WAINUIOMATA HISTORICAL SOCTETY .

November 1977,

TO ALL MEMBERS:

The September meeting saw a good turnout of members to hear
Mr Traue Chief Librarian of Alexander Turnbull Library - a full
report of this has already appeared in the Valley News, However I
thought you might like to see part of the letters regarding the name
of the Catchpool Stream which Mr Traue brought with him, There is
one point in regard to material from Turnbull Library - it cannot be
reproduced elsewhere without the express permission of the Library
a8 In some cases these items are covered by copyright or by the
expressed wishes of donors to the Library of such material,

The 'Catchpool Letter' was from Mr E.G. Pilcher dated 9th Februsry
1928 snd addressed to the Surveyor General.

"Dear Sir,

I desire to draw your attention to the mis-spelling of a
name on the official maps of the Wainuiomata district, wiz Catchpole
stream, so spelt is erroneous, the name should be Catchpool, having
been named efter my relative, Mr Edward Catchpool, who arrived by
the "Oriental" in 1840, as one of the original settlers of the New
Zealand COMPany esececeesee Selected land in this locality and the
property was afterwards disposed of to the Grace family esescsccccs

The reply dated 12th March 1928 from the Dept of Lands and Survey:
"Dear 8ir,
Catchpool Stream

In answer to your letter of the 9th ultimo, requesting to
have the name of the Catchpool Stream, Wainui-o-mata District,
corrected on the Survey Maps, I have to advise you that at the annual
meeting of the Geographic Board held on the 9th instent, it was
resolved to make the correction as desired. ceccoccocoocs

Government departments seemed to have acted with more dispatch
at that time than they do today - also I see that I have typed
Wainuiomata automatically without the hyphens that Mr Pilcher used
and which was the standard spelling until about 1960,

As promised we are having a field expedition in November,
Mr Earle Riddiford has kindly consented to show us around the home-
stead on the afternoon of Sunday November 15th. We would like members
to assemble on the western side of the Orongorongo Bridge by 1.45 pei,
at the latest. We must also ask that this visit be restricted to



members only (that's what those cards are for), Will those who have
a spare seat in their car and those who need a seat please contact
Mrs Joan Yates as soon as possible - phone day 7867; night 8679, We
also hope to inspect the beaches in this area which are of great
geological interest - Mr Slingsby will be our cguide here,

Notes for this visit:

Daniel Riddiford came to Wellington as the N.,Z., Company's
emigration agent in 1840 and about 1846 occupied Orongorongo station,
It was and still is very rough and mountainous country only useful
for sheep farming - the only land cultivated is the homestead garden,
Daniel Riddifor lived here until the disastrous 1855 earthguake which
lifted the whole ecoast about five feet and wrecked the homestead. They
1left with their twelve children by Maori canoce out into Cook strait
through the Heads to their new home 'Woburn' in Lower Hutt.

Until this earthquake Palliser Bay was the main route to the
Wairarapa from Wellington. But kX the earthquake brought down vast
quantities of debri as scree and shingle fans which made passage more
difficult. With the development of the more inland route this route
was finally abandoned although my grandfather wrote in his diary of
how he went this way to take up employment on a farm in the Wairarapa
in the earl 1870's,

After Daniel Riddiford‘'s death in 1875 the property was taken
over by his eldest son Edward later known as 'King Riddiford' until
his death in 1911 when the family member we are more familiar with -
Eric Riddiford - took over making this the longest family association
of any NWew Zealand station. This association was lost on his death
but after a break the family name came back when the present owner
Mr Earle Riddiford took over,

The beaches and the station area itself are of geological interest
as earth movements have raised the coastline many hundreds of feet
leaving tracea of former beaches which can still be seen clearly.

The northern coast of Coor “trait all the way from Terawhaiti to
Palliser is a 'shoreline of emergence' with well defined marine
terraces which were the ancient beaches and still visible at Baring
Yead snd near the mouth of the Orongoronge Rivel, [ven above the
homestead these marine terraces can be seen although now well grasced,

We will be holding our usual evening meeting on November Z&nd,
gt which we hope the pictures taken on this trip will be on display,



