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‘Mata’ Cheese Factory

Museum Newsletter July 1984

Members will have been sad to note the departure of yet another old building with its place in
Wainuiomata history when the ‘Mata’ Cheese factory was gutted in the early hours of Sunday 17
June. Although the cheese factory had long since ceased to operate as such, various industries
have utilized the building since, and one of those occupying it at the time of the fire was the cane
and wicker business of Mr ‘Snow’ Sundgren. Despite the loss of what would appear to be the last
wicker pram maker in New Zealand, we have been very fortunate in being donated a couple of
models salvaged from the flames. While many of us will well remember these prams from our youth
(or the youth of our children), to our children’s children they will be something to marvel over, and we
are fortunate that the Society was remembered when it came to distributing these momentoes of a
recent bygone era.
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THE RECEXNTLY ERECTED WAINUI-O-MATA CHEESE FACTORY

Photo forwarded by Mr E. J. Jookins

An image was sent to us recently of the opening of the Mata cheese factory in Wainuio-mata in 1919
- it was very exciting to have a record of such an historic occasion. More researched articles will be
printed at a later date (hopefully), so watch for a sequel sometime next year - but in the meantime
the following article found in PapersPast makes very interesting reading.............

“On Saturday, the cheese factory of Wainui-omata was officially opened by Mr. T.M Wilford,

MP, in the presence of a large number of settlers and friends. The erection of the factory marks a
distinct march forward, and the Valley gives promise of now taking an important part in the cheese
industry. The factory is erected in a central position, and is a commodious building, fitted up with the
very latest machinery, and is compact in every department. At present the plant is capable of turning
out five cheeses a day, which can be doubled as soon as the milk supply is increased.

Mr. Wilford, in his opening remarks, congratulated the settlers on their enterprise, and sincerely
hoped the factory would be a great success. Mr. Dickie, chairman of directors, and Mr. Singleton,
dairy inspector, also spoke, and expressed themselves well pleased with the prospects ahead.

Mr. Cook, director, thanked Mr. Wilford, Mr. Dickie, and Mr. Singleton for their good wishes. Mr.
Wilford then, amidst cheers, declared the factory open. The machinery was set in motion, and the
settlers watched the process of cheese making. The Wainui-o-mata settlers are at present milking
260 cows, but next season they hope to be able to nearly double the number. Afternoon tea was
then served round, and Mrs. Wilford was presented with a beautiful bouquet by little Miss Wood.

After a few snap-shots had been taken, cheers were given for Mr. Wilford and Mr. Dickie, and the
gathering dispersed, the settlers being enthusiastic and ready to do their utmost to make their
factory a great success.”

(ltem from Paperspast - Evening Post 25 November 1919)
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