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Louisa BROWN (1845-1933) 
 
1851 Census Huddlestone Farm, Steyning, Sussex 
Richard BROWN Head 45yrs   Farmer 180 acres employing 5 men 3 boys b Steyning, Sussex 
Elizabeth BROWN Wife 44yrs         b Oxted, Surrey 
Edwin BROWN  Son 16yrs   On the farm     b Steyning, Sussex 
Thomas BROWN Son 14yrs   On the farm     b Steyning, Sussex 
William BROWN Son 12yrs   Scholar      b Steyning, Sussex 
Louisa BROWN Dau 5yrs   Scholar      b Steyning, Sussex 
Charles BROWN Son 1yr         b Steyning, Sussex 
Louisa EMSLEY Servt 19yrs   [unmarried]     b Ashurst, Sussex 
Mary CHURCHER Servt 15yrs         b Steyning, Sussex 
John PAYNE  Servt 21yrs   Ag Lab [unmarried]    b Steyning, Sussex 
George GOACHER Servt 17yrs   Ag Lab [unmarried]    b Ashburst, Sussex 
 
1851 Census 6 Tranquil Cottage, Tonbridge, Kent 
Thomas BOOTS Head 89yrs         b Salehurst, Sussex 
Mary BOOTS  Wife 65yrs   Straw Bonnet Maker    b Battle, Sussex 
 
1851 Census 19 Silwood Street, The Palace, Brighton, Sussex 
John H. LEANEY Head 34yrs   Tailor [4 men]     b Hawkhurst, Kent 
George LAMBERT  21yrs   Tailor [unmarried]    b Hollingbourne, Kent 
Charles DAWD   15yrs   Apprentice     b Cobham, Kent 
 
1851 Census 19 Norfolk Square, The Palace, Brighton, Sussex 
Deborah LEENEY Head 32yrs   Bonnet maker [married]   b Sussex 
Mary Ruth BOOTES Sister 30yrs   Bonnet maker [unmarried]   b Sussex 
Jane LEENEY  Dau 6yrs         b Brighton, Sussex 
Edmund LEENEY Son 3yrs         b Brighton, Sussex 
Ellen LEENEY  Dau 1yr         b Brighton, Sussex 
Rhoda GOBLE  Servt 16yrs   House servant [unmarried]   b Brighton, Sussex 
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1861 Census 12 Western Road, Hove, Sussex 
Howard LENEY Head 44yrs   Master tailor employing 8 men & 2 boys b Hawkhurst, Kent 
Deborah LENEY Wife 42yrs         b Withyham, Sussex 
Jane LENEY  Dau 16yrs         b Brighton, Sussex 
Edward LENEY Son 13yrs         b Brighton, Sussex 
Ellen LENEY  Dau 11yrs         b Brighton, Sussex 
Harold LENEY  Son 9yrs         b Brighton, Sussex 
Emma RICHARDSON Servt 24yrs   [unmarried]     b Chiddingly, Sussex 
 
1861 Census Huddleston, Steyning, Sussex 
Elizabeth BROWN Head 54yrs [widow]   Farmer 396 acres employing 12 men 4 boys b Oxted, Surrey 
Edwin BROWN  Son 26yrs   Farmer’s son [unmarried]   b Steyning, Sussex 
Thomas BROWN Son 24yrs   Farmer’s son [unmarried]   b Steyning, Sussex 
William O. BROWN Son 22yrs   Farmer’s son [unmarried]   b Steyning, Sussex 
Louisa BROWN Dau 15yrs   Scholar      b Steyning, Sussex 
Charles BROWN Son 11yrs   Scholar      b Steyning, Sussex 
Charles HILLS  Servt 16yrs   Groom [unmarried]    b Steyning, Sussex 
Harriett BRISTOW Servt 18yrs   General servant [unmarried]   b Ashburst, Sussex 
 
National Probate Calendar 1866 
7 September. The Will of James Bodle late of 14 Clifton-street Brighton in the County of Sussex Gentleman deceased who died 17 July 
1866 at 14 Clifton-street aforesaid was proved at Lewes by the oaths of Joseph Parkin Colbron of Cliftonville in the Parish of Hove near 
Brighton aforesaid Architect and Surveyor George Knight of Clifton-street aforesaid Grainer and John Howard Leaney of Western-road 
Hove aforesaid Tailor the Executors. 
 
