge. He said: “What’s your 
name?” I tell him he knows it as well as I do. After the Doctor has examined me he told me I was a 
perfect wreck and handed me a card “Class A.” 
 
I walked into the Hutt. The boys said “look what the wind’s blown in,” I said: “Wind nothing the 
draught’s doing it.” Now to get an outfit. Everything is either two sizes too large or two sizes too 
small. The shoes are so big I turned around three times and they didn’t even move. What a raincoat 
they gave me. I passed an Officer on the way out of the Quarter Masters Store. He yelled, “Don’t you 
see what I have on?” I answered “Yes, but look what they gave me.” I landed in camp with £10, in 10 
minutes I was broke. No matter what I did I went broke. I played cards and bet on five kings. I was 
beaten by six aces. Seeing a fellow with a wooden leg I asked him what he was doing in the Army. 
He told me he was there to mash potatoes. We all went on a route march. Did I tell you our Sergeant 
stutters?  Well as we marched along we came to a river. The Sergeant was so slow in saying “halt” 
that the first two columns went in. “Fall in” he yells. “I did and it was very cold.” So you see life in the 
Army is really great and I advise you to see your milkman right away. 
 
 
PARLIAMENT 
If you have ever visited Parliament then perhaps these items will interest you. When entering you will 
find an attendant ready to give you all the assistance he can. The building is so large that it is an 
easy matter to get lost. Walking through the well-appointed halls, you will notice Policemen standing 
alert, for if the occasion arises you may be removed from the premises. Once in the Gallery another 
attendant will take any luggage or parcels you may be carrying. Cameras are strictly forbidden and 
silence is essential. For all sessions are broadcasted to listeners all over New Zealand. 
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RIDDLE WINNER 
Q. How can one get fat for 6d? 
A. Buy it at Sinclairs the butcher. 
Elsdon Arnold. 
Your prize is now in the Post. Keep sending then in Children. 
 
 
A NIGHT TO REMEMBER 
Tuesday Sept. 6th. 8 p.m.  At the residence of Mrs R. Jones. Hine Rd. The Wainui Sub-Branch of the 
RED CROSS is holding a musical Evening. Object is for OVERSEAS PARCELS. Admission 1s. 
 
 
PLUNKET DANCE 
Friday 9th September 1949. Good music. Good prizes. Homemade savory Supper. FLOOR SHOWS. 
Dancing from 8.30 till 1 a.m.  Dress: Evening frocks, and Lounge Suits 
 
 
 
WAINUI SUB-BRANCH PLUNKET SOCIETY 
The Committee members of the above are hard at work in preparation for the Stalls for the Bazaar to 
be held at the end of the year, to raise funds for our Nurses Levy, and for payments of the rooms. 
The Dance to be held on the 9th Sept. is well under way, and a night of surprises and good 
entertainment can be anticipated. The Committee hopes that all people will assist by obtaining 
tickets. On the second Monday of each month a Social Evening is held in the Plunket Rooms, and all 
Ladies are asked to come along. As the year progresses, so does our activity. Our expenditure for 
this year will be greater, and we appeal for support from those who benefit by our work. 
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October 1949 
 
SCOTLAND YARD 
Scotland Yard was originally the home of the Scots family. It is now used as Headquarters for 
Scotland Yard. These men can operate only in a 700 square mile radius of London, this being the 
Law. If a crime is committed outside of that, the Yard men must wait to be asked to take the case 
over. If the Yard is notified within 24 hrs the expenses are borne by the Home Office. If it should be 
after that then expenses are from the Local Funds. Sometimes orders came two or three weeks after 
the crime has been committed and clues are more often cold, but, like the Mounties, Scotland Yard 
always get their men. 
 
 
IS THIS CORRECT 
For Sale Radio by Merchant Seaman leaving country with two valves missing. 
 
 
R. S. A. 
Next meeting of the Women’s Section of the R. S. A. Committee Meeting will be on the Tuesday 18th 
Oct. at Mrs Greenfield’s home Homedale Road. 
 
