
 
Contact: Dawn Chambers Last updated 06 February 2012     Page 1 of 6 
www.nzpictures.co.nz/wood.htm 
 

Tom WOOD (1851-1938) 
 
Wellington Independent 11 May 1874 Notice 
Any person found Trespassing on the Properties of the undersigned will be prosecuted. John Crowther, John Wood, Wainuiomata 
 
Evening Post 27 Mar 1880 
Mr Tom Wood has been appointed Registrar of Dogs for the Wainuiomata Riding, and Mr Thomas Robinson for the Karori Riding. 
 
Evening Post 7 Oct 1880 
The following tenders have been received by the City Council:- For the formation of the tram-line and race-track for the Wainuiomata waterworks – 
Accepted: John Kelleher, £443 3s 2d. Declined: P. Scalley, £554; W. Burton, £557 1s 3d; W. F. Oakes, £591 10s; John Coleman, £692 10s; Pat 
Walsh, £724; James Cleary, £780; Robert Scott, £783 3s 4d. For clearing the site for the reservoir the tenders were – Accepted: Tom Wood, £70. 
Declined: C. Mahoney, £72 5s; E. O. Amoore, £85; R. Kilmister, £93 1s 6d; J. D. Sinclair, £99 9s; J. O’Connell, £110; Crawley and Moffat, £116; 
D. Archibald, £216; Thomas Pavell, £255; W. Burton, £295; Robert Scott, £440. 
 
Evening Post 01 Oct 1886 
Information has been received by the police to the effect that an unsuccessful attempt was made on Tuesday night to burn down an unoccupied 
six-roomed house at Wainui-o-mata, owned by Mr James Woods. Much of the paper and scrim was burnt off the walls, and it is considered 
remarkable that the fire should not have made further progress. The matter is at present being investigated. 
 
Evening Post 20 Oct 1886 Suspicious Fire at Wainui-o-Mata – Determined attempt to burn down a house 
Some suspicious circumstances having been disclosed in connection with the fire by which an unoccupied dwelling of six rooms, situated at 
Wainui-o-mata, and owned by Thomas Woods, was destroyed on the night of the 28th September, an enquiry into the affair was held at Lower Hutt 
this morning before Dr Johnston, District Coroner. Mr Thomas Hall was chosen foreman of the jury. Constable Harnett represented the police 
authorities. 
 
Thomas Woods, farmer, deposed that he was owner of the house in question. Was there until noon on the 28th ult., and left there his brother, John 
Woods, and a young man named William Johnson, who were engaged in re-shingling the roof. Nobody was living in the house at the time. 
Witness purchased the house on the 10th July, and took possession on the 15th of August. When witness bought it, it was occupied by Alfred 
Shaw, who received notice to quit on the 18th August, and gave up possession on the following day, when witness obtained the formal custody. 
Shaw removed his family and stock, but left his furniture on the premises, and came back now and again to take parts of it away. He came to the 
place on the morning of the 28th, and was still there when witness left, at noon. First heard of the fire from his brother on the next day. Lived within 
about 20 chains of the house, but had not been at home all night. Had spent the night at Whiteman’s Valley and was returning homeward when he 
met his brother. Shaw had requested permission to keep possession of the house for six weeks longer, but witness refused. On hearing of the fire 
witness went to the house and examined it. Found that a great deal of the scrim and paper in the kitchen had been burned off. The fire had 
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commenced about a quarter of the distance from the floor to the ceiling and had extended the full length of the kitchen. In the front room the paper 
and scrim had been ignited in three different places. One place was close to the door, another about five feet further along the wall, and the third 
at the opposite side of the room, near the fireplace. The walls were damp, in consequence of the leaky condition of the roof, and to all appearance 
it was due to this fact that the fire did not spread. Another fire had been lighted in a corner of the passage, but it had only consumed a little paper 
and scrim. In one of the upstairs bedrooms there were three places where fires had been alight – two on the walls and one just above the door. In 
this case also the dampness of the building had prevented the fire from spreading. Marks of fire were again found at the top of the staircase. 
Shavings had been placed in an opening in the ceiling and had been set fire to. The wall at the foot of the stairs had also been singed evidently by 
a match being held against it. This was all that witness know of the affair. 
 
To Constable Harnett – The house was not insured. All Shaw’s furniture had been removed before the fire occurred, and there was none of his 
property on the premises at the time. The last article of his property had been removed on the 28th, and the fire occurred during that night. Had 
always been on friendly terms with Shaw – on speaking terms – and had no particular quarrel with him. After witness bought the property, Shaw 
did not show any sign of ill-feeling or discontent, but witness thought that he did not altogether like losing the property. Witness was Chairman of 
the Wainui-o-mata School Committee, of which Shaw was also a member. Witness and Shaw generally agreed in reference to school matters until 
witness purchased the property, but since that time Shaw had never sided with him on any subject. Regarded this as an indication that Shaw 
altered his feelings towards witness after the purchase. 
 
