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Extreme Weather Events

Given New Zealand’s oceanic location and exposure to the ‘Roaring Westerlies’, extreme weather
events are not rare. Although historically a rural backwater, Wainuiomata has had more prominence
when these events have been reported because of its importance as a water supply for Wellington
city. Annual rainfall was known to be about 50% than Wellington when the first dam was built to catch
this in 1884. Thereafter, rainfall has been recorded at the dam, and later in the Orongorongo valley,
which assists when gauging the weather events. The effects of some of these were highly localised.
The following list that is applicable locally has been compiled:

16 June 1855
Hutt River overflowed its banks, and property losses were sustained. Among others, Aglionby Arms
lost upwards of 240 sheep, and Fitzherbert and Pharazyn 20 sheep.

18 February 1858
Torrential rain led to a rapid rise in the Hutt River and thirteen people drowned as a result at
Silverstream.

1-6 February 1868

The ‘Great Storm of 1868’ was a violent storm that swept across much of New Zealand, wrecking 12
ships, and causing extensive flooding. About 40 people are known to have died. The effect on
Wainuiomata is unknown.

22 January 1884

Three days of heavy rain resulted in flooding that caused a large breach in the wall of the newly
completed earth dam. Heavy rain during the previous October had also caused problems when the
bypass was inadequate to cope with river flow and the incomplete dam began to fill. The January
breach resulted in a delay of completion, with delivery of water to Wellington city finally achieved on
10 May 1884. Record rainfall of 316 mm was received in Wellington in August.

14 April 1895

Bad storm/southerly gale, with general flooding throughout the region, road and rail damage, boats
set loose, and some sunk. The Wainuiomata valley was reported as a giant lake, and the waterworks
dam was in danger with water flowing over it. The Hutt racecourse was under 600 mm of water, and
roads were impassable. 260 mm was recorded in Wellington over that weekend. Apparently, there
had been another flooding event two years previously.

17-20 April 1897

A local storm had very high rainfall over three days in Wainuiomata: 118, 238, and 97 mm, totalling
453 mm. In contrast, Karori received 104 mm over the three days. It was claimed that the heavy rains
had changed the course of the Wainuiomata River, with large parts of farms inundated, or washed
away. Slips on the Hutt side of the hill road had severely damaged it.
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13 July 1903

A northerly gale brought 75 mm rain over 24 hours to Wellington, with slightly less at 52 mm to
Wainuiomata. The South Island copped a lot worse, and Blenheim flooded. Subsidence severely
damaged a house in Island Bay.

August 1903

Due to a southerly gale, large portions of Wainuiomata were covered in water, and stock losses were
reported. The Wellington rainfall over the wet 12 days of the month amounted to 204 mm, well short
of August 1884 when 316 mm was recorded. Snow fell at Horokiwi.

2 May 1913

Wooden bridge over Catchpool Stream (completed 1909) reported damaged by flooding (NL June
2025). There were slips on the Wainuiomata Hill and Moores Valley roads. Hutt County Council spent
£192 on repairs in the Wainuiomata Riding.

12 May 1913

Another southerly storm, this time with more damage in the Hutt Valley. In Wainuiomata, the river
changed course and damaged the water pipe foundations. The Wellington City Engineer oversaw
workers to reset the river back and repair the foundations.

11 May 1923
Heavy flooding of the Orongorongo River resulted in the tunnelling work being interrupted for several
days. High water flows interfered with the weir, causing a power outage.

20 December 1924
The region was badly affected by rain, with roads closed due to slips and properties flooded. Moores
Valley Road was blocked by a slip.

16 August 1928
Heavy rain had parts of Petone flooded, and a slip on the Wainuiomata Hill Rd. Wind and sea damaged
a bathing shed on Petone beach, with two boats washed ashore

22 August 1929

Three days of a southerly storm hit Wellington and the Hutt Valley, leaving surface water and slips.
Rainfall in the Hutt was much heavier, with 90 mm recorded in one 24-hour period. There were minor
slips on the hill road.

29 August 1932

A weekend of gales and rain hit the region with the Hutt River overflowing at the Silverstream rail
bridge, and the adjacent road flooded to one metre depth. In Wellington, the average monthly rainfall
was recorded in a 24-hour period. Petone streets were flooded and the road through Wainuiomata
was blocked.

22 May 1935

A highly localised deluge resulted in 24-hour rainfall of 208 mm at Wainuiomata and 181 mm at
Orongorongo. Both rivers were in flood.
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3 February 1936

A southerly storm caused flooding in the Hutt Valley with disastrous results to market gardens, dairy
and poultry farmers. Petone was flooded. This was one of the most destructive cyclones to hit the
North island in the 20" century. The interisland ferry Rangatira steamed into rocks near the mouth of
Wellington Harbour. Disaster was averted as after 20 minutes stuck fast, it was able to reverse off the
rocks, then turn and back slowly up the harbour. Holed, it was taking on water but managed to berth.
Aside from some small slips on the hill road, Wainuiomata appears to have missed the worst of the
effects.

11 December 1939

Rainfall of over 254 mm for Wainuiomata and over 203 mm for Orongorongo valleys in 24 hours were
recorded. The spillway at the Morton Dam only just coped with the excess water, and the level behind
the dam rose to within 12 mm of the top of the dam wall. The concrete apron of the spillway was
damaged. Large areas of the Hutt Valley were flooded, and there was a washout in the Taita Gorge.
Farms in Wainuiomata suffered considerable damage. Karori in Wellington was badly hit, with several
houses flooded. The event was being called ‘The Centennial Flood'.