 
GOOD SPORTS 
An interesting game took place today at Wainui-o-mata when the well known I. Tryhard bought his 
team of cricketers over to meet the local Team Captained by U. Wearwell. Game started by the 
visitors batting, run after run was made till final the men met half way instead of running from wicket 
to wicket. As the field was quite completed it was necessary to run round the cows thus making the 
journey twice as far. Then the last man went down by a ball bowled by Mr Evergreen. Wainui-To-
Matoo tryed hard to make a good score. The crowd were behind them all the way, and that was just 
the trouble. Everytime the wicket keeper attempted to catch an over someone would interfere. By 
this time everyone was helping the local Team to gain every point, by fair means or foul. However 
the final score was – I. Tryhard 200 for 10. U. Wearwell 199 for 10. The residents took their loss like 
good sports should and invited the visiting team to a cup of__ ???? tea. 
 
 
TO THE HOUSEHOLDER 
It is the pleasure of the Women’s Section of the R.S.A. to have this paper for your convenience 
every month. Copies are 3d each, or if you so desire it can be posted to you at the cost of 4s per 
year including postage. The idea of this is to make it easier for the boys who deliver same. If you 
would like to become a yearly subscriber then, would you let the boy know, write to P.O. Box 5, or 
you can tell one of our members. You are free then from wondering if you will obtain your copy. 
Thanking you J. M. Guy, Hon. Secretary.  
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WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
Wainui-O-Mata Sept. Mtg. 
The monthly Meeting. Mrs Wood presided over a good attendance of members. 2 Items by the choir 
were much enjoyed, and an interesting demonstration was given by Mrs Kilminister on making a 
wool mop, at the conclusion of the demonstration Mrs Wood thanked Mrs Kilminister, and presented 
her with some lovely flowers. The monthly competition was won by Mrs Valentyne, 2nd Mrs Jones, 
3rd Mrs Hackett. Best Bloom was won by Mrs L. A. Smith, Mrs Wilson & Mrs Anker Snr. One raffle 
was won by Mrs Jamieson, the other by Mrs Curran. 
 
 
RIDDLE WINNER 
Q. Which goes the fasters hot or cold? 
A. Hot because you can catch a cold. 
Sent in by Glen Turner, Waterloo Rd, Johnsonville. Glen should have his prize of 2s 6d by now. 
 
 
“CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME” 
At the recent musical evening held at the home of Mrs R. Jones in aid of funds for Overseas parcels 
the sum of £2 2s was realized. A delightful and much appreciated evening was enjoyed by all thirty-
eight present. Mr Raynor was M.C. and the evening was opened by Mrs McClaren, with a short 
speech on “Charity begins at Home.” Vocal items were rendered by Mesdames H. Stanley and K. 
Eddie. Mr Kieth and Mr Joblin, also gave vocal items. Mr Raynor Jones and Miss F. Ashforth played 
pianoforte solos, while Mr Rishworth delighted all with a reading from Kathrine Mansfields “Early 
Morning.” Hawian Music by Mr & Mrs Savill. A very enjoyable supper completed a happy evening. 
 
 
HANDY HINTS 
Pots with holes, Aluminium. To mend a tiny hole, put saucepan on last or something similar. Take a 
hammer and gently tap all around the hole. Aluminium is soft and spreads thus closing the hole. This 
has been tried and proved very successful. 
 
 
R.S.A. STALL 
On Saturday Sept. 10th the Women’s Section of the Wainui-O-Mata R.S.A. held a Stall Bike and 
Pram Competition in the Local Hall at 2 p.m. The women of the committee worked hard and their 
efforts were repaid by a most successful afternoon. The visitors and Judges were representatives 
from the Hutt Valley R.S.A. Mesdames Woodrow President, Wilson Secretary, and several members 
of the committee. It is hoped that this section will have the continued support of the residents. 
 
 
“MAKE UP” 
What do men think of Make Up. Men are generally all in favour of a woman looking her best. Ogden 
Nash said “A girl whose cheeks are covered with paint has an advantage with me, over ones whose 
ain’t.” Make Up gives a woman more confidence. Too often women overdo it, or apply it badly – 
result they look like a doll dipped in a pot of paint. Whereas make up should be part of her grooming. 
One young man says, “Kissing a girl who is without Make Up is like eating chips with no vinegar.” 
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“SAUCEPANS” 
Aluminium saucepans 
On the shelf look gay, 
When hanging in a row, 
And polished every day. 
 
TWINS 
On interviewing Mrs Braines of Gibbs Crescent, I was very pleased to hear her boys are progressing 
very well. 
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November 1949 
 
LEAGUE OF MOTHERS 
Monthly meeting held in the Public Hall on Thursday 20th Oct. Mrs Apperley was in the chair and 
presided over a good attendance. Guest speaker – Mrs Harwood. She gave an interesting talk on 
conditions in England today, as compared with those in New Zealand. Mrs Gilchrist sang two very 
delightful songs. Mrs Apperley closed the meeting. It was a most enjoyable afternoon. 
 
