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It was just short of 60 years since the first meeting was held on the 1st of May 1953 with regard to
establishing a Masonic Lodge in Wainuiomata. Of the eleven men attending ten were former
members of Lodges from around the North and South Islands and one from Glasgow, Scotland. Five

were elected to form a foundation committee.

Chairman Hugh Arthur Stanley (1919-2003) *
Acting Secretary John Peter Whyte (1927-1999) *

Architect
Accountant

Committee Albert Keith Dryden (1924-1988) * Marine Engineer
Committee Thomas Hancock (1910-1970) Electrician
Committee Arthur Robert Wiffin (1900-1983) * Railway Officer

Attended meeting
Alfred Ivan Bushell (1916-1998) *
Hector Raymond Gordon (1910-1996)
Hector McKenzie (from Glasgow)
Gordon Lorraine Pope (1918-1997) *
William David Shephard (1901-1974)
Peter Charles Lee (1925-2010) *

Accountant

Mechanic

Most had resided in Wainuiomata since at least 1949, marked
with an asterisk, and only Hector Raymond Gordon was
unmarried. At the first general committee meeting, held on 11
June 1953, it was decided that the name “Lodge Wainuiomata”
be adopted and that Jellicoe Lodge 259 be asked to sponsor
the new lodge. In July Albert Keith Dryden resigned and
moved to Petone. Peter Charles Lee was elected to the
committee in October and Alfred Ivan Bushell was elected
Assistant Secretary in November.

Lodge Wainuiomata 379 was formerly constituted and
dedicated on 20 March 1954 in the Ulster Temple at Petone in
the presence of approximately 300 brethren. R. W. Bro
Mazengarb said “Will the Brethren be content to meet in a
hired hall, or will they soon commence the erection of a
building of their own, complete with furnishings and emblems
fashioned by their own craftsmen or given by Brethren who
know how to give good gifts to a child of their creation?”

This was taken as a challenge and 21 months later the
Masonic Hall was opened on 20 December 1955.

Shop assistant
Template maker
Dental technician
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LODGE WAINUIOMATA No. 379

Founded 20-3-1954
— In Strength —
Building Commenced 28-8-1954
— To Establish —
Building Completed 20-12-1955
Stability

Brethren:—Pride of Achievement in your

Reward for Labour

George Raymond Ashforth, the first initiate of Lodge Wainuiomata, unveiled a plaque that was
affixed to a wall. (Shown to the right) He had resided in Gibbs Crescent with his wife Florence since

1946.
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On 17 April 1956 in an event that was “almost certainly unique in the history of Freemasonry in New
Zealand” the Grand Lodge officers presented Lodge Wainuiomata with “the Chair of King Solomon.”
“A Lodge which erects such a beautiful temple within 21 months of its Constitution and Dedication
and which despite the absence of existing finance, erects a building worthy of the Craft by the labour
of its own members, deserves such a gesture.”

On the occasion of the first Ladies’ Festival, held on 14 December 1957, “the brethren presented to
the Lodge a Roll of Masters in memory of the wife of Bro. A. R. Wiffin, who had passed away two
months previously.” The brethren also thanked their wives for providing refreshments “so that none
of the Lodge funds have been expended on catering.” Some who assisted were Mary Moir Stanley
(nee Reid); Elsie Margaret Whyte (nee Johnson), Doris Christina Hancock, Nellie Wiffin (nee
Marshall), Anne Anderson Bushell (nee Mitchell), Susan McKenzie (nee McMillan), Dorothy Pope
(nee Parker), Eugenia Adeline Shephard (nee Waller), Gwendoline Lee (nee Bellamy) and Florence
Ashforth (nee Barber).

Over the next few years hundreds of pounds were raised for the Widows’, Orphans’ and Aged
Persons’ fund. In 1960 a Vigilance Committee was set up by the Lodge to look into all cases of
distress occurring not only among members but also in Wainuiomata. It was later noted, when the
Lodge celebrated 25 years in 1979, “that no worthy cause for financial assistance has ever been
turned down.”

Of the men who attended the first meeting on 01 May 1953: Arthur Robin Wiffin was installed as the
2nd Master of the Lodge in 1955; Alfred Ivan Bushell, 5th Master 1958; John Peter Whyte, 6th
Master in 1959; Thomas Hancock 8th Master in 1961 and Hector McKenzie, 9th Master in 1962.
Hugh Arthur Stanley, a Lodge Trustee and Master in 1978, was also the architect of both the original
Masonic Hall and the later extensions. Hector Raymond Gordon served as organist for several
years. William David Shephard visited the Museum in Freeman’s Hall, London and gave them his
Foundation Jewel. He and his wife Eugenia were both born in Poplar, Middlesex. Peter Charles Lee
was the Lodge Treasurer 1954-1955 and in 1979 was the Jubilee Auditor. Albert Keith Dryden’s
brother, Jack Leonard Dryden, moved to 14 Hair Street about 1957 and became Master of the
Lodge in 1971. Gordon Lorraine Pope and his wife Dorothy remained in Wainuiomata until they
retired to Double Bay in Kenepuru Sound in the early 1980s.

In April 2001 the Herbert Teagle Lodge newsletter (Brooklyn, Wellington) advertised “items for free
disposal” from Lodge Wainuiomata including the Master’s Chair, Bible and Honours Board of Lodge
Orongorongo 440 (established 1972), Tracing Boards, furniture, cushions, tools, signs and emblems.

“It is not a large membership or a beautiful Temple that the true greatness of a Lodge is shown, but
in the character and lives of all its members.”

Sources in Museum Folder 53:

Lodge Wainuiomata No.379 “The Early Years” (1959) by E. A. Sargent, Provincial Grand Master
Lodge Wainuiomata No.379 “The First Twenty Five Years” 1954-1979 by V.W. Bro. T. R. M.
Wallace, P.G.D.C.
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Google Streetview MNov 2009
The Masonic Hall at 2 Fitzherbert Road, Wainuiomata
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