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Canterbury Land District Name Index 1853-1864 
 
 
Information has been drawn from five alphabetical indexes (Pre-1861, 1861, 1862, 1863, 
1864) contained within the first volume of the Canterbury Name Index1 and the 
Canterbury Primary Index2 covering the same period. The latter is arranged in order of 
land instrument number. An example of ‘what to do next’ is presented on the following 
pages. 
 
See Archives NZ Research Christchurch Regional Office Guide No.5: Land Records 
Department of Lands & Survey, & Land Titles Office Records 
https://assets.ctfassets.net/etfoy87fj9he/7fOV212x2CqLhh8Lip4GN5/6193b9dada68e2a6
94b15a9d31cc358e/Land_records_-_Christchurch.pdf 
 
 
Other notes: 
“In Christchurch the registrar had the excellent idea of entering the sections in the index 
book on the page with the same number as the section. When the section was 
subdivided he entered the new parcel in a book numbered C2 etc and of course included 
a reference in the main index book. He was apparently of a frugal turn of mind. When he 
came to the end of the book at say page 999, he turned back to page one, ruled it off and 
called the bottom half page 100 and so on.”3 
 
 
Articles: 
Old Deeds and New Titles – Land Records in the Colony by Evan Wright in Proceedings 
1987 [Wellington] Conference of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists 
 
Land and Deed Records – 150 years of material for the genealogist by Garth Houltham in 
Proceedings 1990 [Auckland] Conference of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists 
 
Lands and Deeds by Hugh Tohill in Proceedings 1998 [Dunedin] Conference of the New 
Zealand Society of Genealogists 
 
Where Did My Ancestors Live? An insight into records of Land Information New Zealand 
by Ronald Hermon in Proceedings 2006 [Hamilton] Conference of the New Zealand 
Society of Genealogists 
 
  

 
1 Archives NZ Reference CAYN 23298 CH 1032/288 folio 179 (R22765383) 
2 Archives NZ Reference CAYN 23297 CH 1032/276&277 Instruments 1-10979 (R22765371-2) 
3 Old Deeds and New Titles – Land Records in the Colony by Evan Wright in Proceedings 1987 
[Wellington] Conference of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists 
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[1] Example George Buchanan 
 

 

 
 
The index entry comes from the Nominal Index to Deeds – N1 (R22765383) and is 
organised as follows: 
 
 1853-1860 Pages 1 to 144 
 1861  Page 145 
 1862  Page 174 
 1863  Page 215 
 1864  Page 263 
 

 
 
Next step: Look for Instrument No.5207 in the Primary Entry Book  
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[2] Primary Entry Book (also known as Primary Deeds Index) Volume 1  
Instrument numbers 1-55744 are listed in numerical order. 
 
Left hand side of entry 

 

 
 
Columns: Date of Receipt of Instrument and hour of presentation; Date of Instrument; By 
whom presented for Registration; Nature of Instrument; Parties to by whom made 
 
Right hand side of same entry 

 

 
 
Columns: To whom made; Land affected; Copies or Extracts from Record or Index Book; 
Number of folio; Rate of Fee; Daily Fees; Quarterly Total 
 
 
 
Next step: Look for No.3153 in the Canterbury Land District Deeds Index 
  

 
4 Archives NZ Reference CAYN 23297 CH1032/276 (R22765371) 
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[3] Canterbury Land District Deeds Index – C5 Nos 3005-37665 
Entries are in numerical order 
 

 
 
1861 Dec 05 Crown Grant to Buchanan Instrument 5207 Deeds Register Book 13 page 205 
1862 Aug 11 Conveyance Buchanan to Le Cren Instrument 5208 Deeds Book 13 page 206 
1865 Sep 30 Mortgage Le Gren to Douglas & another 13250 Deeds Book 25 page 345 
1870 Aug 10 Reconveyance Douglas & another to Le Cren Deeds Book 32 page 508 
1871 Jul 04 Certificate of Title issued to Henry John Le Cren – Vol 1 page… 
 

 
Lyttelton Times 07 June 1871 Land Transfer Act Notice 
 

  

 
 

  

 
5 Archives NZ Reference CAYN 23295 CH1032/224 (R22765320) 
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1879 Jul 01  Probate of Will Macdonald 59155 Will Book 1 page 249 
1879 Aug 01 Application? Macdonald & another to Postlethwaite & anr 59156 Deeds Book 98 p222 
No date  Certificate of Title C. E. Brown & A. Sherratt Volume 109 pages 111-112 

 

 
Temuka Leader 08 May 1884  
Monthly Meeting of the Geraldine Road Board – Correspondence 
 

 
 

 
[4] Use the ‘where recorded’ references to access Deeds and Wills books at the 
Christchurch office of Archives New Zealand. 


