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WAINUIOMATA 1930s STREET NAME ORIGINS 
 

Introduction 

 

This document is about the origins of proposed street names in Wainuiomata from a Wainuiomata 

Development Ltd 1930s Street Map. The maps are on pages 4 to 9 of this document. 

 

The area where the development was proposed is the Parkway, Fernlea and part of Glendale areas. This 

is the area that a person sees when coming into Wainuiomata when going over the Wainuiomata Hill 

Road from the Hutt Valley. 

 

The main entrance planned into Wainuiomata was to be along Surrey Street where the road tunnel from 

Gracefield, Hutt Valley was going to come into Wainuiomata. 

 

The streets are coloured on page 4 for the reasons below: 

- Red are the main streets. 

- Blue are secondary streets. 

- Yellow are minor streets. 

 

Wainuiomata is named after the big water or stream of Mata. Wai means water. Nui means big. O means 

of. Mata refers to a woman's name Roimata. This is an official version. The origins of the word are 

disputed and other translations are: 

 

- Refers to the women living in the now Hutt Valley who came over the Wainuiomata Hill to evade 

marauding Māori tribes. These tribes in about 1819 were carrying muskets that came north from 

the Paremata area. In the battle the local tribes were said to have been destroyed. The Paremata 

Māoris came across the remaining women who were sitting wailing by the stream after the slaughter 

of their menfolk. From this we have “faces streaming with water”, “tears” or “weeping water”. 

- Refers to the large pools of water which lay over the swampy surface of the northern end of the 

Valley, or the river itself which is known to flood the Coast Road / Wainuiomata Valley. From this 

it can also mean large river from the swamp. 

- Refers to a runaway called Mata who was pursued into the Wairarapa by a small party, some of 

whom were killed by the Wairarapa local Māori tribe. 

- Refers to the whitebait that are present at the mouth of the river. Mata means whitebait. From this 

we have big river of whitebait. 

- Refers to flint or obsidian which is hard rock found in the headwaters of the river. 

- Refers to the origin and personification of water. 

 

For more history about the Māori naming and their association with Wainuiomata see the article titled 

Wainuiomata – Whats in the Name in the book Tales From Wainuiomata’s Past – Volume 2 by Gavin 

Wallace and Dawn Chambers. 

 

Officially it was known as Wainui–o–Mata Development Ltd and was more commonly known as 

Wainuiomata Development Company. For sake of clarity Wainuiomata Development Ltd is used in this 

document. 

 

See also the Wikipedia page on Wainuiomata and the Wainuiomata River. 
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Wainuiomata Street Name Information 1930s 

 

A street means a publicly owned road in a city, town, or village, typically with houses and buildings on 

one or both sides. The streets were to be built by the developer of the land and they were vested with 

the Council as a public road. 

 

The reasons why the street names were chosen by the Wainuiomata Development Company are not 

known. The origin of the street name is based on the best information that is currently available. 

 

Street names in areas have a common theme. These are: 

 

- Place names from various locations and counties in the countries of England, Scotland and Wales 

which is known as Great Britain. A reason for using these place names is that permission does not 

have to be sought unlike when using people’s names. Also, many people that came to New Zealand 

from the 1840s to the 1920s and onwards saw Great Britain and Ireland as the home country. 

- People associated with World 1 (1914 – 1918) especially at the Battle of Jutland in 1916. 

- People associated with Antarctica exploration. 

- People who were prominent in New Zealand from the 1840s to the 1920s. 

 

The source of where the definition of the street name came from are: 

 

- Internet searches. 

- Wikipedia. 

 

There are 58 street names in total of which Derwent, Devon and Norfolk Street names were later used 

when housing development took place in Wainuiomata from the early 1940s. 
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Wainuiomata Development Ltd Street Maps Of The 1930s 
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Wainuiomata Street Name Origins 1930s 

 

Arbutnot Street 

Robert Keith Arbuthnot (1864 – 1916) was an English Royal Navy Officer. He was killed at the Battle 

of Jutland in 1916. Note the change in spelling of his surname. 