 
PLUNKET SOCIETY 
Plunket activities over the past two months have included two major efforts to aid funds. During 
September a most successful dance was held, this adding £28 to the funds. The 4th Birthday of the 
Mothers’ Club was celebrated on 17th October when a varied programme was presented by local 
artists. A party from the Waiwhetu Mothers’ Club were guests for the evening and a Birthday Cake 
made by the President, Mrs Butler, was cut by the visiting President, Mrs Thomas. 
 
The committee members have been hard at work preparing for the Stalls for the Fair on Nov. 5th, 
and many novel and useful articles have been made. Plunket mothers are urged to attend the 
functions organized by the Committee to help raise the £150 per year which is needed to maintain 
the Plunket Service in the district and pay for the Plunket Buildings. 
 
 
VANDALISM 
A house not quite completed was entered unlawfully by two youths. The Painter leaving on Friday 
left his brushes over the week-end. He was surprised when he returned on Monday to find someone 
had drawn faces and written on newly painted walls. Police investigations followed and the culprits 
were found. 
 
 
LEGS 
The hemline controversy is focusing all eyes on women’s legs. So we must be sure they look their 
best. The most important is how they look to other people. Watch other people’s legs whenever in a 
bus, tram or train, and you will get plenty of ideas of your own. When standing in a queue, feet 
should be close together. Sitting down, any position is nice as long as the knees are together. 
 
 
GUY  GUY  GUY 
Stick him up high. Children throughout the Empire sing this every Nov. 5th, but how many of us know 
the true story. It dates back to 1605. While James I was ruling England, James promised the Roman 
Catholics better treatment than Elizabeth had given them. Frightened he banished the priests, when 
this was done, a Roman Catholic layman named Gatesby resolved to blow up the King, also Lords 
and Commons with gun-powder, when Parliament met. Included in this secret with others was Guide 
Fawkes, commonly known as Guy Fawkes. The men then hired a cellar which ran under Parliament 
House, and placed in it a quantity of gun-powder. Guy Fawkes on the morning of Nov. 5th was to 
light the fire. However someone in the plot betrayed it to Parliament. Guy Fawkes was seized and 
executed. I should like to mention here that there is no relationship between Guys and Faulks of the 
Valley. So children when you light your fires remember Guy Fawkes. 
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PIN CUSHION 
When you’re making for a sale of work, a pin cushion or two,  
but what to fill them with you say, you haven’t got a clue. 
 
Why, coffee grounds, but slowly dried, then pack them tightly in, 
They make a splendid stuffing, that will never rust a pin. 
 
 
TIRED 
After you have travelled a long way for the weekend to a friends, you are very tired. You think will I 
ask to be excused?  The correct thing is for the hostess to make the suggestion. Because you are 
the guest you must not presume the party at an end. 
 
 
HINTS! 
Try this tip for training young children to put on their shoes on the right feet. Paint a red dot inside 
the right shoe. This way the child can tell. 
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December 1949 
 
DECEMBER 7th, 1941 
Eight years ago the United States of America came into the Second World War against Japan. That 
particular day was a bright Sunday morning. The attack was so sudden, that preparations to meet 
the oncoming enemy were hopeless. The Naval Base at Pearl Harbour, Hawaii, was the main 
objective, as it was here that the U.S.A. had most of her battleships, cruisers, destroyers and 
submarines. Most of these were sunk, but later refloated. 
 
 
REORGANISATION OF COMMITTEE WOMEN’S SECTION R.S.A. 
Owing to the increase of the work in the above mentioned, the tasks undertaken by J. M. Guy 
proved to be too much. Mrs W. Smith was elected to cover the position of Secretary. We wish to 
thank Mrs J. M. Guy for all her good work in the past, and we are very pleased to announce that she 
will remain on the Committee as Treasurer and Editress of this paper. 
 
 
ACCIDENT 
We are sorry to hear of the accident in Poole Cres on Monday, November 14th, which resulted in the 
death of Lassie, the whippet dog, owned by Tommy Calnan. 
 
 
HINT 
When cutting a dress pattern, try placing tumblers on corners, this tip is most efficient when pins are 
short. 
 
