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Wainuiomata Town and Extensions 
 
 
In 1932 plans of the Town of Wainuiomata and Extensions 1 to 9 were submitted for approval to the 
Minister of Lands. The general development scheme received provisional approval but was not 
proceeded with.

1
 

 
Wainuiomata Town – Scheme Plan D742 

On 30 July 1940 C. Drake Truebridge, a registered surveyor, advised the Chief Surveyor, Wellington 
that he was instructed by the Wainuiomata Development Limited to submit for approval a proposed 
sub-divisional scheme. The property was situated at the Junction of the Wainuiomata Valley Road 
and Moore’s Valley Road. Topographically the land is roughly in two levels or terraces. Lots 1 to 23 
take up most of the upper terrace and the remaining lots are mainly on the lower terrace.

2
 

 
The plan, showing a subdivision of a further portion of the Company’s holdings was submitted by the 
Chief Surveyor to the Surveyor-General on 03 September 1940 prior to recommending its approval. 
The question of future policy in connection with the whole development scheme, should it be carried 
out piecemeal, needed to be considered.3 

 
The Plan of the Town of Wainuiomata was approved under the provisions of Section 16 of the Land 
Act 1924

4
 on 07 September 1940.

5
 

 
Wainuiomata Extension No.1 – Scheme Plan D745 

In October 1940 H. E. Burden instructed Truebridge to submit for approval a proposed subdivision of 
his land in Wainuiomata Road. The property, which is quite flat, had recently been purchased.6 The 
land was part of Sections 2 and 3 of the Lowry Bay District and included Closed Road. It was 
bounded on three sides by land owned by Wainuiomata Development Limited, and the rounding off 
of Lot 1 is to make provision for that Company’s general scheme of subdivision which has been in 
abeyance for a number of years.

7
 The plan was approved on 16 October 1940.

8
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Wainuiomata Extension No.2 – Scheme Plan D764 
Truebridge submitted a proposal on behalf of Wainuiomata Development Limited to the Chief 
Surveyor, Wellington on 18 June 1941. This scheme had been the subject of lengthy negotiations 
between the owners and the Hutt County Council which refused its consent on grounds which the 
Company considered outside the Council’s jurisdiction. To meet the deadlock the Company was 
forced to forward the matter to the Minister of Lands, who was recommended to approve by the 
Surveyor-General. Subsequently, however, the Hutt County Council approved and sealed the plan 
and so the whole matter can now proceed in a normal way.9 The plan was approved 26 June 1941.10 
 
Wainuiomata Extension No.3 – Scheme Plan D794 
Truebridge submitted a proposal on behalf of Wainuiomata Development Limited to the Chief 
Surveyor, Wellington July 1941. It was originally intended to include some 90 lots to the north of 
Black Creek. These have been deleted from the plan with the result that the numbers of lots now 
commence at 90. The proposed new road on the eastern side includes a portion of the pipe line 
reserve. No definite arrangement has been made with the Council about this land and it is not 
proposed that any such arrangement should be made until the question of the construction of the 
road arises. It seems hardly likely that the Council can object to reasonable access to the land which 
has been severed by the pipe line.11 
 
The plan was returned by the Chief Surveyor along with eight points for further action.

12
 

 
[1] Please show names on all proposed roads 
 
[2] It is considered that the narrow strips of recreation reserve adjoining the Wainui River and Black 
Creek should be widened to approximately one chain excepting where it adjoins Lots 116 to 128 
inclusive. The reserve adjoining these lots will be satisfactory provided that it is widened where it 
adjoins Lots 117, 118 and 119.  
 
[3] What is the purpose of Lot 231? If it is to be included in this plan, please colour boundaries. 
[4] Recreation Reserve adjoining Lots 90 to 94 should have a lot number. 
 
[5] Regarding the proposed new road branching from Moores Valley Road, it is noted that two 
portions (Lots 1 and 2 on DP12490) are owned by Hutt City Council in CT 352/178. I presume that 
some action is being taken by your clients to obtain title to these areas. Your plan will be held in 
abeyance until such action is completed or until the Hutt City Council signs the plan as co-owners. 
Please designate Lots 1 and 2 on DP 12490 on your plan. 
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[6] I have no doubt that suitable arrangements may be made by your clients regarding the small area 
of Pipe Line reserve controlled by Wellington City Council. In the meantime the colour should be 
removed from this area. Although the scheme plan may receive approval, your Land Transfer plan 
will not become “deposited” until the access to Lots 172/230 is continuous. 
 
[7] The question raised by you regarding your numbering of the Lots on this plan has been 
considered and although it is not considered best practice, I am prepared in this instance to accept 
the numbering as shown. 
 
