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Thomas John DEVINE (1851-1933) 
 

1851 Census [30 March] 20 Plum Tree Court, Saint Andrew Holborn, West London South 
John DIVINE  Head Married 19yrs  Laborer      b St Sepulchre, London 
Elizth DIVINE  Wife Married 19yrs  Needlewoman     b St Andrew, London 

 

Marriage Register Saint Andrew Holborn, City of London 
No.480 John Divine, full age, bachelor, bricklayer’s labourer residing at Plumtree Court, son of John Divine, bricklayer’s labourer married Elizabeth 
Pratt, full age, spinster, residing at Plumtree Court, daughter of William Pratt, labourer on 16 July 1851 by Banns. Bride and groom signed the 
register with crosses. Witnesses Joseph Cook and William Payne. 

 

FreeBMD 
Thomas John DEVINE born Dec Qt 1851 West London 

 

New Zealand Bound – Ship ‘Samarang’ 1852 http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nzbound/samarang.htm 
Departed England 26 Mar 1852, arrived Lyttelton 31 July 1852 with 121 passengers. Assisted passengers: Elizabeth Devnie, 19yrs, John Devnie, 
21yrs, bricklayer labourer, Thomas Devnie, infant 

 

Lyttelton Times 04 Sep 1852 Shipping News – Cleared Out 
Same day, ship ‘Samarang’, 583 tons, Escott, for Wellington. Passengers, Rev R. B. Paul, Messrs Hall, Brook, Livingstone, Cholmondeley, Rev 
Morris, Hon J. S. Wortley and Mrs and 2 Misses Brook, and 12 in the steerage. 

 

The New Zealand Spectator and Cook’s Strait Guardian 08 Sep 1852 Shipping Intelligence - Arrivals 
September 5 – Ship ‘Samarang’, 582 tons, Escott, from Port Victoria. Passengers – Rev R. B. Paul, Mr J. Hall, Mr and Mrs Brook, Misses Brook 
(2), Dr Livingstone, Rev Mr Morris, Hon J. S. Wortley, Mr Cholmondeley. 

 

Evening Post 12 Jun 1860 
Western Hutt, 8

th
 June, 1860. To William Fitzherbert, Esq., J.P.  Sir, We, the undersigned landowners in the Western Hutt District, hereby request 

that you will call a Public Meeting under the “Highway’s Act,” within the District, as early as possible. We remain, Sir, Your Obedient Servants, 
David McEwen, James Gilligan, Thomas Luckwell, David Galloway, John Devine. In compliance with the above request, I hereby summon a 
Meeting of the Voters for the District to be holden on Saturday, the 16

th
 day of June, inst., at two o’clock in the afternoon, at the house of Mr Alfred 

Keys, situated within the limits of the District proclaimed by the Superintendent in the Provincial Government Gazette of 31
st
 May, 1860, Vol VII., 

No.11. Dated this 9
th
 day of June, 1860, William Fitzherbert, J.P. 
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Evening Post 10 Dec 1873 Birth  and Wellington Independent 22 Dec 1873 
At Wainuiomata, on the 22 November, the wife of Mr Thomas John Devine, of a son. Home papers please copy. 

 

Evening Post 4 Apr 1876 Notice 
Persons found shooting on the land of the undersigned in Whiteman’s Valley will be prosecuted. H. J. Underwood, M. Reid, T. J. Devine, J. Saul. 
4

th
 April. 

 

Evening Post 08 Feb 1877 Wellington District Highways Board 
The usual monthly meeting of the above Board was held at the office, Hutt, yesterday. Members present – Messrs Mason (Chairman), Speedy, 
Taylor, Dick, Smith and Baylis. The Treasurer informed the Board that he had received £5 as a donation from John Devine and others towards the 
formation of the Upper Mungaroa road … 

 

Evening Post 18 Jan 1881 Birth 
On the 27

th
 December, the wife of Thomas John Devine, of a daughter. Home papers please copy. 

 

Evening Post 26 Apr 1893 School Committee Elections Upper Hutt 
… Whiteman’s Valley – Messrs Jas. Cheetham (Chairman), A. Gorrie, E. Russell, J. Swanson, T. J. Devine (Secretary and Treasurer) 

 

Evening Post 10 Jul 1893 
Last Friday evening a concert and dance was held in the Whiteman’s Valley schoolhouse. Songs were rendered by the Misses Cheetham, 
Swanson, and Messrs Cheetham (2), Devine, and Woods (2). Miss G. Dunne also gave a recitation, and the school children two glees. At the 
conclusion of the concert the Chairman (Mr J. Wood) thanked the performers, and also complimented the school-teacher (Miss Dunne) on the 
efficiency of her pupils. The floor was then cleared for dancing, which was indulged in until the small hours. 

 

Evening Post 21 Oct 1897 Protectors of Dumb Creatures – Lord Ranfurly on the Society’s work 
… Lady Ranfurley then presented the prizes offered by the society for competition amongst children for letter-writing with reference to cruelty to 
animals. The following are the winners’ names:- … George Devine (Whiteman’s Valley), aged 11… 

 

Evening Post 12 Sep 1907 Death 
On the 11

th
 September, at the residence of Mr T. J. Devine, Whiteman’s Valley, Isabel, beloved wife of T. D. Thomson, and youngest daughter of 

the late Mrs John Wood, Wainuiomata; aged 41 years. 