 
VOICE 
A pleasant voice is a great credit to one. Have you ever spoken to someone on the telephone, and 
thought afterwards what a lovely voice?  Here are a few hints that may help those whose voices are 
not what they should be. Pitch is the most important, followed by clearness, then tones. A high 
pitched voice can be improved by lowering the tone. Not too soft, as a soft voice is maddening, 
which brings us to clearness. If your voice is not clear perhaps your speech is too fast, this can be 
overcome with practice. Read aloud to yourself. Most New Zealanders are inclined to speak too fast. 
English people have a good variety of tones compared with that of Americans, whose tone is 
somewhat flat. Take a little time and trouble to cultivate your voice and it will become a natural, 
priceless asset. 
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RIDDLE WINNER 
Q. If all of the vegetables had a race, which do you think would win? 
A. The Scarlet Runner. 
Sent in by David Greenfield, Homedale Road, Wainui-o-Mata. 
 
Now children there will be no paper in January so you will have plenty of time to look through this 
paper and find the mis-spelt word. The first entry opened will receive a Postal Note worth 2s 6d. So 
when Mum and Dad have finished reading it, you have a look through, and send your entry to “Miss-
Spelt,” P.O. Box 5, Wainui-o-Mata. 
 
 
WAINUI ORGANISATIONS 
To all Secretaries of Organisations of the Valley, you are cordially invited to forward all reports of 
your Social functions, etc., for publication in this paper. We will endeavour to have them printed as 
early as possible. Write: Editress, P.O. Box 5, Wainui-o-Mata. 
 
 
LADIES S.O.S. 
The Women’s Section R.S.A. Any new members, eh? 
Our old committee plods and tries, 
But still it can’t enlarge it’s size, 
What we need are members new, 
Right now we are much too few, 
So if your man has done his stuff 
Come along and be one of us. 
Mrs W. Smith. 
 
 
ROADS AND FOOTPATHS 
While the Valley is taking shape, as regards the development, we know it is a long task and we 
appreciate what is being done, but would it not be more beneficial to the ratepayers to have the job 
completed instead of half-way measures. 
 
 
OH! MY ARM 
While speaking with an overseas serviceman, I enquired as to how he had hurt his arm, as it was in 
plaster. He replied by saying, that while riding in one of our Wellington trams he noticed one of his 
friends on the road. He then put his arm out to wave to him, but was very surprised when a tram 
coming in the opposite direction, nearly took his arm with it. 
 
 
FAREWELL 
Mr and Mrs Laurie Francis, Hine Road, gave a farewell party to their son and daughter-in-law on 
November 14th. Mr and Mrs I. W. Francis have resided in the Valley for two and a half years. Mr 
Francis is well known as a cricket enthusiast. Mrs Francis was, for a short period, Chairwoman of the 
Women’s R.S.A.  Many friends and relatives were present at the party, and all had a most enjoyable 
evening. Mr Francis takes over his position on Cuvier Island Lighthouse on the 22nd November, 
1949. Later we hope to have some correspondence from them telling of their experiences. 
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CANCELLATION 
The Women’s Committee of the R.S.A. would like to inform those interested in the Garden Show 
Competition, that it will be cancelled this year, owing to lack of entries. It is hoped that next year 
more interest will be taken and a Garden Competition can get underway. 
 
GUY FAWKES 
An apology has been received from the R.S.A. Club Committee for the failure to hold a Guy Fawkes 
bonfire this year. The matter was overlooked owing to the reorganization of the Club Committee, but 
an assurance has been given that the R.S.A. will arrange a first-class show for next year. 
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February 1950 
 
WAINUI-O-MATA  
Forward. We have arranged to publish the story of the development of Wainui-o-mata and the 
events that led up to the present set-up. The story is unique and will no doubt interest all residents, 
particularly returned soldiers, who have been fortunate enough to take advantage of the conditions 
and secure for themselves a home. 
 
In 1929 a number of Wellington businessmen formed and registered a company of £12,000 with the 
object of securing options over 4,000 acres of land at Wainui-o-mata. The purchase price of this 
land, with expenses, was about £100,000. 
 
To finance the purchase, to provide the tunnel, subdivide the land, provide roads, etc., the company 
sold bonds of £100, £200 and £300 each. 
 
