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William LASSITER (1814-1864) 
 

Hampshire Advertiser 24 Feb 1838 Marriage 
On Thursday last, in the parish church of Saint Olate, Chichester, by the Rev William Watkins, Mr William Lasseter, of Havant, to Miss Frances Ritson, 
daughter of Mr William Ritson, of the city of London, gentleman. 

 

1841 Census High St, Arundel, Sussex 
William LASSETER  25yrs   Watchmaker     born in the county 
Frances LASSETER  23yrs         born in the county 
William LASSETER  2yrs         not born in the county 
Fanny LASSETER  4 months        not born in the county 
Hannah LASSETER  55yrs         not born in the county 
Elizabeth LASSETER  20yrs   Milliner      born in the county 
Emma LASSETER  20yrs   Milliner      born in the county 
Charles LASSETER  20yrs   Journeyman     born in the county 
Sarah LASSETER  15yrs   Milliner      born in the county 
Henry LASSETER  14yrs   Apprentice     born in the county 
Mary LASSETER  10yrs         born in the county 
Eliza LASSETER  8yrs         born in the county 

 

Sussex Advertiser 10 May 1842 Birth 
At Arundel, on the 2

nd
 of May, the wife of Mr William Lasseter, silversmith, of a daughter. 

 

The Jurist 1850 p124 Insolvent Debtors 
Who have filed their Petitions in the Court of Bankruptcy, and have obtained an Interim Order for Protection from Process… Wm. Lasseter, Arundel, Sussex, 
watchmaker, April 21 at 11, County Court of Sussex, at Arundel. 

 

1851 Post Office Directory of Sussex 
William Lassetter, watchmaker, High Street, Arundel 

 

Sussex Advertiser 25 Feb 1851 Births 
February 17, at Arundel, the wife of Mr William Lasseter, watchmaker, of twins. 
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1851 Census High St Arundel, Sussex 
William LASSETER Head 36yrs   Watch & Clockmaker    b Arundel, Sussex 
Frances LASSETER Wife 37yrs         b Arundel, Sussex 
William John LASSETER Son 12yrs   Scholar      b Havant, Hampshire 
Fanny LASSETER Dau 10yrs   Scholar      b Havant, Hampshire 
Elizabeth Helen LASSETER Dau 8yrs   Scholar      b Arundel, Sussex 
James Lewis LASSETER Son 6yrs   Scholar      b Arundel, Sussex 
Walter LASSETER Son 5yrs   Scholar      b Arundel, Sussex 
Ann LASSETER Dau 1 month        b Arundel, Sussex 
Charles LASSETER Son 1 month        b Arundel, Sussex 
Mary LASSETER Sister 24yrs   [unmarried]     b Arundel, Sussex 
Jas Atherton MALTINEAUSE? Visitor 25yrs  [unmarried]     b Warrington, Lancashire 

 

1855 Post Office Directory Essex, Hertfordshire and Kent 
William Lasseter, watch & clockmaker, High St, Arundel 

 

Sussex Advertiser 23 Oct 1855 Death 
October 13, at Arundel, Fanny Lasseter, in the 15

th
 year of her age. 

 

Sussex Advertiser 16 Mar 1858 Sussex Provincial News – Arundel – The Recent Forgeries 
It will be recollected that a man and woman were making a tour through the south of England in September last, passing forged notes. They visited Arundel, 
Worthing, Hastings, and other places. At Arundel they succeeded in passing notes with Mr Lasseter, watchmaker, and Mr Cooper and Mr Whitburn, drapers. 
They were taken into custody at Dorchester, and were tried at the assizes on Monday, before Mr Justice Willes. The following evidence will show the extent of 
the fraud on Mr Lasseter, and the sentence on the swindlers:- William Lasseter, having been sworn, was examined by Mr Cole, deposed – I am a jeweler, 
carrying on business at Arundel, in Sussex. On Friday, the 11

th
 of September last, in the evening, I was at my shop about half-past six o’clock. The male 

prisoner came in and asked to be shown a watch in the window. He looked at two and put them on one side. He asked me if I would take a watch in 
exchange. I told him yes. He then went out, and I left the two watches there on the glass case. The female came in with him. There was a little conversation 
passed between them. The watch he said he should make a present of to some party, and she said that he was going to throw a sprat to catch a herring. He 
said “just so.” I took the watch in exchange, and he was to give his watch and a sovereign. He tendered a £10 note, and I gave him nine sovereigns. He took 
the £10 note from a small pocket-book, and he gave the name of George Collins. He said he came from London, and he had been to Eastergate, as he had 
to settle some business of his uncle’s who had lately died. He said his uncle’s name was Collins, too; but I don’t know the christian name. I took the note and 
paid him the sovereigns. There are a great many Collinses living in the neighbourhood. I placed the note in a cash-box. There was no other note there. I held 
it to the gas and examined it, and it deceived me. While I was examining it the prisoner came in and asked if he had left his pocket-book. He looked round for 
his pocket-book and I did not miss anything. I think it was on the 16

th
 September that my suspicion was aroused about it. I found it in the same place I put it. I 