26 December 1939

In contrast to the deluge two weeks prior, Lower Hutt was little effected by this weather event. Over
two days, Wainuiomata received 67 mm of rain, and Orongorongo 148 mm. The worse hit area was
south Wellington city, around the bays, with multiple slips blocking roads.

6 September 1943

A strong cold south-easterly gale gusting to 110 kph brought torrential rain, with 207 mm falling in the
Hutt Valley, nearly six times that which Wellington received. The Waiwhetu Stream was in full flood
and, with a high spring tide, Petone streets were flooded. High winds brought down lines. Yachts
moored in Evans Bay broke loose and were damaged, one being sunk. There were several slips on
the Wainuiomata Hill Rd that impeded traffic.

10 April 1968

Cyclone Giselle, sinking of Wahine in the harbour with the loss of 51 people on the day. While parts
of Wellington experienced extreme short-duration rainfall (39mm of rain in just 22 minutes in Aro
Valley) and hilltop southerly wind gusts over 240 kph, Wainuiomata escaped comparatively lightly.
The old farmhouse The Den suffered damage and was abandoned. Eventually, part of this farm would
become the Wainuiomata golf course. Ironically, the day after Wahine Day was calm with blue skies.

20-23 December 1976

Moist airstream from the north and south converged over the Hutt Valley, resulting in heavy rain, the
heaviest in 100 or possibly 500 years in the area. There was flooding in Wellington and Hutt Valley,
particularly Petone (1.5 m depth around Cornish St), with more than 350 mm rain in 24 hours, and
hundreds of slips. Hutt River burst its stop banks; landslides destroyed houses. Pinehaven and Stokes
Valley were declared disaster zones. The event caused damage estimated at between $19 million! and
$30 million.
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21 May 1981

A southerly gale gusting over 115 kph and driving rain resulted in the 10,000-ton Pacific Charger cargo
ship grounding at Baring Head. The lower Wainuiomata valley was flooded with ‘wall to wall’ water,
with water up to the deck of the Baring Head bridge over the Wainuiomata River. Richard Prouse Park
was partly flooded. (WBF)

4 October 1997
More than 60 houses flooded, and Lower Hutt residents evacuated from riverside houses. Isolated
slips blocked some roads, including parts of SH1.

26 June 1998
A severe thunderstorm that flooded parts of Karori and Kelburn with record-breaking rain; 69.5 mm
fell in Kelburn over one hour and 35 minutes.

13-27 October 1998
Gale force north-westerlies, particularly over 19-20 Oct. Ships ripped from moorings in Wellington, and
some houses lost their roofs.

10 January 2002
Thunderstorms over Wellington resulted in torrential rainfall (about 40 mm in 30 minutes) and flash
floods in the city.

10 June 2003
The WBF attended a flooding call at Gibbs Cres.

14-16 February 2004

A southerly storm and floodwaters forced the evacuation of about 500 residents in Lower Hutt. Two
people are alleged to have drowned in the sea at Wellington. Prolonged heavy rain resulted in flooded
streets in Wainuiomata, and the Moores Valley bridge was washed away. Streets in Wainuiomata
were flooded (WBF).

21 February 2004
Following the big wet, winds blew trees onto houses (WBF).

18 August 2004
Houses were under threat in the flood-prone area of Waiwhetu Stream in Gracefield, Lower Hutt due
to localised excessive rain (WBF).

31 March 2005

Highly localised rain: Remutaka Forest Park recorded 346mm in the 24 hours to midday, and 108mm
in the 24-hour period prior to that; in contrast, there was only about 30 mm at Wainuiomata. Massive
devastation ensued down Coast Rd, resulting in slips and a washout of the road (WBF).

15-16 August 2011

Snow covered the Wainuiomata urban area, leading to the Hill Road being closed on the evening of
the 15" (WHMS has video of this event)
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21 November 2011
High winds caused a tree to fall on a Meremere house (WBF).

3 March 2012
Storm damage around Wainuiomata (WBF).

20 June 2013

A severe southerly storm, allegedly the worst since Wahine Day of 1968, caused widespread damage
in Wainuiomata and Lower Hutt (WBF). Winds reached 200 kmph with 15 m waves, and part of the
sea wall at Island Bay was destroyed. Some 30,000 customers lost power in Wellington.

14 May 2015
An elderly man was found dead in floodwaters in a submerged car in Petone. Floods and slips caused
havoc throughout the day in the Wellington region with transport disrupted.

21 July 2022

A gale-force southerly wreaked havoc. and winds of 140 kmph with waves up to 10 m slammed a
yacht off its mooring in Lowry Bay onto the shore, sustaining irreparable hull damage. 28,000 homes
lost power. Damages reached millions, with roads and rail services disrupted.

1-2 May 2025

Winds peaked at 140 kmph, prompting MetService to issue a rare red warning, the first since 2019.
Heavy rain, totalling 100-150 mm, caused flash flooding in low-lying areas. Large swells, reaching 8
metres, battered coastal roads, damaging Moa Point Road. Power outages affected 10,000 homes,
and landslides closed State Highway 2. Property damage estimates exceeded $5M.

21 October 2025
Strong winds and heavy rain lashed Wellington and the South Island. Gusts reached up to 120kmph
in the Wellington suburb of Kelburn. Trees were downed, and fences blown out in Wainuiomata.

References

WBF = records of the Wainuiomata Bushfire Force
NL = accounts given in WHMS newsletters
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