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Arthur Saville - Chemist 
 
 
Museum Newsletter July 2015 
 
From an article in the “Valley News” in 1973 
 
In 1948 the population of Wainuiomata was less than a thousand, and medicine little advanced from 
the period of “Dr. Findley’s Casebook.”  
 
The first prescription was dispensed on 23

rd
 September, 1948. At that time there was no Doctor 

resident in Wainuiomata, and the shop was located in an old wooden building around the corner in 
Moores Valley Road. Mr. Arthur Saville was the first owner and is still remembered by many of the 
residents of that time. He apparently often had to call on the sick and do his best till a Doctor could 
arrive from over the hill. He was often referred to as “Doc” or “Flugo” (after his cough and cold 
remedy). He also loved animals and acted as local “vet”, and a dog, budgie and cat kept him 
company in the dispensary.  
 
Looking back through the original prescriptions book the names of many of the present Wainuiomata 
residents can be found, - but more interesting is the lack of our presently prescribed drugs. Besides 
perhaps A.F. codeines, aspirins, early sulpha-drugs and barbiturates, very little else was available. 
Penicillin was just available but cost and scarcity restricted its use greatly.  
 
At that time “Pharmacy” was more of an art of compounding and Mr. Saville spent most of his time 
preparing ointments, pills and concoctions. Now most of our drugs are prepared in factories and the 
Pharmacists’ role is more to have a good understanding of their uses, side effects, etc.  
 
In mid-1956 Mr. Donald Dunn purchased the Pharmacy and by then a Doctor was resident in the 
Valley. However, being the only Pharmacy he was obliged to open every evening and every 
weekend for urgent requirements. Mr. Dunn also had to work these long hours for four years without 
a holiday. 
 
In February, 1957 he shifted the Pharmacy to premises on the Main Road, and in October of the 
same year opened Wainuiomata Pharmacy in Dover Road. (This later shifted to Queen Street and 
then to the Mall). He sold Wainuiomata Pharmacy in 1967 and the Village shop in 1968. 
 
Doctors and pharmacists in those early days did a lot with the few drugs available, but it must be a 
lot more satisfying today with the more effective “weapons” available. 
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