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Wainuiomata War Memorial 
 

 
 

 
 

The hills in the background are from Mt Crowther  
down the ridgeline to the intersection of Hine Road / Coast Road. 
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Evening Post 19 August 1921 War Memorial – Unveiled at Wainui 
At Wainui-o-mata yesterday a memorial stone, inscribed with the names of residents who served in 
the war, was unveiled by Brigadier-General Richardson in the presence of a large gathering. The 
ceremony was arranged by the local branch of the New Zealand Farmers’ Union and was presided 
over by Mr A. L. Hunt (sub-provincial president). 
 
Mr Hunt said that twenty men had left the peaceful Wainui Valley, prompted by a high sense of duty, 
to fight for those near and dear to them. Four had lost their lives. He hoped the memorial would remind 
the children of the future of the sacrifices made. To the men who had returned he gave an assurance 
that New Zealand intended to stand by them. 
 
General Richardson said that Wainui-o-mata had sent to the war a greater percentage of its men than 
the average for New Zealand. They should not forget the relatives and dependents of the fallen, or 
those men who had returned disabled. 
 
Speeches were also made by Major Hardham, V.C., on behalf of the Wellington R.S.A., and Mr A. G. 
Cook, president of the local branch of the Farmers’ Union. When the memorial was unveiled the Last 
Post was sounded, and floral emblems were placed on the stone. 

 
Wainuiomata Advertiser 23 April 1983 – The Way We Were 
Looking at Early Wainui-o-Mata with the Historical Society 
 
In 1914 New Zealand with the rest of the British Em pire, went to war.  
When it was over, more than 100,000 – or about half those of military age – had served. Some 18,500 
died, an enormous loss to a young country with only a million population. These men came from the 
cities and from many of the small settlements. Wainuiomata, with a population of around two hundred, 
was one of them. 
 
Those who enlisted were remembered on the War Memorial that now stands in front of the community 
centre. Originally it was erected and dedicated in 1922 in front of the Wainuiomata School. It stood on 
the bank above the Main Road for forty years until, when alterations were made to the school, it was 
shifted to its present site. In the shift the upper part was damaged but has since been repaired. 
 
Have you read the inscription? “In Memory of the Boys of Wainuiomata.” The names there are: 
Died – R. Burrows, J. Burrows, W. Burrows, W. Bulliman. Served – J. B. Anderson, L. P. Apperley, C. 
O. Burdan, E. Barrett, W. Breen, T. Clarke, A. T. Gustafson, S. J. Orr, W. E. Prouse, F. L. Scholes, F. 
W. Wheeler, A. E. Williams, C. H. Wood. 
 
And here is a great tragedy. Three brothers, sons of the local postmaster died. According to the records 
their deaths were separated by time and place. The whole village must have been shattered by the 
news. 
 
Another name omitted from those who died, perhaps not listed as a casualty, was that of Harold 
Thomson. He died at sea on the way to Gallipoli. It seems appropriate that in Anzac week we should 
take a second look at our War Memorial. 
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Key to the numbered people in the photo  
 
1 

 

  

2 

 

Christian Ludvig Jensen, Farmer 
Married 1884 Hansene Hansen at Frederickshaven, Denmark 

1854-1938 
 

3 

 

Frederick (Fred) John Apperley, Farmer 
Married 1914 Evelena Edith Simon at Mangaweka 

1886-1970 
 

4 

 

David (Dave) Alexander McCormick 1906-1974 

5 

 

  

6 

 

John Oddy Wood, Farm assistant 
Married 4 Nov 1921 Ada Ann Drummond at Wainuiomata 

1897-1951 
Born Wainuiomata 
Died Wainuiomata 

7 

 

George Groves Burdan, Farmer 
Married 1899 Alice Sarah Bulliman 
 
OR Bertie Richard Rainsford Burdan, Farmer 

1876-1938 
 
 
1879-1956 

8 

 

  

9 

 

  

10 

 

  

11 

 

William Richard Scholes, Farmer 
 

1888-1963 
Born Wainuiomata 
 

12 

 

Claude Oswald Burdan, Farmer 
WW1 61524 

1896-1972 
Born Wainuiomata 
 

13 

 
 

Maurice James Burdan, Farmer 
Married 1904 Helena Atkinson at Wainuiomata 

1883-1960 
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14 

 

Joseph Charles Scholes, Farmer 
Married 1912 Lillian Esther Dennis in Victoria, Australia 

1880-1959 
 

15 

 

  

16 

 

  

17 

 

  

18 

 

William (Willie) Edward Prouse, Farmer 
 

1895-1965 
Died Wainuiomata 

19 

 

Albert Morris 
Married 1905 Morna May Elliott 

1881-1950 
 

20 

 

Louis Charles Lee, Cheese maker 
WWI 8/153 

1892-1964 
 

21 

 

John Burt Wood, Farmer 
Married 1907 Gladys Henry at Petone 
SA 2309, WWII 2/18/841 

1879-1956 
Born Wainuiomata 
 

22 

 

Bertie Whitcher?  