 

Evening Post 17 Oct 1908 Death 
On the 15

th
 October, at Palmerston North, George Leonard, youngest son of Mr and Mrs T. J. Devine, Whiteman’s Valley, Silverstream; aged 23 

years. 
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Evening Post 14 Dec 1911 Interpretation of a Will John McIlvride, Deceased 
An originating summons asking for the interpretation of the will of the late John McIlvride, of Wellington, settler, came before Mr Justice Chapman 
today. The parties were Alfred Ernest Cousins, of Wellington, engraver, and Thomas Devine, of Whiteman’s Valley, farmer, trustees of the will of 
John McIlvride, plaintiffs, and Selina McIlvride, of Wellington, widow, Isabella Agnes Cousins, of Wellington, wife of A. E. Cousins, Grace 
McKenzie, wife of Alexander McKenzie, of Ajmere, India, Christina Prouse, wife of Richard Prouse, of Levin, sawmiller, Peter John McIlvride, of 
Lower Hutt, electrical engineer, and Catherine Elizabeth McIlvride, of Auckland, spinster, defendants. Plaintiff asked for answers to the following 
questions:- Are plaintiffs bound in the first place to exhaust the capital sum of £420 4s 7d, being the proceeds of the sale and conversion of 
testator’s real and personal estate other than the Russell-terrace house and the furniture, goods, chattels, etc., in making good the annuity of £26 
by the will bequeathed to Selina McIlvride in so far as the income of the capital sum is insufficient to meet the annuity before mortgaging the 
Russell-terrace house and furniture? Or is the duty of plaintiffs to in the first place mortgage the property, preserving intact the balance of such 
capital sum now in their hands and replacing out of the proceeds of the mortgage that part which has been expended by them in making good the 
balance of the annuity? Are the trustees bound in any event to mortgage the property? His Honour said he would take time to consider his 
decision. 

 

Evening Post 02 Nov 1914 Death 
On the 2

nd
 November, at Blackbridge, Lower Hutt, Elizabeth Jane Devine, relict of the late John Devine; aged 86 years. 

 

Evening Post 31 Jul 1933 Death and Funeral Notices 
On Sunday, July 30, 1933, at her late residence, Main Road, Otaki, Ann Eliza, beloved wife of Thomas John Devine, late of Whiteman’s Valley; 
aged 77 years. The Friends of Mr Thomas John Devine are invited to attend the Funeral of his late beloved wife, Ann Eliza, which will leave the 
Methodist Church, Main Road, Upper Hutt, on Tuesday, August 1, 1933, at 1 p.m., for the Wallaceville Cemetery. P. Robertson, Undertaker, 
Upper Hutt. 

 

Evening Post 07 Aug 1933 Personal Notes 
Mrs T. Devine, who died at Otaki last week, in her seventy-eighth year, was an old resident of Wellington. Mrs Devine was born at Lowry Bay in 
1856, at which time a large interest in that locality was held by her great-uncle, Mr Jackson. The Devine family moved from Lowry Bay to Wainui-
o-mata, where Mrs Devine spent her school days, and was married to Mr T. Devine, who survives her. Mr and Mrs Devine took up a section of 
land, mostly bush, at Whiteman’s Valley, and resided there for about forty years. Subsequently they moved to Otaki. Of a family of eight, six are 
living – Messrs Jack (Mamaku), Thomas (Levin), James Devine (Feilding), and Mrs Noble (Otaki), Mrs Nelson (Taumaranui), and Mrs Gurney 
(Otaki). There are twenty-three grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren. The service at the Upper Hutt Methodist Church and at the 
graveside was conducted by the Rev Mr Liddle, of Carterton, and Mr Cochrane, of Upper Hutt, and was largely attended by old settlers and 
friends. 
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Evening Post 08 Nov 1933 Obituary – Mr T. Devine 
A lifelong friend writes:- Mr T. Devine, who died at Otaki a few days ago, was typical of Wellington’s sturdy pioneers. Arriving at Lyttelton with his 
parents in the ship Samarang in 1852 and coming on to Wellington, they landed on the beach at Pipitea Point. After a short period at Lower Hutt 
they moved to Wainui-o-mata, where Mr Devine’s parents managed a farm for Sir William Fitzherbert. Here Mr Devine married a Miss Wood, 
whose parents were also early settlers in the valley. The young couple took up a bush section in the standing forest at Whiteman’s Valley when 
there were only bush foot tracks from the Upper Hutt, and gradually carved out a home for themselves and their children. The hardships and great 
hearts of these and similar pioneers can scarcely be realized today, working a day now and there on county roads to get a few pounds to buy 
grass seed to sow the land gradually being cleared, carrying out the keg of butter on their shoulders to market and returning loaded up with flour 
and groceries to keep going whilst the bush was cleared. For fifty years they toiled, and then retired to Otaki, where some of their children had 
settled. Mrs Devine died some three months ago, and was soon followed by Mr T. Devine. At his burial a service was held at Upper Hutt, 
conducted by the Rev Mr Ayrton, of Otaki, assisted by Mr Cochrane, and the service at the graveside at Wallaceville by the Rev Mr Ayrton and the 
Rev Mr Hunt, of Upper Hutt. The family consists of three sons, Jack (Mamaku), Thomas (Levin), and James (Feilding), three daughters, Mrs Noble 
(Otaki), Mrs Nelson (Taumaranui), and Mrs Gurney (Otaki). There are twenty-three grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. So passes 
another pioneer who has done so much to make New Zealand what it is today. 

 
 
 
 


