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Compensation and Land Scrip Acts 1855-1857 
Wellington Provincial Council 

 
 
Session No. Title Date Description Remarks 

II 12 Compensation Act 07 Mar 1855 An Act to authorise the Superintendent to issue a commission to 
enquire into certain alleged claims for Compensation under certain 
alleged claims for Compensation under certain contracts of the New 
Zealand Company and Native disturbances. 

13 May 1855 

IV 1 Scrip Restriction Act 26 Jan 1857 An Act to restrict the operation of Scrip within certain Districts of the 
Province of Wellington. 

11 Apr 1857 

IV 2 Land Scrip Act  An Act to extend the time for adjudication on certain claims to Scrip Disallowed 11 Apr 1857 

IV 15 Compensation Act 20 Feb 1857 An Act to authorise the Superintendent to issue Land Scrip to satisfy 
awards of Commissioners under Act, Session 2, No.12, of the 
Provincial Council 

Disallowed 11 Apr 1857 

V 1 Compensation Act  An Act to authorise the Superintendent to issue Land Scrip to satisfy 
awards of Commissioners under Act, Session 2, No.12, of the 
Provincial Council 

Assented to 11 Jul 1857 

V 2 Land Scrip Act  An Act to extend the time for adjudication on certain claims to Scrip Assented to 11 Jul 1857 
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Acts of the Province of Wellington Session I 1853 to Session XI 1864 (Wellington 1865) 
To which are Prefixed Ordinances of New Munster 1849 and appended Sales for Non-Payment of Rates Act No.35, 1860; Land Regulations of the Province 
and Acts of Provincial Council Session XII 1865 
 
C28 Compensation – in the 18

th
 year of the reign of Her Majestry Queen Victoria – Session II No.12 

[1] Power to Superintendent to issue a Commission to enquire into and report upon certain alleged claims for Compensation 
[2] In case a Commissioner resign, &c., Superintendent may appoint another 
[3] A claimant to execute the declaration annexed to this Act, otherwise Commissioners not to enquire into his claim 
[4] Commissioners to keep a record of claims, minutes of evidence, and their decisions, and report the same to the Superintendent. 
[5] Limitation of time for receiving of claims by the Commissioners. 
[6] Duration of Commission. 
Note – Obselete 
 
C29 Compensation – in the 20

th
 year of the reign of Her Majestry Queen Victoria – Session V No.1 

[1] Power to Superintendent to issue Land Scrip according to a scale to certain persons – Proviso 
[2] Scrip to be subject to such restrictions as that issued under “Land Claimant’s Ordinance.” 
Note – Obselete 
 
C30 Compensation – Anno Vicesimo Sexto Victoriae Reginae – Session X No.8 
[1] Superintendent may out of the Public Revenue pay for land to satisfy claimants under Report of Compensation Committee 
[2] Selections how to be made 
[3] Claims after a certain period to lapse 
Assented 23 May 1863 
 
Whereas a Committee of the Provincial Council was appointed on the 30

th
 April 1862 “to receive any claims to compensation which might have been 

presented under the Act of the Provincial Council Session II No.12 but which owing to accident ignorance or other cause were not sent in in the prescribed 
time or being sent in were not reported on and to report thereon in detail to the Council” and the said Committee reported that certain persons were entitled to 
certain quantities of land in satisfaction of such claims and whereas another Committee was appointed on 28 April 1863 for similar purposes who have also 
reported that certain other persons are entitled to certain quantities of land, and whereas it is desirable that the Superintendent should be empowered to 
purchase land to satisfy such claims. 
 
Be it enacted by the Superintendent of the Province of Wellington with the advice and consent of the Provincial Council thereof as follows:- 
 
[1] When any person who has been declared by the Committee to be entitled to land as compensation shall signify to the Superintendent that he has selected 
a piece of land in respect of such award then it shall be lawful for the Superintendent out of the public revenue of the Province to pay for such land a price that 
in the whole shall not exceed the value of the number of acres awarded at the ordinary price of ten shillings per acre. 
 
