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Orongorongo Station

From the Museum Newsletter November 1977

Daniel Riddiford came to Wellington as the New Zealand Company's emigration agent in 1840 and
about 1846 occupied Orongorongo Station. It was and still is very rough and mountainous country
only useful for sheep farming - the only land cultivated is the homestead garden. Daniel Riddiford
lived here until the disastrous 1855 earthquake which lifted the whole coast about five feet and
wrecked the homestead. They left with their twelve children by Maori canoe out into Cook strait
through the Heads to their new home 'Woburn' in Lower Hutt.

Until this earthquake Palliser Bay was the main route to the Wairarapa from Wellington. But the
earthquake brought down vast quantities of debris as scree and shingle fans which made passage
more difficult. With the development of the more inland route this route was finally abandoned
although my grandfather wrote in his diary of how he went this way to take up employment on a farm
in the Wairarapa in the early 1970s.

After Daniel Riddiford's death in 1875 the property was taken over by his eldest son Edward later
known as 'King Riddiford' until his death in 1911 when the family member we are more familiar with -
Eric Riddiford - took over making this the longest family association of any New Zealand station. This
association was lost on his death but after a break the family name came back when the present
owner Mr Earle Riddiford took over.

People associated with the Station

1835-1847: Wiremu Kingi Pouawha (Orongorongo Pah)

1847-1848: Riddiford Family — births of Thomasine and Mary respectively

1848-1849: Sutherland Family — death of Mary Sutherland aged 2 years & birth of Robert

1863: D’Arcy family — Thomas Charles & Margaret & children Charles Thomas & William Alexander
1875: David Riddiford

1890: Benjamin Samuel Birch, Archibald McLennan

1893: John William Bailey, John Scott Caverhill (1863-1939), William McCulloch, Henry Burns
Moody (1816-1916), William Watts

1899: George H. Brown, John Cahill, James Cassidy, Samuel Crofts, William Fulton, Donald
McDonald, Charles McLean, Alexander Wright

1902: Eugene Tuperina born Austria 1885, arrived NZ 1902 — to Orongorongo (Museum photos P1427-8)

1905: Gustave Meyer, Thomas George Taylor
1911: John Webb

1913: Donald Cameron (1880-1913), Joseph Smith Wyness (1885-1962)
1919: George Ernest Christian Hansen (1885-1946), Frank Mahony
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Wainuiomata Historical Society Tour 13 November 1977

Museum Photo L3(Hary Todd phto) |

Museum Photo B360
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