William Johnson, farmer, who was employed in shingling the house on the 28th ultimo, proved the fact of Shaw’s visit to the premises on that day 
to take away the remnant of his goods, which consisted of timber and straw. Witness and John Woods left the house at about 4.30, and before 
doing so the latter bolted the back door and locked the front one. When witness returned at 8 o’clock next morning he found the front door still 
fastened, as before. Had concealed the keys on the premises. When witness entered the kitchen he detected the smell arising from the fire. 
Witness described the state of the kitchen and front room similarly to the previous deponent. He was sure that the marks could not have been 
caused by the fire that witness had used in the kitchen on the previous day. All the signs of fire were of separate origin, and in his opinion they 
could not have been accidental. 
 
To Constable Harnett – Had carefully extinguished all fires that he and Woods had used in connection with their work. A pane of glass was 
wanting in the back window of the storeroom, over which John Woods nailed a sack before leaving. The opening was large enough for a man to 
pass through it – in fact witness effected an entrance through it on one occasion. On going towards the house on the morning of the 29th he met 
Shaw evidently coming from the direction of the premises. Shaw, who was on horse-back at the time, remarked that he had been to the house for 
a piece of tin, which he was then carrying, as it would be handy at some time. 
 
To the jury – The key of the front door was always placed just inside the window by an arrangement between witness and John Woods. So far as 
witness was aware Shaw had no knowledge of its hiding place. 
 
To Constable Harnett – Had forgotten to mention that when he entered the house he found the back door unbolted. Was now quite sure of this. 
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Thomas Burt, storekeeper, of Lower Hutt, proved that Shaw purchased a dozen boxes of matches from him on the 28th August. Witness had both 
red-headed and blue-headed matches in stock. Remembered his son supplying Constable Harnett with a box on the 30th September, and seeing 
the latter mark the box. 
 
John Woods, farmer, of Wainui-o-mata, gave corroborative evidence, and also testified that the broken window-pane made an aperture of 20 
inches by 12 inches. The fire in the kitchen was quite out before he left on the afternoon of the 28th. Had lighted it for the purpose of drying the 
room. When he returned on the morning of the 29th the sack had been pulled down from the window. In an upstairs room he found a piece of 
paper partially torn from the wall, and a half-consumed wax match lying upon the projecting portion. The wall was burned in the immediate 
neighbourhood, as if it had caught, but had soon gone out. To the Jury – A man could have got through the storeroom window without difficulty, as 
a bench was kept beneath it on the outside. Shaw left the house on the 28th before witness and his companion. 
 
Other witnesses swore to the display of personal animus towards Woods on the part of Shaw, and to half-burned matches having been found in 
several of the rooms in which the fire had occurred, as well as in a heap of dry gorse and shingles underneath the house. It was shown that Shaw 
had removed a hive of bees from Woods’ premises on the evening before the fire, but only took them as far as the residence of David J. Dick, who 
was assisting him. On the 3rd instant Shaw accosted Dick and charged him not to let a word slip about the fire, or it would condemn him (Shaw). 
[Left sitting.] 
 
Evening Post 21 Oct 1886 The Wainui-o-mata Fire – An Open Verdict Returned 
One of the most deliberate attempts at fire-raising that have occurred in the colony for many years past was brought to light yesterday in the 
course of the inquest held by Dr Johnston into the circumstances attending the narrow escape from destruction of Thomas Wood’s house, at 
Wainui-o-mata. Comment was made by the Coroner upon the absence of the man Shaw, whom most of the witnesses had named on connection 
with the affair. Constable Harnett explained that he had sent special notice to Shaw as to the time and place at which the inquest was to be held. 
Whether the police will consider the evidence sufficiently clear to justify them in taking further action, remains to be seen. After we went to press 
yesterday afternoon the following evidence was given:- 
 
Thomas Thompson, farmer, deposed that, when near Shaw’s house at midnight on the 28th, he saw a light, evidently carried by somebody who 
was going into the premises. On the 30th witness was at Wood’s house with Constable Harnett, and saw the latter pick up several brown-headed 
matches in the different rooms where the fires had occurred. Witness subsequently visited the premises with others, and found dry shingles and 
withered gorse underneath one corner of the house. There were two or three half-burned matches in the heap, and one of the shingles had been 
scorched. 
 
