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Northbrook 
 
 
Evening Post 3 Jan 1870 To Builders 
Tenders for the erection of a Dwelling House, Coach-House, and Stables at Wainuiomata, for 
Captain Mowlem, will be received at my office, where plans and specifications may be seen until 
noon of Tuesday ..th January. The lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted. C. Tringham, 
Architect. 
 
Wellington Independent 13 Aug 1870 Birth 
On August 8, at Northbrook, Wainui-omata, the wife of Captain John Mowlem, of a son. 
 
New Zealand Times 01 Jun 1875 Birth 
On the 27

th
 May, at Northbrook, Wainuiomata, the wife of Captain Mowlem, of a son. 

 
Evening Post 18 Aug 1877 
Wanted a good Farm Servant; one who can milk and attend to garden. Apply Northbrook, Wainui-o-
mata. 
 
Evening Post 31 Dec 1880 Birth 
On 29th December, at Northbrook, Wainui-o-mata, the wife of D. Sinclair, of twin sons; all well. 
Shadrach and Meschach; where is Abednego? 
 
New Zealand Times 02 Sep 1890 Public Notice 
It is my intention from this date to lay Poison on Sections 2, 26, 34, 74, 29, 35, 67, 69, 85. John 
Wakeham, Northbrook, Wainui-o-mata. 
 
Evening Post 16 Nov 1894 Death 
At Northbrook, Wainuiomata, Edwin Richard Leigh (Eddie), only son of John and Mary Ann 
Wakeham; aged 17 years and 10 months. 
 

 
Northbrook and Wood family, Wainuiomata 
Alexander Turnbull Library Reference – 1/2-060611-F 
PAColl-5826. Burdan, C. D. : Photographs chiefly of Wainuiomata 
Note on back reads “Built in 1867 by Molem” (John Mowlem) 
Photographed between 1904 and 1905.  
From left to right: Florence Wood, Clara on Mary Wood’s hip; and 
twins Connie & Mabel on either side of father, James Wood. 
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New Zealand Times 29 Dec 1910 Social and Personal Notes 
The Wesley Chapel at Wainui-o-mata was beautifully decorated with ferns, lycopodium and white 
flowers yesterday afternoon, the occasion being the marriage of Mr William Raymond Jenkins, of 
Petone, and Miss Florence Mary Wood, daughter of Mr John Wood, of Northbrook, Wainui-o-mata. 
The ceremony was performed by the Rev Mr Rothwell, of Petone. The bride, who was given away 
by her father, wore soft white charmeuse trimmed with lace, tulle veil arranged over a coronal of 
orange blossoms. She carried a shower bouquet of choice white flowers. The bridesmaids were her 
two sisters, who wore cream ninon with touches of pink, also white lilac wreaths and veils. Miss 
Jenkins (sister of the bridegroom) wore a white silk gown with touches of pale blue, a blue wreath 
and white veil. The bridesmaids carried shower bouquets of pink and blue flowers.  
 
After the ceremony a reception was held at the residence of the bride’s parents. Mrs Wood (mother 
of the bride) wore a striped green eoilenne green hat trimmed with pale pink roses, and carried a 
shower bouquet; Mrs Burden, black gown with cream yoke, black hat with plumes; Mrs Burrows, 
senr., black silk, black bonnet trimmed with lilac; Mrs J. Burrows, grey ninon, cream hat trimmed with 
pink roses. The bride’s younger sisters wore pretty white muslin dresses, with picture hats. Others 
present were Mrs Rothwell, Mrs Dick, Miss Rothwell, Mrs Drummond, Mrs E. Wood, Mrs Lee. Last 
night Mr and Mrs Wood entertained a number of guests at an enjoyable dance. 
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New Zealand Times 29 Feb 1912 Social and Personal 
At the Wesleyan Church, Wainui-o-mata, yesterday afternoon Miss Elsie Woods, daughter of Mr J. 
T. Woods, “Northbrook,” Wainui, was married to Mr Henry Whitcher, of Wainui. The Rev Mr Olds 
officiated. 
 
Evening Post 11 Nov 1922 Marriage 
On the 4

th
 November, at the Wainui-o-mata Church, by the Rev C. Blair, Ada Ann, eldest daughter of 

Mr and Mrs H. Drummond, of the Waterworks, to John Oddy, youngest son of Mr and Mrs J. J. 
Wood, “Northbrook,” Wainui-o-mata. 
 
Evening Post 10 March 1931 Party at Wainuiomata 
A most successful garden party was held recently by the members of the Wainuiomata Women’s 
Institute at “Northbrook,” the residence of Mr J. J. Wood. The garden and grounds are very fine, and 
the afternoon proved a most enjoyable one to a large number of visitors from town, the Lower Hutt, 
and district. Mrs Eric Riddiford (who was accompanied by her little daughter) opened the 
proceedings, and the stallholders and managers of competitions were soon having a very busy time. 
The prizes for the competitions were very handsome, and the stalls for produce, needlework, fancy 
goods, etc., were all well stocked. Those in charge included Mrs L. Wood (president), Mrs 
Heathcote, Mrs White-Burrows, Mrs Callis, Mrs Jenkins, Mrs Fisher, Mrs W. Burdan, Mrs Ryan, Mr 
Fraser, and Miss Drummond, Miss E. B. Burdan, Mrs J. D. Wood, Miss Thompson, Miss Molly 
White, and many energetic assistants. 
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Museum Newsletter September 1982 
Many Members will have been sorry to note that one of the last historic edifaces in the Valley has 
now passed on. “Northbrook”, on Mr Ian Whitcher’s property, had deteriorated to such an extent that, 
after 113 years, Mr Whitcher felt it best to demolish the home before it’s attractions proved fatal to 
one of the many trespassers who plagued the property. Despite rumours to the contrary, the old 
residence had decayed to a point beyond viable restoration in the forties, and one only needed a 
quick trip through the ground floor to appreciate the merits of treated timbers and bora proofing in 
our more modern homes. Yet, despite its age, “Northbrook” defied initial attempts at dismantling and 
proved a worthy task for the handful of men who felt they could have her down in a 3-day weekend – 
it was nearly 5 weeks before the site was cleared of its last brick, and the topsoil ready to spread. 
What modern home would present such a challenge?! A sad loss and a memory of another way of 
life which, despite numerous photos and paintings, cannot now be recalled. Those of us who knew 
her, or knew of her, will recognize the close of an era, and a grand one at that. 
 