The first subdivision was 3,600 sections divided into (a) residential sections, (b) special sections, 
and (c) shop sites. The first land set aside for bond issue was from Fitzherbert Road to the proposed 
tunnel. Bond-holders with (a) bonds were entitled to a residential section, with a (b) bond to a special 
section, and (c) bonds to a shop site. 
 
The company intended selling £360,000 worth of bonds; the sales stopped at about £160,000 for 
various reasons. The principal reason was that the selling campaign was long drawn out and the 
bond-holders were becoming very restless. As there were about 1,500 of them, the effect was very 
noticeable. The second obstacle was the earthquake at Hawke’s Bay, the losses sustained by the 
residents of that area affecting about 300 bond-holders, whose payments had to be suspended for 
quite a long time. 
 
The slump put the final stop to all progress. 
 
In 1940 the bond-holders formed themselves into an association and took over the proposition. Our 
next instalment will therefore start from 1940. 
 
 
R.S.A. WOMEN’S SECTION 
On several occasions I and other members of our Section have been asked “What does our Section 
do?  I find also that some women are under the impression that to become a member, she must be a 
returned service woman. That is not so, if you are related to a serviceman or woman then you are 
eligible to join our Section. Our object is to assist returned personnel, not directly, but through the 
Men’s Committee. As this Section was convened by Mrs J. M. Guy twelve months ago, we are 
comparatively new, and our funds are limited. In the past few months, the women have helped the 
men with Rose Day, Poppy Day Dances, the children’s Christmas Party, and small donations. We 
have had our own Club Nights for women of the Section and their friends. These were most 
enjoyable and there will be more in the near future, so you can see we are busy and happy in our 
work. This paper is not without a purpose, although for the time and work that goes into it, there is 
very little profit, but it is another way of helping the men. So ladies there you are. Would you like to 
become a member of the Wainui-o-mata Women’s R.S.A. 
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CLUB NIGHT 
The social committee of the R.S.A. put on an exciting evening last December. Twelve members from 
the Tennis Club were invited to a friendly contest of Table Tennis against 12 members of the R.S.A. 
The Tennis Club, however, took most of the honours for the games played. Mr Lowry spoke on 
behalf of the Tennis Team, he said they had had a grand time and thanked the R.S.A. for a most 
enjoyable evening. 
 
 
HINT 
Stockings last much longer if you rinse them through methylated spirits before they are worn. Hang 
them to dry in a shady place. 
 
 
OUR COMMITTEE 
There’s Mrs Simpson with her mending, Tells us stories never-ending, 
She tells us how and tells us why, And suggests many a new thing to try. 
 
And Mrs Duff has proved she’s tough, And lends a hand when going’s rough, 
Always puts in a suggestion, And can answer any question. 
 
Now Mrs Guy, oh me! Oh my! At anything she’ll have a try; 
She’s the one who has the cash, And very often does get rash. 
 
Then Mrs Greenfield in the Chair, Has, at times, to tear her hair; 
She tries to keep us all from straying, And often finds her temper fraying. 
 
Our Mrs Black is never slack, When we are planning for attack; 
Raffle tickets we sell galore, And she helps to raise a score. 
 
Mrs Francis is a one, And always joins in all our fun; 
She, too, sells tickets with much vigour, And helps to make our funds grow bigger 
 
Mrs Calnan joins us, too, But her visits have been few; 
And when again she does appear, She will be welcome, never fear. 
 
Mrs Smith, our Secretary, sober, Is always pleased when meetings are over; 
She shuts the books with a bang, And hopes to hear the “supper clang.” 
 
Supper ends our every night, And it is our chief delight. 
Now you know us one and all – Please won’t you answer to our call? 
 
We need new members ‘cause we are tired, And really need to be inspired 
So won’t you help us all you can – We need your help to help your man. 
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MISS-SPELT WORD 
David Greenfield is judged as the winner of this competition. Unfortunately the Printers made two 
errors, and this made the competition difficult. The original word was “finished” the other two being 
“Homedale and Greenfield.” The only other entry to forward three names was unfortunate in making 
spelling errors. David’s was set out like this: 
 
Holmdale   Homedale 
Finished   Finished 
Greenfiild   Greenfield 
 
So David will have had his prize money by now. Keep trying children we have some more 
competitions for you. 
 