1871 Census 12 Western Road, Hove, Sussex 
Howard LEENY Head 54yrs   Tailor employing 5 men and 2 boys  b Hawkhurst, Kent 
Deborah LEENY Wife 51yrs         b Withyham, Sussex 
Jane LEENY  Dau 25yrs   [unmarried]     b Brighton, Sussex 
Ellen LEENY  Dau 21yrs   [unmarried]     b Brighton, Sussex 
Mary R. BODLE Sister 51yrs   [widow]  (& sister of Deborah)   b Robertsbridge, Sussex 
Maria KENT  Servt 19yrs   [unmarried]     b Horndean, Hampshire 
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1871 Census High Street, Steyning, Sussex 
Elizabeth BROWN Head 64yrs   Annuitant [widow]    b Oxted, Surrey 
Louisa BROWN Dau 25yrs [unmarried] Interest of money and income from Mother b Steyning, Sussex 
Charles BROWN Son 21yrs   Farmer’s pupil [unmarried]   b Steyning, Sussex 
Georgiana L. BROWN Gdau  9yrs   Scholar      b Sydenham, Kent 
Mary TYRRELL Servt 14yrs   General domestic servant   b Steyning, Sussex 
 
1881 Census Westfield House, Montpelier Place, The Palace, Brighton, Sussex 
Howard LEENEY Head 64yrs   Master Tailor employing 6 men   b Hawkhurst, Kent 
Deborarh LEENEY Wife 61yrs         b Withyham, Sussex 
Jane LEENEY  Dau 35yrs   [unmarried]     b Brighton, Sussex 
Laura STAPLEHURST Servt 27yrs   Domestic servant [unmarried]   b Fletching, Sussex 
 
1891 Census Goldstone Villas, Hove, Sussex 
Edward H. LEENEY Head 45yrs   Tailor & Woollen Draper    b Brighton, Sussex 
Louisa LEENEY  Wife 45yrs         b Steyning, Sussex 
Osmond H. LEENEY Son 16yrs   Apprentice Tailor    b Steyning, Sussex 
Allen G. LEENEY Son 13yrs   Scholar      b Steyning, Sussex 
Edith A. LEENEY Dau 11yrs   Scholar      b Steyning, Sussex 
Florence M. LEENEY Dau 8yrs   Scholar      b Steyning, Sussex 
Ruby Lavender LEENEY Cousin 8yrs   Scholar      b Clapham, Surrey 
Mary A. ELLIS  Servt 16yrs         b Brigton, Sussex 
 
1901 Census 14 Montpelier Place, West Brighton, Sussex 
John H. LEENEY Head 84yrs   Retired Tailor & Woollen draper   b Hawkhurst, Kent 
Deborah LEENEY Wife 81yrs         b Withyham, Sussex 
Jane LEENEY  Dau 56yrs   [single]      b Brighton, Sussex 
Laura STAPLEHURST Servt 47yrs   Domestic servant [single]   b Fletching, Sussex 
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1901 Census 23 Goldstone Villas, Hove, Sussex 
Edward H. LEENEY Head 53yrs   Tailor & Woollen Draper    b Brighton, Sussex 
Louisa LEENEY  Wife 55yrs         b Steyning, Sussex 
Osmond H. LEENEY Son 26yrs   Tailor & Woollen Draper [single]   b Hove, Sussex 
Allan G. LEENEY Son 21yrs   Fruiterer & Florist [single]   b Hove, Sussex 
Edith A. LEENEY Dau 21yrs   Mantle? Show room assistant [single]  b Hove, Sussex 
Florence M. LEENEY Dau 18yrs   Millinery show woom assistant [single]  b Hove, Sussex 
Florence E. GARRARD Servt 16yrs   General domestic servant   b Brighton, Sussex 
 
National Probate Calendar 1908 
John Howard Leeney of Westfield House Lansdowne-road Brighton died 27 February 1908 Probate Lewes 18 May to Jane Leeney spinster. 
Effects £1845 16s 6d. 
 