 

Argyle Street 

A county in Scotland. It is now known as Argyll. 

 

Arney Road 

George Alfred Arney (1810 – 1883) was the second Chief Justice of New Zealand from 1858 to 1875. 

 

Barham Avenue 

A battle ship of the English Royal Navy. The ship participated in the Battle of Jutland in 1916. The ship 

was in existence from 1915 to 1941. 

 

Bayly Street 

Lewis Bayly (1857 – 1938) was an English Royal Navy Officer. During World 1 (1914 – 1918) from 

1915 to 1917 he was Senior Officer on the Coast of Ireland at Queenstown, Ireland. From 1917 to 1919 

this title became Commander-in-Chief, Coast of Ireland. This function was to keep the approaches to 

Great Britain safe from German submarines known as U-boat from attacking. 

 

Beatty Avenue 

David Richard Beatty (1871 – 1936) was an English Royal Navy Officer. He was in command of the 

Battle Cruiser Fleet at the Battle of Jutland in 1916. He was appointed the First Sea Lord in 1919. He 

was also known as the 1st Earl Beatty. 

 

Bedford Street 

A town in Bedfordshire, England. 

 

Burney Street 

Cecil Burney (1858 – 1929) was an English Royal Navy Officer. He was commander of the 1st Battle 

Squadron commanding the squadron at the Battle of Jutland in 1916. 

 

Cambridge Street 

A city in Cambridgeshire, England. 

 

Cardigan Street 

A town in Cardiganshire (now Ceredigion), Wales. 

 

Carnarvon Street 

George Edward Stanhope Molyneux Herbert Carnarvon (1866 – 1923) was an English peer and 

aristocrat best known as the financial backer of the search for and excavation of Tutankhamun's tomb 

in the Valley of the Kings, Egypt. 

 

Craddock Avenue 

Christopher George Francis Maurice Cradock (1862 – 1914) was an English Royal Navy Officer. He 

died at the Battle of Coronel. 

 

Cromarty Street 

A town in Ross and Cromarty, Scotland. 

 

Cumberland Street 

A county in England. 
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Denbeigh Street 

A town in Denbighshire, Wales. 

 

Derby Street 

A city in Derbyshire, England. 

 

Derwent Street 

A river in the Lake District, Cumbria, England. 

 

Devon Street 

A county in England. 

 

Dorset Street 

A county in England. 

 

Evan–Thomas Street 

Hugh Evan–Thomas (1862 – 1928) was an English Royal Navy Officer who during World War I (1914 

– 1918) commanded the 5th Battle Squadron of the Grand Fleet. 

 

Fergusson Avenue 

Charles Fergusson (1865 – 1951) was an English Army officer and the third Governor–General of New 

Zealand from 1924 to 1930. 

 

Fitzherbert Road 

William Fitzherbert (1810 – 1891) was an Independent Party Member of Parliament who represented 

the Hutt Electorate from 1858 to 1879. He also owned areas of land in Wainuiomata in what is now 

Fitzherbert Road to the Upper Fitzherbert Road area. William did not live in Wainuiomata. One of his 

sons Henry Samuel Fitzherbert (1851 – 1912) had a flax milling operation in the Upper Fitzherbert 

Road area from about 1870 to about 1875. Henry lived in Wainuiomata in the early 1870s. 

 

Forfar Street 

A town in Angus, Scotland. 

 

Gaunt Avenue 

Ernest Frederick Augustus Gaunt (1865 – 1940) was an English Royal Navy Officer. He was at the 

Battle of Jutland in 1916. From 1917 to 1919 he was Commander-in-Chief, East Indies, and from 1921 

to 1922 he was Commander-in-Chief, Western Approaches. 

 

Gloucester Street 

A town in Gloucestershire, England. 

 

Hereford Street 

A city in Herefordshire, England. 