[8] Please show any title references and owners’ names on abutting lots of previous subdivisions. 
 
In consequence Truebridge prepared a new plan to take account of the points raised and in doing so 
took the opportunity to re-number the lots. Also the reserve about the Wainui River was altered in 
accordance to verbal instructions from the Chief Surveyor.

13
 

 
When the plan was submitted to the Surveyor-General for approval on 09 November 1942, the Chief 
Surveyor advised that the Recreation Reserves along riverbanks, though not one chain wide 
throughout, are considered to be quite satisfactory. It was noted that there is a break in the continuity 
of Waikare Road due to the crossing of the Wellington City Council pipe line reserve. Negotiations 
for the proclamation of a portion of the pipe line reserve as road were in process and should not 
interfere with the approval of the scheme. It would also be some time before any dealing could 
proceed with Lots 90 to 144 and authority was required for the laying off of Rowe Parade, Gibbs 
Crescent and Peel Place as they were less than 66 feet wide as provided by Section 17 of the Land 
Act 1924.14  
 
The plan was approved 24 November 1942.

15
 The Chief Surveyor also asked Truebridge to show a 

schedule of areas in the margin of future plans under the headings of: saleable lots, new roads, 
reserves, and total area.

16
 

 
In December 1942 the Minister of Lands authorized the laying off of Rowe Parade, adjoining Lots 1 
to 10 inclusive, Gibbs Crescent, and Peel Place, adjoining Lots 55, 56, and 58 to 69 inclusive, to a 
width of not less than 50 feet. This was subject to the provision that no buildings were to be erected 
less than 33 feet from the middle of the roads.17 
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Further correspondence followed with regard to Lots 11, 12 and part of 13. They were too narrow 
and were not covered by the 10 December Gazette notice. The District Land Registrar therefore 
asked to have the authorization amended and superseded by one that will cover the frontage to 
these lots.

18
 

 
The Surveyor-General advised that the notice issued by the Minister of Lands authorizing the laying-
off of roads is in agreement with the scheme plan on which the notice is based. Consequently any 
amending or superseding notice incorporating Lots 11 and 12 fronting Rowe Parade would be ultra 
vires. The District Land Registrar has accepted the fact of building-line restriction as applicable to all 
lots fronting the narrow portion of Rowe Parade by virtue of the fact of registering a transfer of 
dedication. The Land Transfer Plan (DP12752) has been deposited and accepted as substantially in 
agreement with the town scheme plan. Consequently the building-line must be construed as being 
applicable to Lots 11 and 12.

19
 

 
 

Wainuiomata Extension No.4 – Scheme Plan D820 
Truebridge submitted a proposal on behalf of Mr C. C. Williams to the Chief Surveyor, Wellington on 
03 September 1943.20 Adjoining land is held by Wainuiomata Development Ltd in Wainuiomata 
Extensions 2 and 3.

21
 The plan was approved on 10 September 1943.

22
 

 
Wainuiomata Extension No.5 – Scheme Plan D834 
Truebridge submitted a proposal on behalf of Wainuiomata Development Limited to the Chief 
Surveyor, Wellington in March 1944.

23
 The scheme comprises the re-arrangement of Lots 1, 2 and 3 

of Town of Wainuiomata (Scheme Plan D742) and the subdivision of Lot 10 of Town of Wainuiomata 
Extension No.3 (Scheme Plan D794) into two lots.24 The plan was approved on 21 March 1944.25 
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Wainuiomata Extension No.6 – Scheme Plan D856 
Truebridge submitted a proposal on behalf of Wainuiomata Development Limited to the Chief 
Surveyor, Wellington on 19 December 1944. Most of the sites are on flat grass land, the large sites 
on the southern side having each an area of flat land in the front. Apart from the area around the 
river and lot 51 the recreation reserve area is on hilly land. An arrangement has been made with the 
Education Board to take Lot 107 and possibly other lots to increase the size of the school grounds. 
The southern end of Wainuiomata Road has not been fully surveyed in accordance with the 
formation and its position as shown is therefore approximate only.

26
 

 
The Chief Surveyor replied to advise that arrangements made for the Surveyor-General in company 
with Mr Wise to inspect the scheme on Thursday last were postponed owing to the weather. As the 
Surveyor-General will be absent until the end of January, and to avoid delay to the approval of the 
major portion of the scheme, it is suggested that those lots, including Lot 108 south of Hine Road, be 
deleted from the plan. The Surveyor-General particularly wishes to view this portion of the scheme 
before approving same. It was also understood that the portion of the scheme north of Hine Road is 
the important part from the client’s point of view and is recommended for approval.