1911 Census 23 Goldstone Villas, Hove, Sussex (10 rooms) 
Edward Howard LEENEY Head 63yrs   Retired Master Tailor & Woollen Draper  b Brighton, Sussex 
  Married for 37yrs; Four children – all living 
Louisa LEENEY  Wife 65yrs         b Steyning, Sussex 
Rose LEVETT  Servt 33yrs   Domestic servant [widow]   b Hailsham, Sussex 
 
1911 Census Brockenhurst Ham Road, Worthing, Sussex (7 rooms) 
Allan Gordon LEENEY Head 33yrs   Fruit Grower and Merchant   b Hove, Sussex 
Ethel Elizabeth LEENEY Wife 32yrs         b Islington, London 
John Edward LEENEY Son 6yrs         b Worthing, Sussex 
Arthur Howard LEENEY Son 3yrs         b Worthing, Sussex 
Gertrude SHAW Servt 16yrs   [single]      b Worthing, Sussex 
 
1911 Census 16 King’s Road, Southsea, Portsmouth, Hampshire (6 rooms) 
Oscar WEEKS  Head 33yrs   Linen Draper     b Ryde, Isle of Wight 
Edith Audrey WEEKS Wife 31yrs   [married two years – no children]  b Hove, Sussex 
 
1911 Census Waverley Avenue, Exeter, Devonshire (6 rooms) 
Walter George WATSON Head 31yrs   Drapery Trade Dress Buyer   b Moseley, Birmingham, Warwickshire 
Florence Mary WATSON Wife 28yrs   [married for less than a year]   b Hove, Sussex 
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Hove and the Great War by H. M. Walbrook 
From Peace to War: … In the opening days of July, 1914, a great flotilla lay off Hove, the First Battle Squadron of the British Fleet, stretching in 
two majestic lines from a point opposite The Drive to one opposite the coastguard station. At the head of it were such formidable battleships as 
Marlborough, Colossus, Hercules, Neptune, St. Vincent, Superb, Vanguard and Collingwood, each name an epitome of power; and thousands of 
the residents and visitors gathered along the Front to admire them as they lay at rest in the sunshine, and, after dark, to watch their searchlights 
flinging their beams in all directions, or to behold the magical spectacle of their illumination by myriads of electric lights. England and the world 
were at peace, but pride in the Navy, and the sense of its protecting power, are inborn feelings of our race; and when considerably over a 
thousand bluejackets were entertained to dinner in the Town Hall the streets through the men marched were gay with flags and lined with cheering 
crowds. In conversation with the Mayor (then Alderman E. H. Leeney), the Admiral, Sir Lewis Bayly, expressed not only his gratification at the 
welcome extended to his officers and men but also his fairly confident hope of paying another such visit to the town in a couple of years. At last, 
after three days of balls and dinners ashore and afloat, the great squadron departed as silently and majestically as it had arrived. In little more than 
a month it had taken up its station in the misty region of Scapa Flow; the Great War had burst upon the world, and the British Fleet had settled 
down to the sternest and most triumphantly performed task in all its long and glorious history. Within a week of the declaration of war the town had 
begun to organise itself to make the fullest possible contribution to the national strength. The first steps were taken during the Mayoralty of 
Alderman Leeney, and when, in November, 1914, he was succeeded by Alderman A. R. Sergeant, the work increased as the crisis deepened… 
 
