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Historic Lower Dam Opening

Museum Newsletter April 2013

The Greater Wellington Regional Council opened this area to the public on 16 March 2013. On 17
May 1878 William Clark, C.E., and James Daniel Baird, Wellington City Council Engineer, made
their first visit to Wainuiomata Stream. It had been recommended as a very suitable source of
extended water supply for the city and the decision to proceed was made by the Waterworks
Committee on 29 April 1879. In October 1880 Tom Wood won the tender for clearing the site for the
reservoir. After three floods and a dam burst, water at last flowed to Wellington on 10 May 1884.
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