27
 

 
In February 1945 the scheme was inspected on the ground and as a result the Recreation Reserve 
(Lot 108) was amended to include more easy ground at the foot of the hills, and two additional 
access strips provided to Hine Road. The Chief Surveyor also drew Truebridge’s attention to the 
necessity for contours in subdivisions of this nature.

28
 The plan was approved on 20 February 

1945.
29

 On 01 March 1945 the Minister of Lands authorized the laying off of Homedale Road and 
Poole Crescent, of Town of Wainuiomata Extension No.6, at a width not less than 50 feet.

30
 

 
Wainuiomata Town Extension No.7 – Scheme Plan D901 

G. P. Rayward, a registered surveyor, submitted a scheme plan of subdivision Lot 62 DP12424 and 
Lot 27 DP12752 being Part Section 1 Wainuiomata on behalf of the owner, Mr R. T. E. Mustard.31 
The scheme comprises a re-subdivision of Lot 27 Wainuiomata Extension No.3 (D794) and Lot 62 of 
Wainuiomata Extension No.2 (D764). The owner wished to dispose of Lot 1 and to retain Lot 2 on 
which he had established his home. He also holds the adjoining Lot 61.

32
 The plan was approved on 

07 February 1946.
33
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Wainuiomata Town Extension No.8 – Scheme Plan D923 

This is a re-subdivision of Lots 16, 17 and 18 Town of Wainuiomata (D742) into two lots. Mr W. F. 
Dunn owns Lots 16 and 17 and wishes to transfer the eastern half of Lot 17 to the owner of Lot 18, 
Mr J. L. Lonergan. The agreement for sale was approved by the Urban Land Sales Committee.

34
 

The plan was approved on 29 July 1946.
35

 
 
Wainuiomata Town Extension No.9  - Scheme Plan D946 

P. G. Callender, of Truebride & Callender, submitted a proposed re-subdivision of Lots 85 and 87 
DP13255 on 16 October 1946. This was a minor alteration to a recent subdivision, involving the 
addition of a 20 foot strip to the rear of Lot 87 from Lot 85 DP13255.36 The plan was approved on 24 
October 1946.

37
 

 
Wainuiomata Town Extension No.10 – Scheme Plan D972 

P. G. Callender submitted a proposed subdivision on behalf of Wainuiomata Development Limited 
on 23 January 1947. The scheme was approved by the Hutt County Council subject to satisfactory 
sewerage disposal facilities being installed for the block when the proposed roads are formed. The 
Company intends to dispose of the storm water off the area by means of an open drain along the 
northern boundary for which purpose the Drainage Reserve is provided. The area is practically flat 
with a slight fall to the river. The lowest part of the block, in the southwest corner, is shown as a 
drainage reserve on which it is proposed to provide sewerage disposal facilities.

38
 

 
The Chief Surveyor responded that it was not desirable for the areas shown as Drainage Reserves 
to become invested in the Crown. These areas will be utilized and administered by the Local Body, 
and it would be more desirable for your client to transfer the areas for a nominal amount to the Local 
Body. When arrangements are made the Reservations can be removed from the plan.39 
 
The Hutt County Council agreed to accept a transfer of Lots 67, 68 and 69 from Wainuiomata 
Development Limited. The lots were to be used for storm water drainage purposes.

40
 

 
No reserves were provided out of this subdivision, their being ample provision on previous 
subdivisions. The Plan was referred to the Hutt County Council prior to 31 December 1946.41 The 
plan was approved 18 March 1947.42 
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People mentioned: 
 
Henry Edward Burden (1871-1946)   Director, Wainuiomata Development Ltd  
James Duncan Clapperton (1894-1980)  Chief Surveyor, Wellington 
Richard Gladstone Dick (1899-1987)   Surveyor General (Apr 1946 to Jun 1962) 
William Francis Dunn (1913-1971)   Driver, Moores Valley Road 
Frank Langstone (1881-1969)     Minister of Lands 
John Leo Lonergan (1916-2005)   Salesman, Karori 
Robert Thomas Evans Mustard (1893-1963)  Carpenter, Homedale, Wainuiomata 
Geoffrey Poynings Rayward (1898-1958)  Surveyor, Main Road, Muritai 
Colin Drake Truebridge (1894-1946)   Surveyor, Nicholson Road, Khandallah 
Harry Edward Walshe (1882-1948)   Surveyor General (Apr 1929 to Mar 1946) 
Claude Clarence Williams (1911-1998)  Storekeeper, Rowe Parade, Wainuiomata 
Frederic Henry Wise (1874-1951)   Director, Wainuiomata Development Ltd 
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