The Call to Arms: … Local recruiting for the new armies began immediately after the outbreak of war, with 20 Church-road as the headquarters; 
and on Sunday, August 30, two great processions through the town culminated in a crowded and enthusiastic public meeting in the Town Hall, the 
first of the kind in England, and the outcome of a suggestion made to the Vicar (the Rev. Archdall M. Hill), by two gentlemen, who called upon him 
privately and asked him to lend his help in the promotion of recruiting by the Church for what they described truly as a Holy War, a Crusade. The 
Mayor (at that time Alderman Leeney) presided at the meeting, and not only the Church of England but also the Protestant Free Churches were 
fully represented on the platform… Lastly, there has to be recorded here the work of a special court of inquiry, which arose inevitably out of the 
huge compulsory enlargement of the fighting forces. We refer to the tribunals before which those who, for one reason or another, desired to be 
relieved of their military obligations, were permitted to plead their cause. A local tribunal for Hove was formed on September 9, 1915, and between 
that date and November 1, 1918, when it met for the last time, it held one hundred and sixty meetings. Those who served on it included the Mayor 
(Alderman Sergeant), Aldermen Leeney, Colman, Jago and Marks, Councillors Bedford, Brailey, Humphrey and Leadsman and Sir Walter 
Mieville, with Major-General Mason as the Military Representative, and afterwards National Service Representative, assisted by Mr Heneage 
Harrison and later by Major-General Fry… 
 
Collections for War Funds: … The first great war collection in the town, however, was unaccompanied by the spectacular aids of so many of the 
later efforts. It came in the very opening weeks of the conflict when the first crash of the catastophe was still booming in our ears. One of the most 
general fears in those early days was that the inevitable dislocation of all our peace industries would cause a great deal of poverty among the 
working classes, and the Prince of Wales appealed to the whole nation to support a fund which bore his name and the object of which would be to 
relieve such distress as might arise as a result of the war. The Mayor (then Alderman E. H. Leeney), promptly called a public meeting in the Town 
Hall, which was largely attended, and at which a Local Representative (War Distress) Committee was formed, and in a short time a sum of £4,260 
was raised for the central fund… [and further references under Emergency Committee and The Belgian Refugees] 
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National Probate Calender 1933 
Louisa Leeney of Beecroft 23 Goldstone Villas Hove Sussex (wife of Edward Howard Leeney) died 11 February 1933 Administration (with Will) 
London 1 June to the said Edward Howard Leeney J.P. Effects £659 7s 6d. 
 
National Probate Calendar 1938 
Jane Leeney of Westfield 14 Montpelier-place Brighton spinster died 15 March 1938 Probate Lewes 25 May to Allan Gordon Leeney wholesale 
fruiterer and Osmond Harold Leeney bookseller. Effects £7631 8s 1d. Resworn £7477 12s 4d. 
 
London Gazette 01 Nov 1940 p6367 Re Edward Howard Leeney, deceased – Pursuant to the Trustee Act, 1925 
Notice is hereby given that all persons having any claims against the estate of Edward Howard Leeney, J.P., of Beecroft 23 Goldstone Villas, 
Hove who died on the 3rd day of July 1940 are hereby required to send particulars thereof in writing to the Westminster Bank Limited, Trustee 
Department, Chief Office at Priory Mansions, Bath Road, Bournemouth, Hants, the executor (jointly with Allan Gordon Leeney and Osmond Harold 
Leeney) of the Will of the said Edward Howard Leeney or to the undersigned, the Solicitors to the executors, on or before the 15th day of January 
1941 after which date the executors will proceed to distribute the said estate, having regard only to the claims then notified. Dated this 29th day of 
October 1940. Parker, Bangor-Jones and Palmer, Westminster Bank Chambers, South Street, Worthing. 
 
National Probate Calendar 1940 
Edward Howard Leeney of Beecroft 23 Goldstone Villas Hove Sussex died 3 July 1940 Probate Llandudno 25 November to Westminster Bank 
Limited Allan Gordon Leeney fruit salesman and Osmond Harold Leeney lecturer. Effects £19,984 8s 5d. 
 