David J. Dick, labourer, deposed that on the 28th ult he assisted Shaw to remove two beehives from Woods’ premises. In conversation with 
reference to a forthcoming meeting of the School Committee, Shaw said that he intended to take a Bible for the purpose of swearing Woods as to 
every statement that he made, as he wanted to prove Woods to be a liar. Alluding to a gate that witness had previously lost, he advised witness to 
search for it in the gorse, and if he found it to place it on Woods’ property, and get a constable to come and find it, adding that then witness would 
“have” Woods. He also said that he intended to catch both Woods and Thompson out fishing, and that he would have them fined. The bees were 
carried as far as witness’ residence, where they were laid down, and where they still remain. Shaw left witness’s house at 10.15 p.m., carrying a 
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lighted lantern, but he did not say where he was going to. Witness met Shaw next morning at Dick’s stables, Woodlands, where he was then living. 
Shaw volunteered a statement that it was 12 o’clock before he got in on the previous night. Witness could easily walk from his home to Woodlands 
by way of the back swamp in about twenty minutes. Witness’s home was midway between the scene of the fires and Woodlands. Could walk from 
his own house to Woods’s, and back to Woodlands, in an hour during daylight, but would require about twenty minutes longer at night. Shaw came 
to witness before 8 o’clock on the morning of the 3rd instant, and said, “I suppose you know what I have come about?” On witness replying in the 
negative, he said, “Well, I suppose you can guess?” Witness again replied in the negative, whereupon Shaw said, “I have come about the fire. If 
anyone asks you what I came for, tell them that’s your business: if anyone asks me what I came for I’ll tell them that it’s my business. If you were 
to let a word slip it would condemn me, and if I were to let a word slip it would condemn you.” Witness asked, “How can I condemn you, or you 
condemn me? There was nothing wrong when we came away.” To this Shaw assented. They walked along together engaged in conversation, and 
in passing Thompson at a little distance Shaw charged witness not to “say a word to that b_.”  Witness had always been friendly with Shaw, but he 
had had a coolness with Woods and Shaw was well aware of this fact. 
 
Catherine Dick, wife of last witness, gave corroborative evidence as to the time at which Shaw left her residence. 
 
David Dick, in whose house Shaw resided at the time when the fire occurred, swore that on the morning of the 29th Shaw informed him that he had 
reached home the previous night at half-past 11, and that he had taken the back swamp route from D. J. Dick’s house. To walk from the latter 
place to Woods’ and back to Woodlands would take witness about an hour. Was a member of the Wainui School Committee, and had attended 
meetings at which Shaw and Woods were also present. Had noticed a decided difference in Shaw’s behaviour towards Woods since the latter 
purchased the house. Until then they worked well together, but since then Shaw had always diagreed with Woods. 
 
Mary Ann Woods remembered seeing Shaw enter her husband’s house on one occasion by one of the kitchen windows, the sash of which he 
raised. On the 29th, when at the house with Thompson and Dick, witness found shingles and gorse under the corner of the building. Thompson 
picked up five partially burned matches and two perfect ones, with brown heads. One of the shingles was scorched, but not sufficiently so to ignite 
it. 
 
Thomas Woods, re-called, said that soon after Shaw gave up possession of the house, and while his gun and other property were still there, Shaw 
came to him with the gun in his hand. In answer to witness’ question as to how he had obtained it, he replied that there were more ways of getting 
into the house than one. The road from the house where the fire occurred to Woodlands was frequented very little after dark. 
 
Constable Harnett detailed the result of his examination of the premises, and produced the matches that had been found. In reviewing the 
evidence, the Coroner said that a most determined attempt had undoubtedly been made to burn down Woods’ house, and if it had not been for the 
very wet state of the place at the time this purpose would probably have been effected. But he had very grave doubts whether there was sufficient 
evidence to enable the jury to return a definite verdict. Certainly the evidence pointed very much to one person; but it was a responsible thing for a 
Coroner’s jury to find a verdict against any particular person. Unless they were perfectly certain that there was no possible doubt on the subject, it 
would be better to leave the responsibility to another tribunal. The depositions would be at the disposal of the police, and if they considered that 
there was sufficient evidence to justify them in prosecuting any person on suspicion, they could do so equally as well as if the jury found a direct 
verdict. He (Dr Johnston) would think it necessary to forward the depositions to the Resident Magistrate, who would determine whether any further 
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steps should be taken. If, however, the jury could with certainty fix the guilt upon any single person, it would be their duty to return a verdict 
accordingly. There were suspicious circumstances, but they arose chiefly from the statements made by a certain individual. These speeches 
justified very strong suspicions, but that was all. It was impossible that the fires could have been of accidental origin, but he did not think that the 
jury were called upon to place their suspicions on record. The jury, after a short consultation, found that the premises had been wilfully set on fire 
by some person or persons unknown. 
 