 
NAME WANTED – NAME WANTED – NAME WANTED COMPETITION 
Here you are children, name this paper and win 2s 6d. As the name of Homedale is not now being 
used we must find a new name for the paper. So put your thinking caps on and suggest a name. 
Write your entry to P.O. Box 5, Wainui-o-mata. Dad and Mum can try too if they wish. You can put 
Wainui or Wainui-o-mata in your name, but it is NOT necessary. 
 
 
WAR MEMORIAL 
New Plymouth has given lead in an original idea as regards their War Memorial – quote from the 
“Southern Cross” 
 
“New Plymouth has decided on a practical form of War Memorial. A hall which may be used for any 
cultural purpose and not in any sense to function as a town hall provides a bright note for those 
interested in community drama. A committee has been formed in New Plymouth to investigate site 
possibilities, prepare plans and launch a campaign to support the hall.” 
 
 
EGGS FOR SALE 
By Returned Servicemen. I have a question I should like to ask other diggers who have had the 
same experience as I. There was only the driver and myself in the car, out on reconnaissance duty, 
we had travelled the Western Desert all day. At sunset we decided to bed down for the night. From 
the position we were in we could see only desert for miles around us. There was no sign of trucks, 
camels or people anywhere. No sooner had the car stopped, than an Arab appeared with some 
fresh eggs for sale. Now my question is, “Where and how does the Arab appear in the middle of the 
desert with fresh eggs?” I might add that this has happened on more than one occasion. 
H. J. C. Guy. 
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LEFT – RIGHT – LEFT 
A meeting was held in Mr Mills residence with the object of forming a Wainui-o-mata Marching 
Team. The young girls of the valley responded eagerly to this call. With the exception of one, the 
girls are all new to this intriguing sport. A secretary, chairwoman and committee were appointed at 
the meeting. Namely: Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs S. Joplin, chairwoman Miss R. Bree, committee: 
P. Morris, B. Wood and E. Prouse. The Team Manager is Mr S. Morris, and the all important man or 
woman to any team is the coach, Mr S. Mills. It is possible that Mr Mills daughter June will be the 
team mascot. Wainui Grenadiers was the name chosen for the Marching Team. Mr Mills said “No 
competition work will be done for some time yet, but when the girls do come out, I am sure they will 
live up to their name. It is also hoped that the residents in the Valley will give their full support to their 
Marching Team. The Team order to date: 
 
Wainui Grenadiers 
Colours, Red and White; Coach, S. Mills; Manager, S. Morris; Leader, R. Bree; Deputy Leader, J. 
Morris; Marker, S. Joplin. Ranks, J. Guy, S. Burdan, P. Morris, D. Morris, E. Prouse, B. Wood, V. 
Neilson, D. Arnold, F. Ashforth. 
 
 
PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION 
Annual General Meeting. Although this meeting took place last December, readers may be 
interested in the activities of this body. Mr Eddy the president opened the meeting and Mr Hair, the 
secretary and Treasurer proceeded to read the minutes and the balance sheet. 
 
Mr Hair gave a summary of the progress taken over the past twelve months. That is – Bus Service, 
Street Lights, Road Improvements, Telephone Call Box which will be installed in the near future, 
Street Names, the Election of Two Officers onto the Domain Board, House numbers (this matter to 
be taken by the Postmaster). Mr Hair expressed his thanks to the Committee that worked with him. 
 
Mr J. Dunn, superintendent of the Fire Brigade spoke on behalf of the Brigade and presented their 
balance sheet. Mr Dunn said, “The chaps weigh in on every ounce of strength and ability and do the 
job exceedingly well. We are a happy team.” 
 
Election of Officers. Mr Eddy declined nomination as president. Mr McKerrell will now fill that 
position. Mr Dunn, vice president. Mr Ashforth will take over the duty of secretary and treasurer from 
Mr Hair, who has held this office for nearly six years. He said “Six years is a long time, and it is a 
position that should go round.” I am sure anyone having some knowledge of this association, will 
appreciate all that has been done by Mr Hair, Mr Eddy and the past committees. Nine members 
were elected onto the committee. 
 
A vote of thanks was carried for Mrs J. Dunn who has been the librarian for some time past. The 
meeting then went onto general discussion, which was very lively and most interesting. The question 
was raised as to how Wainui-o-mata became known as Homedale, the general feeling is that the 
name of Homedale should be abolished till such time as Wainui-o-mata becomes a district. 
 
 
RAFFLE 
The Dinner Wagon raffled by the W.S.R.S.A. was won by Mr J. Jamieson. Ticket No.55. 

 