then put my name on it and sent it to the bank. (Witness here identified the note produced). Since then I have been shown the watches by the superintendent 
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of police. They were the watches I had sold to the prisoner – both of them. The prisoner here said – I was never in the man’s shop in my life, my lord. Witness 
– That’s the man I sold the watch to, my lord. The Judge – Do you see the woman? Witness – Yes, and the woman, too. Superintendent White produced a 
watch found on the male prisoner when taken into custody at Lyme, and witness identified it as the watch he had sold to the prisoner. P. C. Seymour 
produced a smaller watch found in the possession of the female prisoner when in custody at Dorchester, and witness identified it as one prisoner had seen in 
his shop. The Judge (to witness) – Was the female prisoner dressed the same way as she is now? Witness – No, my lord; she had a better appearance. Mr 
Joseph Bumpstead, Inspector of the Bank of England, stated that the note in question was forged. The male prisoner was found guilty, and sentenced to 15 
years’ penal servitude, and the woman to four years. When Mr Justice Willes was summing up, the man interposed and said, “I wish to state to your lordship 
that I have already been in prison six months.” But the learned judge observed, “Months have nothing to do with it;” and when he passed the sentence both 
prisoners seemed astonished. A sovereign and the two watches were ordered to be given up to Mr Lasseter. 

 

1858 Melville's Directory & Gazetteer of Sussex 
William LASSETER, watchmaker and jeweller, High St, Arundel 

 

1859 Post Office Sussex Directory 
William LASSETER, watch & clock maker, High St, Arundel 

 

1861 Census High St, Arundel, Sussex 
William LASSETER Head 46yrs   Watchmaker     b Arundel, Sussex 
Frances LASSETER Wife 47yrs   Watchmaker's wife    b Arundel, Sussex 
William J. LASSETER Son 22yrs   Watchmaker [unmarried]   b Havant, Hampshire 
Walter LASSETER Son 15yrs   Watchmaker [unmarried]   b Arundel, Sussex 
Anne LASSETER Dau 10yrs   Scholar      b Arundel, Sussex 
Eliza LASSETER Dau 8yrs   Scholar      b Arundel, Sussex 

 

National Probate Calendar 1864 
27 September. The Will of William Lasseter late of Arundel in the County of Sussex Silversmith and Watch and Clock Maker deceased who died 26 July 1864 
at Arundel aforesaid was proved at Chichester by the oath of Frances Lasseter of Arundel aforesaid Widow the Relict the sole Executrix. Effects under £800. 
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1871 Census High St, Arundel, Sussex 
William LASSETTER Head 32yrs   Watchmaker     b Havant, Hampshire 
Frances LASSETTER Mother 57yrs         b Arundel, Sussex 
Anne LASSETTER Sister 20yrs   [unmarried]     b Arundel, Sussex 
Eliza LASSETTER Sister 18yrs   [unmarried]     b Arundel, Sussex 
Edwin FRANKS  Asst 18yrs   Assistant Watchmaker [unmarried]  b Brighton, Sussex 

 

London Daily News 22 May 1875 Marriage 
On the 19

th
 inst., at St Dunstan’s Church, Cheam, by the Rev C. H. Rice, rector, William John Lasseter, eldest son of the late William Lasseter, Arundel, to 

Ellen Farncombe, only daughter of Charles Farncombe, Cheam, and King-street, Cheapside. 

 

1881 Census Mill Lane, Arundel, Sussex 
William J. LASSETTER Head 42yrs   Watchmaker & …    b Havant, Hampshire 
Ellen LASSETTER Wife 29yrs         b Middlesex 
Gertrude E. LASSETTER Dau 4yrs         b Arundel, Sussex 
Archibald W. LASSETTER Son 3yrs         b Arundel, Sussex 
Anne LASSETTER Sister 30yrs   [unmarried]     b Arundel, Sussex 
Charles HOA..  Servt 25yrs   Assistant [unmarried]    b Havant, Hampshire 
Eliza MORGAN  Servt 16yrs   General domestic servant [unmarried]  b Littlehampton, Sussex 

 

1891 Census West Gate, St Bartholomew, Chichester, Sussex 
Frances LASSETER Head 77yrs   Living on own means [widow]   b Arundel, Sussex 
Elizabeth H. LASSETER Dau 48yrs   [single]      b Arundel, Sussex 
Anne LASSETER Dau 39yrs   [single]      b Arundel, Sussex 
Henry M. HINCH Boarder 22yrs   Brewer [single]     b Ludwell, Wiltshire 

 

Portsmouth Evening News 16 Feb 1892 Death 
On the 11

th
 inst., at Chichester, Frances, widow of the late William Lasseter, jeweler, of Arundel, aged 78 years. 

 

National Probate Calendar 1892 
Frances Lasseter of Westgate Chichester widow died 11 February 1892 Probate Chichester 30 March to William John Lasseter and Walter Lasseter 
jewellers. Effects £642 11s. 
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National Probate Calendar 1907 
William John Lasseter of Arundel Sussex jeweller and watchmaker died 31 March 1907 Probate Chichester 1 June to Ellen Lasseter widow. Effects £1885 4s 
5d. 

 