 

Hood Avenue 

A battle cruiser ship of the English Royal Navy. The ship was in existence from 1916 to 1941. 

 

Jellicoe Street 

John Rushworth Jellicoe (1859 – 1935) was an Governor General of New Zealand from 1920 to 1924. 

He was also known as the 1st Earl Jellicoe. This street was where the commercial / shopping area was 

going to be. 

 

Jerram Avenue 

Thomas Henry Martyn Jerram (1858 – 1933) was an English Royal Navy Officer who went on to be 

Commander-in-Chief, China Station from 1913 to 1915. He was at the Battle of Jutland in 1916. 
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Lanark Street 

A town in South Lanarkshire, England. 

 

Leicester Street 

A city in Leicestershire, England. 

 

Madden Street 

John McIntosh Madden (1856 – 1923) was an English born New Zealand artist. 

 

Mawson Street 

Douglas Mawson (1882 – 1958) was an Australian geologist, Antarctic explorer and an academic. 

 

Monmouth Street 

A town in Monmouthshire, Wales. 

 

Moray Street 

A county in Scotland. 

 

Norfolk Street 

A county in England. 

 

Oates Street 

Lawrence Edward Grace (Titus) Oates (1880 – 1912) was an English born Antarctica explorer. 

 

Oxford Street 

A city in Oxfordshire, England. 

 

Pakenham Street 

A village in Suffolk, England. 

 

Pembroke Street 

A town in Pembrokeshire, Wales. 

 

Perth Street 

A city in Perthshire, Scotland. 

 

Prendergast Road 

James Prendergast (1826 – 1921) was the third Chief Justice of New Zealand from 1875 to 1900. 

 

Radnor Street 

A village in Radnorshire, Wales. 

 

Scott Street 

Robert Falcon Scott (1868 – 1912) was an English born Antarctica explorer. 

 

Shackleton Street 

Ernest Henry Shackleton (1874 – 1922) was an Irish born Antarctica explorer. 
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Skerrett Street 

Charles Perrin Skerrett (1863 – 1929) was a Chief Justice of New Zealand from 1926 to 1929. He was 

also a keen outdoors person who stayed in a fishing place called Smiths / Stocks Whare. This was 

located overlooking the Wainuiomata River near the intersection of Moores Valley Road and Whitcher 

Grove in the 1880s / 1890s. Charles also accompanied Phoebe Alicia Dyer nee Seddon (1871 – 1944) 

and family who had a holiday residence called Dyers Whare at what is now 68 Hine Road, on picnics 

up Reservoir Valley. Phoebe was a daughter of Richard John Seddon (1845 – 1906) of the Liberal Party 

who was Prime Minister of New Zealand from 1893 to 1906. 

 

Somerset Street 

A county in England. 

 

Stafford Street 

A town in Staffordshire, England. 

 

Stirling Street 

A city in Scotland. 

 

Stout Street 

Robert Stout (1844 – 1930) was the Liberal Party Prime Minister of New Zealand from 1884 to 1887. 

 

Sturdee Avenue 

Frederick Charles Doveton Sturdee (1859 – 1925) was an English Royal Navy Officer. He was 

appointed Admiral of the English Fleet in 1921. He became involved in managing the tensions with 

Germany and the United States over the Samoan Islands in 1899. 

 

Surrey Street 

A county in England. 

 

Sussex Street 

A county in England. 

 

Wainui-o-mata Road 

See the introduction for the full meaning. 

 

Wainui–o–mata was used pre 1947 before the hyphens were removed as part of the New Zealand 

Geographic Board policy in 1946. It is now spelt as Wainuiomata. 

 

Warwick Street 

A town in Warwickshire, England. 

 

Woods Avenue 

Henry Felix Woods (1843 – 1929) was an British-Ottoman Admiral and a Pasha in Imperial Ottoman 

(now known as Turkey) Naval Service. 

 

Worcester Street 

A town in Worcestershire, England. 

 

York Street 

A county in England. 
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