[2] Such selections shall only be made within blocks open for selection at or before the passing of this Act. 
[3] Should any selection not be made within two years after the passing of this Act such claims shall lapse and shall not afterwards be revived. 
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Taranaki Herald 30 May 1857 Wellington 
Another Session of the Provincial Council is to be held forthwith. From the notice which appears in today’s paper it will be seen that the Council is summoned 
to meet for the despatch of business on the 2

nd
 of next month. The sudden announcement of another session previous to the dissolution of the present 

Council has created a very general feeling of surprise, and a desire to know what pressing public necessity has prompted this step. The principal reason 
which we have heard assigned is, that four of the Acts passed during last session, namely, the Scrip Extension Act, the Hutt Settlers’ Compensation Act, the 
Additional Loan Act for £25,000 and the Passenger Regulation Act have been disallowed by the Governor – Spectator 13

th
 May 

 
 
Nelson Examiner and New Zealand Chronicle 17 Jun 1857 Wellington 
From the New Zealand Spectator, June 3. The Provincial Council met yesterday for a brief session, which probably will not last more than a couple of 
days… [The Scrip Extension Act and the Hutt Compensation Act] were disallowed on technical grounds… should be re-enacted and reserved for the 
Governor’s approval… The Hutt Compensation Bill and the Scrip Extension Bill were then passed through their several stages, read a third time, and 
passed. 
 
 
 
Supplement to the Wellington Independent 12 Aug 1857 
 
Schedule of Compensation awarded by the Commissioners appointed under the “Compensation Act” of the Provincial Council of Wellington, Session 
II No.12 
 
Wellington and Country Districts 
John Gibson Brown for the Executors of the late Andrew Brown (300 acres); Charles Henry Symonds (150); Jane Wright (150); Thomas Jones (50) 
 
River Hutt (First List) 
Charles Mabey (150); Job Mabey (150); David Benge (150); John Leverton (150); Abraham Harris (150); Magnus Manson (100); Robert Manson 
(100); James Manson (100); John Bryce (150); John Sutherland (150); Samuel Burnett (100); John Rush (100); Thomas Doreen (50); George Ebdon 
(50); Francis Whiteman (75); Henry Stilling (150); George Wilkie (50); Charles Collis (50); Agnes Burcham (100); Robert Scott (25); Thomas Reid (75); 
William Judd Snr (50); George Spackman (75); William Milne (75); Peter Bruce (100); William Sunnet (75); David Smith (75); John Daysh (50); Almon 
Boulcott (150); James Bell (25); John Waterson (75); Alexander Farmer (25); William Craighead (75); Alexander Yule (75); Alexander Milne (75); The 
Family of the late Robert Fairweather deceased (100); James McEwen (75); James Brown (50); Matthew Sharley (50); Thomas Sharley (50); John 
McHardy (25); William Welch (75); Mary Leckie (50); William Trotter (25); William Tanner Hill (50); William Bassett (50); Mary Fowler (75); Charles 
Cundey (75); David Galvin (50); William Sykes (75); William Saxby (75); John Cole (75); George Copeland (75); William Thomas (75); David Galloway 
(75); Henry Jackson (75); Thomas Frethey (150); William Roe (50); William Hawke (75); William Golder (75); James Lansdale (50); William Judd Jnr 
(50); Richard Williams (50); Charles Hunt (50); Neil Cameron (50); William Corbett (75); Richard Taverner (25); John Sellars (75); Charles Mudgeway 
(25); Nathaniel Poole (50); Widow of James Williams (75); Thomas Bennet (25); Thomas Stretton (25); Robert Neil (50); David Dick (50); William 
Plowman (50); Lawson and Christopher Potts (150); David Speedy (50); David McHardie Snr (75); Peter Doreen (50); James Stratford (75); Family of 
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Robert Lawson (75); Charles Keys (75); Hart Udy Snr (75); John Hooper (50); William Knight (75); George Saywell (75); William King (50); Samuel 
Row (50); Henry Collett (50); Thomas Parker (50); Henry Russell (50); Daniel Peck (50); John Russell (50); Edward Russell (50); Samuel Weston 
(50); Stephen Swan (75); Joseph Percy (150); Joseph Hewlett Percy (150); Matthew Gaskin (50); James Bryant (75); The children of James Holmes, 
deceased (75); Joseph Tucker (50); John Jeffs (50); James Robertson (50) 
 
River Hutt (Second List) 
Peter Doreen (25); John Hogg (50); David McEwen (75); Arthur Hayward (75); George Farmer (150); William Taylor (50); Elizabeth Laker (25); 
Frederick Smith (50); William Ridler (50); William Barnett (50) 
 