Clutha Leader 22 Oct 1886 
At an inquest held at Wellington on Wednesday regarding the origin of a fire by which a house was burned down at Wainui-o-mata, on September, 
very suspicious circumstances were revealed. The evidence showed that the house had been occupied by one Shaw, who was not on good terms 
with the owner (Woods), and had received notice to quit. He had at various times removed his property from the house, and was seen there on the 
day of the fire, and going from it on the morning after the fire. Shavings and paper had been lighted in various parts of the house, which only 
escaped destruction through the walls being too damp to burn. One witness testified that Shaw had charged him not to let slip a word about the 
fire or it would condemn him. The jury returned a verdict of incendiarism against some person unknown. None of Shaw’s property remained in the 
house at the time of the fire. 
 
Evening Post 08 Nov 1886 
Detective Chrystal proceeded to the Lower Hutt yesterday to assist Constable Harnett in prosecuting inquiries regarding the mysterious fire by 
which the house owned by Thomas Woods, of Wainui-o-mata, was destroyed some weeks ago. 
 
Evening Post 12 Nov 1886 
Detective Chrystal and Constable Harnett have made an exhaustive enquiry into the circumstances of the suspicious looking fire that occurred at 
Wainui-o-mata some weeks ago, by which a dwelling owned by Thomas Woods was destroyed. It will be remembered that the evidence given at 
the Coroner’s inquest appeared to place the former occupant of the premises, a man named Alfred Shaw, in an unenviable position, and the jury 
returned an open verdict. The further investigation has, however, brought to light several features which are scarcely consistent with the theory of 
intended incendiarism. For example, it transpires that if such a crime had been seriously contemplated, the fire-raiser would be more likely to have 
made use of the quantity of dry shavings and chips that were in certain parts of the premises than to have ignited the damp wall-paper in a dozen 
different places, and carrying a handful of shavings to another part of the house, which was really done. It also transpires that the feeling that 
existed between Shaw and the members of the Woods family was mutually bitter, and that some of the witnesses who were examined at the 
inquest were not free from bias against Shaw. Detective Chrystal’s report on the subject has been submitted to the Resident Magistrate, who does 
not consider it necessary that the police should take any further steps in the matter. We understand that Mr Shaw has also taken advice with the 
view of obtaining redress for the unpleasant predicament in which he has been placed. 
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Evening Post 28 May 1890 
George Thomas and Co. announce an auction sale of a very compact farm, the property of Mr Tom Wood, at Wainuiomata, containing 54 acres, 
to be sold next Thursday week, the 6th June, at 2 o’clock. 
 
F. W. Haybittle, E. B. Bristow – In the Panama and Brandon Streets Auction Rooms – Important Sale of Farm Property at Wainuiomata 
George Thomas & Co. have received instructions to sell by public auction, at their Auction Rooms, on Thursday, 6th June, at 2 o’clock – All that 
piece or parcel of land containing, by admeasurement, 56 acres (more or less), situate in the Wainuiomata District, and being the northern half of 
section numbered 5 on the plan of the said district, bounded toward the north by section No. 4, 3000 links; toward the south by other part of said 
section No. 5, 3000 links; toward the east by Crown Lands, 1875 links; and toward the west also by Crown Lands, 1875 links; be the same several 
admeasurements a little more or less; together with the farmhouse and outbuildings erected thereon, and well-known as being the property of Mr 
Tom Wood. F. W. Haybittle, Auctioneer. 
 
Evening Post 23 Aug 1890 
F. W. Haybittle. E. B. Bristow. Friday 29th August at 2.30 o’clock p.m in the Panama and Brandon streets Auction rooms. Important sale of farm 
property at Wainui-o-mata by order of the Registrar of the Supreme Court. George Thomas and Co. have received instructions from the Registrar 
of the Supreme Court at Wellington to sell by auction, on the above date the equity of redemption in all that parcel of land containing 56 acres 
(more or less), in the Wainui-o-mata District, being the northern half of section number 6 on the plan of the said district, together with the 
farmhouse and outbuildings erected thereon, and well known as being the property of Mr Tom Wood. The property is of a level nature and well 
watered, the Wainui stream running through the whole estate. On the land there is erected a comfortable six-roomed farmhouse, dairy cowhouse 
and piggery, which is now let to a good tenant at £30 a year, and the taxes are infinitesimal. For further particulars and conditions of sale, apply to 
Mr R. K. Jackson, Solicitor 11, Brandon-street, Wellington. George Thomas & Co., Auctioneers, Wellington. 
 
Evening Post 31 May 1915 The 42nd List – Wounded – Wellington Battalion 
10/544 Pte. Norman Harold Wood (Tom Wood, Newtown, Shannon) 
 
Evening Post 2 Jun 1915 Roll of Honour – Now Killed (Previously Reported Wounded) – Wellington Battalion 
10/544 Pte. Norman Harold Wood (Tom Wood, Newtown, Shannon) 
 
 


