
THE HISTORY OF WAINUI-O-MATA 

 

Did you know that: 
 

� A steam locomotive operated in 
Wainuiomata in the 1880s? 

� We supplied the bulk of Wellington 
City's water for almost 80 years? 

� We once had the second longest 
tunnel in NZ? It's still in the top 10. 

� People walked through another 
tunnel to get to Lower Hutt? 

� 60 years ago, Wainuiomata was 
one of the fastest growing districts 
in the country? 

� Development was driven by 
private enterprise, not State? 

� By 1968, it was the 31st biggest 
town in the country? 

� It had all the infrastructure, but wasn't allowed to become a town? 
� Our population has declined since 1978. Why? 

 
The answers, and 
many more, are all 
contained in a 
series of panels 
telling the history 
of Wainuiomata 
from 1839 to 2006. 
If you want to learn 
more about the 
special place in 
which we live, and 
it's unique history, 

visit the new exhibition at our Museum, Sundays 2 - 4 pm. 

 

Wainuiomata Primary School, Main Rd 