23 

 

Ernest (Ernie) John August, Farmer 
Married 1905 Mary Adams at Wellington 

1880-1959 
 

24 

 

Halswell David (Jack) Drummond,  
Married 1899 Cecilia Amelia Quaintance 
 

1873-1942 
Waterworks 
Custodian 
 

25 

 

Leonard (Len) Percival Apperley, Farmer 
WWI 10290 
 

1887-1988 
 

26 

 

  

27 

 

Frederick Leonard Scholes 
Married 1921 Nellie Winifred Hall at Palmerston North 

1882-1949 
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28 

 

Frederick Thomas Prouse, Farmer 
 

1873-1942 

29 

 

  

30 

 

  

31 

 

Mary Ursula Crowther 1869-1958 

32 

 

  

33 

 

  

34 

 

  

35 

 

Margaret (Madge) East Montague 
M 20 Apr 1921 Claude Oswald Burdan 

1895-1986 

36 

 

May Sandilands Thomson 
 

1895-1987 

37 

 

  

38 

 

  

39 

 

  

40 

 

  

41 

 

William Wiri Pero Jones 1876-1966 
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42 

 

Mary Elizabeth Heathcote nee Vernon 1876-1961 

43 

 

  

44 

 

  

45 

 

Ada Ann Wood nee Drummond 1900-1980 

46 

 

  

47 

 

Florence Mary Jenkins nee Wood 1886-1964 

48 

 

Mary Ann Burrow nee Pedersen 1884-1947 

49 

 
  

50 

 

  

51 

 

  

52 

 

  

53 

 

George Heathcote, Farmer 
 

1877-1970 

54 

 

  

55 

 

Morna May Morris nee Elliot 
 

1884-1958 
Waterworks 

56 
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57 

 

  

58 

 

Evelena (Edie) Edith Apperley 
formerly McCormick nee Simon 
 

1885-1943 

59 

 

  

60 

 

  

61 

 

  

62 

 

Charles Dickie  
OR David Dickie 

1883-1961 
1874-1957 

63 

 

  

64 

 

  

65    
66 

 

Brigadier-General George Spafford Richardson 1868-1938 

67 

 

William James Cook, Farm labourer 1878-1944 

68 

 

  

69 

 

  

70 

 

Annie Elizabeth Burdan nee Prouse 1863-1940 

71 

 

  

72 
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73 

 

Mabel Emma Wood 1896-1964 

74 

 

Constance (Connie) Gertrude Wood 1896-1942 

75 

 

  

76 

 

  

77 

 

Miss Mabel Ellen Oswin 
Schoolteacher 

1870-1946 

78 

 

Robert Dodds Thomson 1864-1952 

79 

 

Mary Wood nee Prouse 1861-1949 

80 

 

  

81 

 

Samson Breach 1863-1946 

82 

 

  

83 

 

William (Bill) Thomas Dick 1878-1953 

84 

 

  

85 

 

Audrey Ellen Wood 1913-2014 

86 

 

Rewa (Rita) Ellen August 1911-1999 

87 

 

  

88 

 

Mary Emily Scholes 1895-1933 
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89 

 

  

90 

 

  

91 

 

James Jackson Wood 1857-1940 

92 

 

  

93 

 

Ernest Charles Morris 1918-2007 

94 

 

  

95 

 

Mabel Kathleen Drummond 1909-2004 

96 

 

Elsie Jane Burdan 1907-1997 

97 

 

Alice Dawn Morris 1912-2003 

98 

 

Rose Elinor Scholes 1907-1992 

99 

 

Lorna McCormick 1907-1977 
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  Children  
1 

 

Mary Alice Haste 1915-2002 

2 

 

Heni (Nin) Tipene Jones 1915-2014 

3 

 

Lawson John August 1908-1978 

4 

 

Thomas (Tommy) William Albert Morris 1912-1986 

5 

 

Eric James Burdan 1910-1970 

6 

 

  

7 

 

John (Jack) David Drummond 1911-1987 

8 

 

  

8a 

 

  

9 

 

  

9a 

 

George Leonard Apperley 1915-1984 

10 

 

William (Winks) Manihera Jones 1909-2001 

11 

 

Arthur Edward Jenkins 1914-1986 

12 

 

Keith Allan Scholes 
 

1914-2000 
 

13 

 

Douglas Harold Whitcher 1915-1995 
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14 

 

Margaret (Joan) Apperley 1918-1986 

15 

 

Vernon Heathcote 1910-1970 

16 

 

Iris (Inez) Gertrude McCormick 1908-1987 

17 

 

Frances (Jean) Apperley 1917-2016 

18 

 

Charles William Cook 1914-1993 

19 

 

Florence Mary Wright 1913-2009 

19a 

 

John (Jack) Charles McCormick 1903-1979 

20 

 

Beatrice Burdan 1913-1973 

21 

 

Kenneth Henry Whitcher 1914-2007 

22 

 

Henry Thomas Whitcher?  

23 

 

Mildred Florence Whitcher 1913-1999 

24 

 

Ian Herbert Whitcher 1915-1995 

25 

 

Raymond Wereta Jones 1913-2001 

26 

 

Athol Paratene Jones 1917-2000 

27 

 

Kenneth Hone Tematora Jones 1910-1993 
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28 

 

Harold George Cook 1908-1968 

29 

 

Leslie George Hansen 1911-1953 

30 

 

Dorothy Agnes Wood 1909-1992 

31 

 

Jack Desmond Whitcher 1912-1978 

32 

 

Douglas Wright 1911-1969 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Last updated 1 August 2025  www.nzpictures.co.nz/wainuimuseum.htm    Page 15 of 16 

 

 
 

 
  



 

Last updated 1 August 2025  www.nzpictures.co.nz/wainuimuseum.htm    Page 16 of 16 

 

 
 

 