Wanganui 
William King Hulke (400); John Alexander Gilfillan (150); John Rowlands (25); John Samuel Richardson (25); Christian Evanson (50); William 
Adamson (50); William Wybourne (50); Henry Nathan (25); Gregor McGregor (25); Joseph Lockett (50); John Handley (50); William Pearson (100); 
Amos Ross (25); John Day (75); Jane Hair (75); John Jackson (100); Joseph Richards (50); William Parker (100); Joseph Jones (25) 
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Porirua (List 1) 
James Mitchell (75); George Mexted (75); Harriett Brown (75); Nathaniel Bartlett (25); Anthony Wall (25); Joseph Morgan (50); Joseph Angell (25); 
Charlotte Whitehouse (75); James Simm (75); William Reeve (75); William Saunders (25); William Nott (75); John Read (50); C. Petherick (50); John 
B. Reading (75); Ann Fairbrass on behalf of her children (75); Sarah Hobbs (25); Henry London (25); David Wilkinson (25); Joseph Hurley (150); 
Lewis Lowndes (150); Joseph Torr (150); John Mitchell (75); John Edwards (50); John Monk (50); James Barrow (50); William Taylor Snr (50); David 
Harris (25) 
 
Porirua (List 2) 
Charles Lewes (25); Jonathan Bidmead (25); William Membery (25); Joseph Saunders (25); Richard Prouse (75); John Williams (50); James Taylor 
(50); The children of the late Thomas Woodman (50); Luke Harris (25); James Follett (25) 
 
Special Cases 
Robert Holt Carpenter (50)*; A. William Renall (75)*; John Knowles (100)†; Thomas Rogers (50)*; William Ebdon (50)* 
 
* These awards were made by the Provincial Council to be satisfied out of 500 acres placed at the disposal of His Honor the Superintendent for the 
purpose by Resolution of the Council. The Balance to be distributed among a few Claimants, whose claims came in after the general adjudication. 
 
† See Report of Select Committee Provincial Council 19 Feb 1857 
 
 
Wellington Independent 15 Aug 1857 
The Compensation Scrip awarded under Act of Provincial Council, Sess. II., No.12, will be ready for issue at this Office on and after Monday, the 31st 
August. Claimants must apply in person, or by an Agent empowered in writing to give a receipt for the Scrip. William Fox, Chief Land Commissioner, 
Wellington. 
 
Wellington Independent 02 Sep 1857  
Government Scrip. For Sale on Liberal Terms. Apply to J. H. Wallace. 
 
 
Wellington Independent 05 Sep 1857 
The Block of Land between the Hutt and Pawaitanui, which has been withheld from selection till the Small Farm Block at the latter place should be 
defined, will be open for selection as Rural Land from and after the 14th inst., and Compensation Scrip will be admissible therein. William Fox, Chief 
Land Commissioner. 
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Archives NZ Reference LS-W14/4/5 
Province of Wellington – Government scrip issued under the Act of the Provincial Council, Sess. IV., No.15, intituled “An Act to authorise the 
Superintendent to issue Land Scrip to satisfy awards of the Commissioner’s under Act Sess. II., No.12.” 
 
No. Issued to Acres Dated 
159 William Saunders 25 31 Aug 1857 
160 Sarah Hobbs 25 03 Sep 1857 
161 Henry London 25 14 Sep 1857 
162 David Wilkinson 25 04 Sep 1857 
163 David Harris 25 02 Sep 1857 
164 Charles Lewes 25 31 Aug 1857 
165 Jonathan Bidmead 25 22 Sep 1857 
166 William Membrey 25 04 Feb 1863 
167 Luke Harris 25 14 Sep 1857 
168 James Hallett 25 11 Nov 1857 
169 William Barnett 50 31 Aug 1857 
170 John Gibson Brown executor of the late Andrew Brown 300 14 Feb 1859 
171 Charles Henry Symons 150 31 Aug 1857 
172 Jane Wright 150 04 Jan 1858 
173 Thomas Jones 50 09 Sep 1857 
174 David McEwen 25 01 Sep 1857 
175 Joseph Angell 25 08 Sep 1857 
176 John Mitchell 75 02 Sep 1857 
177 Joseph Saunders 25 31 Aug 1857 
178 Robert Holt Carpenter 50 31 Aug 1857 
179 John Knowles 100 23 Nov 1857 
180 Thomas Rogers 50 31 Aug 1857 
181 William Ebden 50 25 Mar 1859 
182 John Gell 20 Undated 
183 Richard Kebblewhite 20 Undated 
184 Isaac Cooley 20 Undated 
185 William Jabez Hall 20 Undated 
186 John Anderson 20 Undated 
187 Creasey Broderick 50 01 Sep 1857 
188 William Thompson 50 Undated 
189 Hamilton Wiley 50 28 Sep 1857 
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No. Issued to Acres Dated 

190 Thomas Morgan 50 31 Aug 1857 
191 John William Smith 50 31 Aug 1857 
192 John Edward Bradshaw – subsequently to the scrip being numbered the Commissioner informed that this case, together with all the 

supplementary applications must stand over until the Council meets and something done to dispose of them – 28 Dec 1859 
 

 
Examples from Archives NZ Reference LS-W14/4/5 


